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The #3 Hilltoppers vs. #9 Sam Houston State 
Game 12 - 1 p.m. (CST), Saturday, November 27 - NCAA FIRST ROUND 
Bowers Stadium (14,000), Huntsville, Texas 
















( 9 - 2, 6 - 1 CFC) 
at Kansas State ....... ................. L, 13-27 
Concord (W.Va.) ............... W, 58-0 
at Eastern Ky. (GTV) .............. W, 21-8 
Youngstown St.* (GTV) .. W, 44-19 
at #21 Northern Iowa* ...... W, 1 7-10 
at #1 Southern Illinois* ......... L, 10-38 
Indiana State* (He) .......... W, 31-9 
Illinois State* .................. W, 24-21 
at Southwest Missouri State* .... W, 28-24 
Western Illinois* ............... W, 45-3 
at Florida International ....... W, 35• 14 
at #9 Sam Houston St. (NCM) ... 1 pm 
• Gateway Football Conference game 
(He/ Homecoming / (G1V/ Gateway 1V game 
















( 9 - 2, 4 - 1 SLC) 
Ouachita Baptist ............... W, 60-7 
at SMS .......................... ............ L, 31-33 
#1 Montana ..................... W, 41-29 
at Southeastern La .......... .... W, 45-17 
Tarleton State ................. W, 44-14 
Nicholls State* (He) ........ W, 38-1 0 
Northern Colorado ............ W, 20-7 
at #13 Stephen F. Austin* .... W, 31-28 
McNeese State* .............. W, 52-47 
at #19 Northwestern (La) St .... L, 2 7-45 
Texas State ........................ W, 27-9 
#3 Western Ky. (NCAA) ........ 1 pm 
2004 Gateway StandinJ!s 
GFCGames 
W-L Pct. 
Southern Illinois ............... 7-0 1.000 
Western Kentucky ........ 6-1 .857 
Northern Iowa .................. 5-2 . 714 
SMS .................................... 3-4 .429 
Illinois State ....... ... ...... ... .... 2-5 .286 
Western Illinois ................. 2-5 .286 
Youngstown State ..... ....... 2-5 .286 











• GAME NOTES• 
Records: 
Western Kentucky "'Hil/toppersH - 9-2, 6-1 Gateway / 9-4, 5·2 Gateway in 2003 
Primary Offense: Multiple / Primary Defense: 3-4 
Sam Houston State "Bearkats" - 9-2, 4-1 Southland / 2-9, 1-4 Southland in 2003 
Primary Offense: Multiple One-Back / Primary Defense: 4-2-5 
The Coaches: 
David Elson, WKU (Butler '94) / Overall Record: 18-6 {2nd year) 
Record at WKU: 18-6 (2nd year) / GFC Record: 11-3 / Playoff Record: 1-1 / vs. SHSU: 0-0 
Ron Randleman, SHSU (William Penn '64) / Overall Record: 217-165-6 (36th year) 
Record at SHSU: 130-123-3 {23rd year) / Record vs. WKU: 0-0 
Last Week: Western earned a 35•14 victory at transitional 1-A Florida International ... The Bearkats 
defeated Texas State, 27-9, to pick up a share of the Southland Conference title. 
Next Week: The winner of this game will face the winner of the contest between No. 1 seed Southern 
Illinois and Eastern Washington. 
The Series: first meeting 
The Rankings: The Hilltoppers ended the regular season ranked third in the Sports Network and ESPN/ 
USA Today polls, while finishing eighth in Hansen's Football Gazette rankings ... SHSU is ninth in the TSN 
and coaches' final regular-season rankings as well as 10th in the Football Gazette poll. 
Quick Hits: WKU is making its fifth straight NCM Division 1-M playoff appearance, the second-longest 
active streak in the nation (Montana has qualified each of the last 12 years) ... The Hilltoppers have 
advanced to the quarterfinals in each of the last two seasons, and have won at least one postseason contest 
in five of their seven trips to the NCM 1-M playoffs ,,. Western is beginning the playoffs on the road for 
the first time since 2001 ... The Toppers are 4-5 (44.4%) in the playoffs on an opponent's home field and 
have a 9-7 (56.3%) all-time mark outside of Bowling Green in the postseason ... This will be WKU's first 
game ever in Texas in 86 seasons of football ... The Hilltoppers have faced only one school from the state 
in its history, dropping a 58-27 decision to Lamar in Bowling Green on Sept. 15, 1979. 
Hilltopper Team Captains: #71 - Buster Ashley (6-4, 300, Sr., OL, Owensboro, Ky.); #8 - Brian 
Claybourn (6-1, 185, Sr., P/PK, Evansville, Ind.); and #9 - Charles Thompson (6-1, 240, Sr., ILB, 
Louisville, Ky.) 
Post-Game Interviews ... will be run according to NCM policy ... The coach and members from the 
losing team will be available after a 10-minute cooling off period, with the winners to follow approximately 
15 minutes later. 
About SHSU - The Bearkats - winners of eight of their last nine contests - are 7-0 at home in 2004 . 
Walter Payton Award finalist Dustin Long (3 73•229-14, 3408 yds, 31 TDs) leads an offense that ranks in 
the top 10 nationally in passing yards (2nd -346.9 ypg), pass efficiency (4th-162.28 rating), total offense 
(4th - 475.73 ypg) and scoring (7th - 3 7.82 ppg) ... Jarrod Fuller (74-1111, 7 TDs) leads the Southland 
Conference in both catches and receiving yards per contest, while both Jason Mathenia (51-985, 11 
TDs) and Vincent Fuller (41-521, 4 TDs) are each in the top 10 in the league in both categories ... Jason 
Godfrey (103-581, 2 TDs) is the team's leading rusher ... SHSU allows 3 75 yards and 22.4 points per 
game, but is 23rd in the country in turnover margin thanks to 25 takeaways from the defense ... Paul 
Donelson ( 43-40 / 83 TT, 10 TFL) leads the unit in both total stops and tackles for loss ... Marcus Mikulec 
(43-37 / 80 TT, 5 TFL) and Chadd Oliphant (35-39 / 74 TT) both add more than 70 tackles each .. . Mark 
Hughes {32-21 / 53 TT, 5 INTs) is second in the conference in interceptions ... Bernard Campbell (16-
199, 12.4 avg, 1 TD) and Robert Garmon {20-466, 23.3 avg) are ranked nationally in punt and kick 
returns, respectively ... Lance Gamer (13-18 FGs, 44-44 PATs) is the Bearkats' leading scorer ... Curtis 
Parks (33-1262, 38.2 avg, 11 120) is fourth in the conference in punting. 
WKU Coach David Elson on SHSU - "Sam Houston State is definitely a top-10 ca liber team, they are 
very athletic on both sides of the ball. Dustin Long is one of the best quarterbacks we've seen this year 
throwing the ball, and he has a lot of weapons to choose from. Defensively, SHSU is physical and runs to 
the ball well." 
Office of Athletic Media Relations / Room 1140 / E.A. Diddle Arena 
Western Kentucky University/ 1 Big Red Way/ Bowling Green, Ky. 42101 
Telephone-(270) 745-4298 / FAX-(270) 745-3444 / e-mail - sports.information@wku.edu 
Hilltopper Athletics on the World Wide Web -www.wkusports.com 
-
Hilltopper Football - On the Air!! 
B1GRE.-DID 
WESTERN'S SPORTS NETWORK 
Catch All the WKU Football Action on 
The Big Red Radio Network 
WPTQ-FM (103.7), Bowling Green* 
WANY (106.3 FM/ 1390 AM), Albany 
WBRT-AM (1320), Bardstown 
WTCO-AM (1450), Campbellsville 
WIEL-AM (1400), Elizabethtown 
WEKT-AM (1070), Elkton 
WCDS-AM (1440), Glasgow 
WSON-AM (860), Henderson 
WKHG-FM (104.9), Leitchfield 
WAVG-AM (1450), Louisville 
WTTL-AM (1310), Madisonville 
WLME-FM (102.9), Owensboro 
WPKY-AM (1580), Princeton 
• originating station 
Your hosts for Hilltopper Football are 
Mike Legg 
in his fourth year as 
"Voice of the Hilltoppers" 
and 
WKU Hall of Farner 
Leo Peckenpaugh 
Big Red Radio Network broadcasts of WKU 
football games are also available to fans out-
side the Network area via the Hilltoppers' 
web site at: www.wkusports.com. 
Games can also be 
heard via telephone 
through the facilities of 
TEAMLINE at 1-800-
846-4700 (WKU ac-
cess code 4460). 
TICKETS 
For complete ticket information 
on all Hilltopper athletic events, call: 
1-800-5-BIG-RED (long distance) 
or 
(270) 745-5222 (local) 
Master Card and VISA welcome 
Elson A Candidate For Coaching Award - Hilltopper head coach David Elson is one of 16 finalists for 
the Eddie Robinson Award given to the NCAA Division I-AA national coach of the year, The Sports 
N~t:"'.ork announced Monday. In just his second season leading WKU, Elson - the youngest coach in 
~1v1s1on I - has guided the Toppers to nine wins for the second straight year as well as a No. 3 ranking 
m the final regular-season polls. His 18 career victories are the most for a Western coach in his first two 
years on the Hill. 
"!hompson A Finalist Too - ILB Charles Thompson was also recognized by TSN Monday, as the senior 
ts one of 16 candidates for the Buck Buchanan Award presented to the top defensive player in I-AA. He 
r~nks sec?nd on t~e team ~nd seventh in the Gateway Football Conference with 92 tackles, including 
eight .behm~ the lme of scrimmage (a figure that equals his total from 2003). With seven tackles (six 
unass1s.ted) m the. regular-season finale at Florida International last week, Thompson became the sixth 
~layer m school history to post 400 or more stops in his career - he enters the playoffs· ranked fourth all-
time with 404. 
Postseason Performance - WKU has qualified for the NCAA Division I-AA playoffs in five consecutive 
s~aso~s -. the second-longest active streak in the country - and has advanced to the postseason for the 
s1~t~ ~me m the last eight years. The Hilltoppers are 14-8 (63 .6%) all-time in postseason play including the 
D1~1s1on I.I playoffs and a pair of bowl games, with an 8-6 (57.1 %) mark in the I-AA playoffs. Western has 
spht a pa1~ of road playoff games the last two years, picking up victories at Western Illinois and Georgia 
Southern m 2002 en route to the national championship. 
Western Continues Its Wi~ning Ways - With a 9-2 mark entering the postseason, the Toppers have 
P?sted a record ~ve~ .500 m each o.f the last nine years - that ties the second-longest streak in school 
history. This years nme-member senior class has led Western to at least eight victories in each of the last 
four seasons, compiling a 38-13 (74.5%) record in that time including a league-best 22-6 (78.6%) mark in 
Gateway Conference action during that span. 
Another Opportunity Against A Southland Foe - The Hilltoppers have faced only one current member 
of the Southland Conference, taking two of three contests from McNeese State in 2001 and '02. 
Western lost the only road game in that series, 38-13, on Sept. 28, 2002, but rebounded to defeat the 
Cowbo~s, 34-14, on Dec. 20 ~at y.ear to claim the program's first-ever national championship in the 
Toppers only ~ostseason meeting with a league foe. The Hilltoppers 21-0 victory over MSU on Oct. 20 
2001, was their last shutout against a Division I-AA non-conference opponent. ' 
Hilltopper Football has won 75 of its last 101 games (74.3%) since October 1996. 
WKU-SHSU Stats Comparison (2003 - 11 games) -













20.1 ............................ First Downs .. ..... ....... .... ....... .... . 23.7 
167.2 ......................... Rushing Yards .. ......................... 128.8 
4.1 .. ........... ............. Yards per Rush ............................ 4.1 
207.8 ..... .................... Passing Yards ........................... 346.9 
6 .5 .................. Yards per Pass Attempt ..................... 9.4 
375.0 ........... .............. Total Offense ............ ............... 475.7 
5.2 ........................... Yards per Play ......... ... ................. 7.0 
2.3 .............................. Turnovers ................................ 1.7 










12th - 237.45 ..................... ...... Rushing Yards .............................. .. 83rd - 128.82 
85th -163.7 ........................ ..... Passing Yards ..... ............................. 2nd - 346.9 
22th - 140.20 ........... ................ Pass Efficiency ...... .......... ......... ....... . 4th - 162.28 
27nd - 401 .18 ........................... Total Offense ........ ......................... 4th - 475.73 
2nd - 40.3 0 ..... ..................... ..... Net Punting ................................ ... 75th - 32.00 
28th - 11 .32 .............................. Punt Returns .............. ........ ......... ... 11th - 13.70 
50th - 20.11 ......... ...... ............. Kickoff Returns ......... .......... .......... ... 53rd - 20.00 
35th - 29.64 .................................. . Scoring ... .............. ............ .......... .. 7th _ 3 7.82 
39th - 134.1 ... ....................... Rushing Defense .............................. 77th - 167.2 
62nd - 200.36 ..... .................... Passing Defense .............................. 80th - 207.82 
24th - 106.60 .................. Pass Efficiency Defense .. ..................... 63rd - 118.86 
46th - 334.45 ........... ..... ........... Total Defense ................... ..... ...... .. 78th - 375.00 
5th - 15. 7 .......... .... ..... ...... ... Scoring Defense ....... ......... ....... ...... ... 45th - 22.4 
17th - +0.82 ...... ....... ............. Turnover Margin ............... ........ ....... 23rd - +0.55 
Weights & Measures - Here's a look at how the "Probable Starting Lineups" for the WKU-SHSU game 
compare - by average height and weight: 
. WKU vs. SHSU Advantage (Ht.; Wt./ 
Off .. Line (6-3, 292) Def. Line (6-3, 266) even; WKU - 26 lbs. 
Receivers (6-0, 193) Def. Backs (5-11 , 191) WKU - 1 "; 2 lbs. 
Off. Backs (6-0, 217) Linebackers (6-1, 245) SHSU - 1"; 28 lbs. 
Def. Lme (6-2, 273) Off. Line (6-3, 285) SHSU - 1"; 12 lbs. 
Def. Backs (6-0, 185) Receivers (6-1, 219) SHSU - 1 "; 34 lbs. 
Linebackers (6-1, 227½) Off. Backs (6-1 , 200) even; WKU - 27½ lbs. 
Offense Gets It Going In Postseason - Over the 
last two seasons, the Topper offense has averaged 
36.2 points per outing while scoring fewer than 
30 points just once in six playoff games. In its two 
first-round contests those years, WKU has posted 
an average of 52 points per game while earning a 
pair of victories. 
Unit Enters 2004 Playoffs On A Roll - The 
Hilltoppers come into this year's first-round playoff 
game having averaged 397.3 rushing yards and 
498.7 yards of total offense in winning all three 
games this month. Western is scoring 36 points 
per outing in November and has won its last two 
contests by at least three touchdowns. 
Grinding The Ground Game To A Halt - During 
its current five-game winning streak, WKU has 
given up an average of just 81.8 yards per contest 
on the ground while holding four of five oppo-
nents to less than 100 yards rushing. The Hilltoppers 
are 5-0 this season when holding the opposition 
below triple figures on the ground. 
On The Road Again - This game will mark the 
third time in the last four weeks that Western will 
take to the road, with the Toppers claiming the last 
two contests away from home while posting a 3-2 
record outside of Bowling Green in 2004. WKU 
is 22-14 (61.1%) in road games over the last six 
seasons. 
On This Date in Hilltopper History - This will be 
the Hilltoppers' fifth game played on Nov. 27 in 86 
seasons ... Western is 1-2-1 all-time on this day, 
although it has dropped two of the last three deci-
sions ... Three of the contests have come at home 
with no site known for the 1927 game ... The 
Toppers scored 73 points in earning the one vic-
tory and nine points combined in the other three 
outings ... The WKU defense has pitched a shut-
out in two of the four games ... Here's a game-by-
game look at the Nov. 27 games in the Topper 
record book: 
• 19 2 7 Bethel (Ky.) ........................... W, 73-0 
This is still the largest margin of victory in the 
Hilltopper record books. 
1926 College of the Ozarks .. .. .... L, 3-14 
1930 Kalamazoo ............................ T, 0-0 
1946 Murray State .... .................... L, 6-55 
The 2004 Hilltoppers are ... 
1-1 against ranked opponents 
5-0 at home / 4-2 on the road 
4-2 in night games / 5-0 in day games 
1-0 on natural grass / 8-2 on artificial turf 
7-0 when scoring first in the game 
7-0 when scoring first in the second half 
5-0 when leading after the 1st quarter 
4-1 when tied after the first quarter 
5-0 when leading at halftime 
3-0 when tied at halftime 
7-0 when leading after 3 quarters 
1-0 when tied after 3 quarters 
8-0 when leading with 10 minutes to play 
0-0 when tied with 10 minutes to play 
9-0 when leading with 5 minutes to play 
0-0 when tied with 5 minutes to play 
4-0 when totaling more first downs 
0-0 when totaling the same first downs 
8-0 when totaling more rushing yards 
2-1 when totaling more passing yards 
6-0 when totaling more total offense yards 
5-1 without an interception 
2-1 without a fumble lost 
5-1 with fewer turnovers 
3-0 with same turnovers 
4-0 with fewer penalties 
1-1 with same penalties 
~(.:::.:: ==2=0=0=4=W= e=st=e=rn= K=e=n=•u=c=k=:y=W=e=e=k=ly= H=o=n=o=rs====~ 
BUSTER ASHLEY 
6-4, 300, Senior, OL, Owensboro, Ky. (Owensboro Senior High / Louisville) 
■ Gateway Conference Offensive Lineman of the Week, Nov. 13 
Graded out at 95 percent overall with a 100 percent assignment grade and a factor grade of 97 percent 
... Had 16 pancake blocks, did not allow a sack or a quarterback pressure, and did not commit a penalty 
... Helped WKU post season highs of 473 rushing yards and 535 yards of total offense. 
■ Gateway Conference Offensive Lineman of the Week. Sept. 18 
Recorded overall and factor grades of 95 percent ... Credited with 13 pancake blocks ... Held preseason 
all-OVC pick Chad Dewberry to only three tackles with no sacks ... Helped WKU average 5.3 yards per 
snap while posting 328 yards of total offense against instate rival Eastern Kentucky. 
BRIAN CLAYBOURN 
6-1, 185, Senior, P/PK, Evansville, Ind. (Reitz High) 
■ Gateway Conference Special Teams Player of the Week, Oct. 30 
Averaged 48.2 yards per punt with two kicks over 50 yards including a long of 58 ... Illinois State started 
four of five drives following punts inside own 30-yard line ... All five kickoffs were downed for touch backs. 
, GETTY CAVITT 
6-1, 240, Senior, OLD, Owensboro, Ky. (Owensboro Senior High) 
■ Gateway Conference Defensive Player of the Week, Oct. 30 
Tied a career high with 13 total tackles to lead all players in win over Illinois State ... Broke up two passes 
... Helped WKU limit the Redbirds to just 33 7 total yards - including a season-low 82 on the ground - and 
a season-low-tying 21 points, 12 below their average entering the contest. 
DENNIS MITCHELL 
5-8, 180, Junior, SS, Indianapolis, Ind. (Warren Central High) 
■ Gateway Conference Special Teams Player of the Week, Nov. 20 
Set up the game-winning score with a 38-yard kick return to start the second half, then blocked a field 
goal on the first play of the fourth quarter with the Hilltoppers holding on to a seven-point advantage as 
Western earned a three-touchdown victory at transitional 1-A Florida International ... Helped set the stage 
for the blocked kick with a 4-yard tackle for loss on 1st-and-goal from the WKU-3 and a pass defensed one 
snap later. 
LERRON MOORE 
5·10, 210, Junior, RB, Columbus, Ohio (Bishop Watterson High) 
■ Gateway Conference co-Offensive Player of the Week, Nov. 13 
Matched a school record with four touchdowns while running for a career-best 219 yards on 34 carries 
... Posted 146 yards in the first half with both of the Toppers' touchdowns as Western led, 17-3 ... Gave 
WKU the lead for good with 9-yard scoring run just under six minutes into the game ... Added second 
touchdown after carrying on 10 of the 11 plays during the possession ... Had three first-down runs on 
drive that resulted in third score. 
BRIAN PORTER 
5-9, 180, Sophomore, RB, Germantown, Md. (Gaithersburg High) 
■ Sports Network Offensive Player of the Week. Nov. 20 
■ Gateway Conference Offensive Player of the Week. Nov. 20 
Led the Hilltoppers to a 35-14 victory at transitional 1-A Florida International Saturday with a career-best 
213 yards and school-record-tying four touchdowns ... Recorded all three second-half scores by either 
team, giving Western the lead for good with a 5-yard run to cap the opening possession of the third 
quarter while adding touchdown runs of 67 and 46 yards in the final period to put the game away. 
Accounted for 222 of WKU's 500 total yards from scrimmage while averaging 8.9 yards per attempt. 
DEONTE SMITH 
6-1, 210, Senior, ILB, Louisville, Ky. (St. Xavier High/ Indiana) 
■ Gateway Conference Defensive Player of the Week, Nov. 13 
Posted 11 tackles with a sack in the Hilltoppers 45-3 win over Western Illinois, leading WKU in tackles 
for the third consecutive contest ... Helped hold a Leatherneck offense that entered the game averaging 
30.8 points and 396.1 yards per contest to an opponent-low 1 78 yards - WIU did not have 100 yards 
rushing or passing. 
■ 1-AA.org Defensive Player of the Week, Oct. 2 
■ Hansen's Football Gazette Defensive Player of the Week, Oct. 2 
■ Gateway Conference Defensive Player of the Week, Oct. 2 
Had a career-best 12 tackles to share game-high honors, including 1 ½ for loss, to go along with a forced 
fumble, a fumble recovery and his first career interception which he returned 48 yards for a touchdown 
... Forced a fumble on the WKU-1 with the Hilltoppers protecting a 16-7 lead in the third quarter ... 
Interception return on first play of fourth quarter helped put win over Youngstown State away. 
CHARLES THOMPSON 
6-1, 240, Senior, ILB, Louisville, Ky. (Central High) 
■ Sports Network Defensive Player of the Week, Sept. 18 
■ 1-AA.org Defensive Player of the Week, Sept. 18 
■ CSlV: College Sports Television Defensive Player of the Week, Sept. 18 
■ Gateway Conference Defensive Player of the Week, Sept. 18 
Had a career-best 18 tackles in the Hilltoppers' 21-8 victory over instate rival Eastern Kentucky, including 
2½ for loss ... Broke up two passes ... Efforts helped hold EKU to 260 total yards while forcing seven 
turnovers. 
■ Gateway Conference Defensive Player of the Week, Sept. 4 . 
Led all players with 13 tackles at Kansas State, also recovered the only fumble of the game leading to the 
Hilltopper's first scoring drive. 
■ 
~ Record Book ] 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Total Offense Yards - Season 
1. 2,542 - Jeff Cesarone, 1985 
J 2. 2,403 - Willie Taggart, 1997 3. 2,303 - Jason Michael, 2002 
J 
4. 2,169 - Jeff Cesarone, 1986 
5. 2,168 - Justin Haddix, 2003 
1. 6. 2,164 - Johnny Vance, 1969 
-~ 
7. 2,012 - Willie Taggart, 1998 
8. 2,000 - Justin Haddix, 2004 
l 9. 1,904 - Jason Johnson, 2000 10. 1,820 - J.J. Jewell, 1994 
i 
Total Offense Yards - Career l 
1 1. 7,852 - Jeff Cesarone, 1984-87 ,; 
2. 7,323 -Willie Taggart, 1995-98 
I 
i 3. 4,782 - Johnny Vance, 1966-69 4. 4,168 - Justin Haddix, 2003· 
5. 4,109 - Eddie Thompson, 1991-93 
Rushing Yards - Career 
1. 3,997 - Willie Taggart, 1995-98 
2. 3,775 -Antwan Floyd, 1993-96 
3. 3,570 - Joe Arnold, 1985-88 
4. 3,560 - Dickie Moore, 1965-68 
5. 2,707 - Clarence Jackson, 1970-73 
6. 2,479 - Jimmy Woods, 1975-78 
7. 2,460 - Len-on Moore, 2003· 
8. 2,349 - Eddie Thompson, 1991-93 
9. 2,243 - Gene McFadden, 1950-53 
10. 2,219 - John Embree, 1970-73 
100-Yard Games - Career 
1. 18 - Antwan Floyd, 1993-96 
2. 17 - Willie Taggart, 1995-98 
17 - Dickie Moore, 1965-68 
4. 13 - Joe Arnold, 1985-88 
5. 12 - Lerron Moore, 2003-
Completion Percentage - Career (min 300 atts) 
1. .546 - Justin Haddix, 2003-
2. .536 - Ralph Antone, 1979-82 
3. .533 - Jeff Cesarone, 1984-87 
4. .501 - John Hall, 1977-80 
5. .496 - Mike Egan, 1965-68 
Completions - Season 
1. 253 - Jeff Cesarone, 1985 
2. 207 - Jeff Cesarone, 1986 
3. 155 - Johnny Vance, 1969 
4. 152 - Jeff Cesarone, 1987 
5. 135 - Ralph Antone, 1982 
6. 127 - Jimmy Feix, 1952 
7. 1 23 - Jeff Cesarone, 1984 
8. 117 - David Armstrong, 1988 
9. 113 - Justin Haddix, 2003 
10. 112 - Justin Haddix, 2004 
Passing Yards - Season 
1. 2,737 - Jeff Cesarone, 1985 
2. 2,396 - Jeff Cesarone, 1986 
3. 1,943 - Johnny Vance, 1969 
4. 1,887 - Jeff Cesarone, 1987 
5. 1,875 - Justin Haddix, 2003 
6. 1,752 - Jimmy Feix, 1952 
7. 1,734 - Justin Haddix, 2004 
8 . 1,661 - Jason Michael, 2002 
9. 1,657 - Ralph Antone, 1982 
10. 1,546 - Jeff Cesarone, 1984 
Porter Picks Up Pair Of Honors - Sophomore Brian Porter earned Offensive Player-of-the-Week 
honors from both The Sports Network and the Gateway Conference after matching a school record with 
four touchdowns while rushing for a career-best 213 yards at FIU. Porter - who now ranks 10th in the 
league with 57.3 yards per outing - broke a 14-14 tie with a 5-yard touchdown run on the Hilltoppers' 
first drive of the second half, then put the game out of reach with scores from 67 and 46 yards out in the 
fourth quarter. The 67-yard dash was the longest run from scrimmage by a Topper this season. 
Strong Safety Named Special Teams Player Of The Week - Dennis Mitchell was named the 
Gateway's Special Teams Player of the Week after he set up the game-winning score with a 38-yard kick 
return to start the second half, then blocked a field goal on the first play of the fourth quarter with the 
Hilltoppers holding on to a seven-point advantage as Western earned a three-touchdown victory at 
transitional 1-A Florida International to close the regular season. The junior helped set the stage for the 
blocked kick with a 4-yard tackle for loss on 1st-and-goal from the WKU-3 and a pass defensed one snap 
later, as he ended the day with eight tackles (seven unassisted). 
Moore Moving Up Charts - RB Lerron Moore leads the team on the ground with 107.8 yards per 
contest, as he is 30 yards shy of posting back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons - current assistant head coach 
Willie Taggart was the last player to accomplish the feat after leading the Hilltoppers in rushing in both 
1997 and '98. Moore enters the postseason needing just 40 yards to post 2,500 in his first two years on 
the Hill, as he already ranks seventh in school history in rushing. 
Smith Has Solid final Season - Senior Deonte Smith is WKU's leading tackler entering the Sam 
Houston State contest, as he has posted 98 total stops - including a team-high-tying 1 0½ for loss - in his 
second, and final; year on the Hill. One of two Western linebackers to claim the Gateway Conference 
Defensive Player-of-the-Week award twice this fall, he has a team-best five contests with double-figure 
tackles while leading the Hilltoppers in the category on five occasions. 
No Sophomore Slump For WKU QB - Justin Haddix ended the regular season with 2,000 yards of total 
offense, becoming the first Topper to reach that plateau prior to the playoffs since Taggart - the 
sophomore's position coach - had 2,012 in 11 games in 1998. In fact, he's the first individual on the Hill 
to post back-to-back seasons with 2,000 yards of total offense since Jeff Cesarone accomplished the feat 
in 1985 and '86. Haddix ranks eighth on the season record list in the category, while he also stands 
seventh with 1,734 passing yards this year. 
Thomas Tops Topper Defense At FIU - CB Antonio Thomas had a game-high-tying nine tackles (seven 
unassisted) and broke up a pass in helping WKU defeat transitional 1-A Florida International last week, with 
one of the stops coming on third down inside the WKU-10 that led to a blocked field goal. The senior's 
efforts helped the Toppers hold the Golden Panthers scoreless in the second half as well as two touch-
downs below their scoring average entering the game. Thomas - who has a career-high 70 tackles to 
lead all conference cornerbacks - is tied for second in the league, and 11th nationally, after recording six 
interceptions in the regular season. 
Perkins Picks Up Slack In Western Receiving Corps - The Hilltoppers came into 2004 minus the 
services of last year's top two receivers, Casey Rooney and Shannon Hayes, who combined to post 1,553 
yards in their final season. But, junior Maurice Perkins has helped fill the void, leading WKU with 38 
catches for 746 yards to rank in the top 10 in the Gateway in both receptions and yards per contest. 
Perkins led Western in receiving in nine of 11 games in the regular season after posting two catches for 
a team-high 56 yards in last week's victory over the Golden Panthers. He ranks third on the squad with 
826 all-purpose yards after adding 80 on the ground, as Perkins averaged 13 .3 yards per carry. 
Cavitt Has Career Year In Final Season On The Hill - Getty Cavitt moved from the defensive line to 
outside linebacker in the preseason, with the senior posting a career-best 76 total tackles including 8 ½ 
behind the line of scrimmage this fall. After collecting six stops in the regular-season finale last week, he 
needs just two tackles in the postseason to equal his two-year total coming into 2004. Cavitt is one of six 
Hilltoppers with more than one interception, and he also leads Western's linebackers with three passes 
broken up. 
Punter Has A Place In WKU Record Book - Senior P Brian Claybourn enters the playoffs ranked 
second all-time at Western with 223 punts for 9,120 yards in his four-year career, as his average of 40.9 
yards per kick also is the second-highest in school history. Claybourn is fourth nationally entering the 
postseason after averaging a career-best 43.7 yards per punt this fall - that's more than a yard higher than 
the previous school standard set by Ray Farmer in 1980 - as his efforts have the Hilltoppers ranked 
second in the country with a net of 40.3 yards per kick. Claybourn averaged better than 42 yards per 
punt in eight of 11 contests this season after he posted an average of 46 yards per kick at FIU. 
Rumph Ready From The Start - FS Marion Rumph is the only true freshman to start every game this 
year, finishing the regular season fifth on the squad with 64 total tackles. It's the most stops by a Topper 
in his first collegiate season since Bobby Sippio recorded 75 in 1999 - Rumph matched the former All-
American's first-year interception total when he picked off his fourth pass in last week's FIU victory. His 
six tackles against the Golden Panthers were the most he has collected since making eight stops in the 
Toppers' Homecoming win over Indiana State on Oct. 23. 
Fortifying The Front Line - Junior-college transfers Joe Woolridge (34) and Daniel Williams (30) added 
immediate assistance to the WKU defensive line, ranking first and second in tackles at the position, 
respectively. Williams is fifth on the team with 7½ stops for loss, while Woolridge is one of three players 
on defense to both force and recover a fumble this fall. 
Willis Gives Western Triple Threat At Tailback - Although he missed the Florida International game, 
Stephen Willis has rushed for 451 yards and five touchdowns in his first year on the Hill. In addition to 
averaging 5.4 yards per carry, Willis' 127 yards (on eight receptions) led WKU's running back contin-
gent. His career-best 178 yards Nov. 6 at Southwest Missouri State started a string in which each of the 
Toppers' regular running backs posted a career-high total in the final three games of the regular season 
- Moore collected a Western season-best 219 yards on the ground in a win over Western Illinois prior 
to Porter's performance last weekend. 
B. Smith In The Backfield - Junior OLB Brandon Smith ended the regular season tied for the 
conference lead with 0.45 sacks per contest after recording a team-best five this fall, while he also 
matched Deonte Smith with a team-high 1 0½ tackles behind the line of scrimmage. Smith has 17 stops 
in the last three games after posting 13 in the previous four outings. 
The Other New Comerback - Artis Neal was one of three Hilltoppers to intercept a pass in last week's 
victory at FIU, giving him three in his first season as a starter. Neal - who had just one tackle in eight 
appearances in 2003 - has recorded 3 9 stops this year and enters the playoffs ranked second on the 
squad with six passes broken up. 
James Earns Kicking Job In Midseason - Chris James took over Western's placekicking duties in the 
Toppers' Gateway Conference opener against Youngstown State Oct. 2, going on to hit 8-of-11 field-goal 
attempts while converting all 31 points-after-touchdown. The redshirt freshman ranks third on the team 
with 55 points, as he needs four more to pass former Al~American Jeff Poisel and move into the top 10 
on the season record list for scoring by a kicker. 
Clemons Makes A Comeback - WR Cory Clemons caught three passes for 78 yards in his collegiate 
debut against Youngstown State, but was sidelined with an injury prior to the Hilltoppers' game the 
following week at Northern Iowa as he ended up missing the last four contests in October. The freshman 
has three receptions in the last two weeks after grabbing two in his first career start last week at Florida 
International. ' 
Triple Threat - Blake Ladson has proven to be a threat in multiple ways for the WKU offense this 
season, rushing for 136 yards, throwing for another 67 and adding two receptions for 18 yards. The 
sophomore quarterback-who has completed all nine pass attempts in his two-year career - collected 31 
yards on his only rushing attempt in the fourth quarter of last week's victory. 
Hamilton Gives Haddix A Deep Threat - WR Curtis Hamilton is one of three Toppers to catch at least 
10 passes this season, as his average of 20.1 yards per reception leads Western's wideouts. Hamilton 
caught at least one pass in four straight contests from Oct. 16-Nov. 6 before suffering an injury on the first 
play of the Western Illinois game that caused him to sit out last week. Hamilton has the most receptions 
by a WKU freshman since Donte Pimpleton collected 15 in 1998. 
Clayton Makes Them Count - Earl Clayton has six catches this year, but two of those have hit paydirt 
as the junior is tied for the team lead in touchdown receptions. His 53-yard touchdown catch in a 31-9 
win over Indiana State on Oct. 23 is still Western's longest scoring play through the air this fall. 
Cassity Coming On - Redshirt freshman Ross Cassity has started the last three contests at fullback and 
although he has just three carries for seven yards, he caught four passes for 34 yards in five appearances 
- that reception total is equal to the combined number of catches by the other three Hilltoppers who 
have manned the position this fall . 
On The Move - The Toppers had 23 first downs in the FIU victory, giving them more than 20 in each 
of the last three regular season games. It's the first time Western has recorded 20 or more first downs 
in three straight contests since Oct. 5-19, 2002. 
Time Of Possession A Telling Stat - WKU has won the battle for time of possession in each of its last 
four games after controlling the ball for more than 30 minutes just once in this season's first seven 
contests. As a result, Western has run more than 70 plays in each of the last three weeks after failing to 
take that many snaps in the first eight games of the season. The Hilltoppers have won their last seven 
contests when holding the ball longer than the opposition. 
Conversion Rate Climbing - Western enters the playoffs leading the Gateway in third-down conver-
sions at 44.9 percent after successfully moving the chains more than half the time in each of the last four 
contests. The Toppers have converted 35 of their last 60 third downs (58.3%), and have also been 
successful on their last three fourth-down conversions in the last two games. 
The Toppers And Turnovers - With three interceptions of FIU QB Josh Padrick last week against just 
one lost fumble, the Toppers posted a positive turnover margin for the first time since defeating 
nationally ranked Northern Iowa Oct. 9. Western - which still ranks 17th in the nation with a plus-0.82 
turnover margin entering the postseason, as their 28 takeaways are 14th in the country - is 8-1 this 
season when committing the same or fewer miscues than the opposition. 
Toppers Used To Aerial Attacks - During their five-game winning streak, the Hilltoppers have seen the 
opposing offense attempt more than 30 passes in every contest. WKU is 8-0 this year when the 
opposition throws 30 or more passes, and has won its last 15 contests when facing a minimum of 30 
attempts through the air dating back to the start of the 2002 season. 
~ Record Book (cont'd) ] 
Pass Efficiency - Season (min 90 atts) 
1. 157.48 - Jason Johnson, 2000 
2. 157.11 -Jason Michael, 2002 
3 . 147.98 - Leo Peckenpaugh, 1973 
4. 140.89 - Willie Taggart, 1997 
5. 137.28 - Justin Haddix, 2004 
6. 135.80 - J.J. Jewell, 1994 
7. 134.63 - Eddie Thompson, 1993 
8. 134.26 - Justin Haddix, 2003 
Pass Efficiency - Career (min 250 atts) 
1. 135.64 - Justin Haddix, 2003-
2. 127.71 - Willie Taggart, 1995-98 
3. 117.10 - Ralph Antone, 1979-82 
4. 113.45 - Jimmy Feix, 1949-52 
5. 112.89 - John Hall, 1977-80 
Scoring - Game 
1. 24 - Brian Porter at Fla. International, 11/20/04 
24 - Lenoo Moore vs. Western llfinois, 11/13/04 
24- Eddie Thompson vs. Southern Illinois, 10/29/92 
24-Joe Arnold at North Carolina A&T, 11/21/87 
24- Porter Williams vs. Murray State, 11 /17 /73 
24-DickieMoore vs. Tennessee Tech, 10/14/67 
24 - Carroll Broderick vs. Evansville , 9/24/32 
Touchdowns - Game 
1 . 4 - Brian Porter at Fla. International, 11/20/04 
4 - Lerron Moore vs. Western Illinois, 11/13/04 
4-Eddie Thompson vs. Southern Illinois, 10/29/92 
4-Joe Arnold at North Carolina A&T, 11/21/87 
4 - Porter Williams vs. Murray State, 11 /17 /73 
4- Dickie Moore vs. Tennessee Tech, 10/14/67 
Touchdowns - Season 
1. 19 - Clarence Jackson, 1973 
19 - Dickie Moore, 1967 
3. 16 -Willie Taggart, 1997 
4. 15 - Willie Taggart, 1998 
5 . 15 - Joe Arnold, 1988 
6 . 14 - Jason Michael, 2002 
7. 13 - Brian Porter, 2004 
13- Lerron Moore, 2003 
9. 1 2 - Jon Frazier, 2002 
12 - Troy Snardon, 1980 
12 - Max Stevens, 1952 
Unassisted Tackles - Career 
1. 317 - Rick Green, 1972-75 
2. 252 - Biff Madon, 1974-77 
3. 248 - Melvin Wisham, 1997-00 
4. 241 - Erik Dandy, 2000-03 
5. 229 - Tony Towns, 1976-78 
6. 225 - Reginald Hayden, 1976-78 
225 - Lawrence Brame, 1967-70 
8. 218 - Richard Grice, 1989-92 
214 - Sherrod Coates, 1999-02 
10. 207 - Charles Thompson, 2001-
Assisted Tackles - Career 
1 . 298 - Paul Gray, 1980-83 
2. 223 - Rick Green, 1972-75 
3 . 206 - Walter York, 1980-83 
4. 197 - Charles Thompson, 2001· 
5. 192 - Tom Tussey, 1979-81 
Total Tackles - Career 
1. 540 - Rick Green, 1972-75 
2. 488 - Paul Gray, 1980-83 
3. 424 - Erik Dandy, 2000-03 
4. 404 - Charles Thompson, 2001-
5. 401 - Melvin Wisham, 1997-00 
401 - Biff Madon, 1974-77 
Gateway Football Conference 
Preseason Poll 
(As selected by head coaches, sports informa-
tion directors and selected media) 
1. Southern Illinois (25) .............................. 244 
2. Northern Iowa (6) .................................. 212 
3. WESTERN KENTUCKY (1) .............. 186 
4 . Western Illinois ....................................... 174 
5. Illinois State .............................................. 110 
6. Youngstown State ........... ....................... . 102 
7. Southwest Missouri State .................. ..... 81 
8. Indiana State .............................................. 43 
(first-place votes in parentheses) 
Preseason All-Gateway Team 
OFFENSE 
QB Joel Sambursky, Jr., Southern Illinois 
RB Terrance Freeney, Jr., UNI 
Travis Glasford, Jr., Western Illinois 
FB Mike Larson, Sr., Illinois State 
WR Reggie Gray, Jr., Western Illinois 
Steven Rush, Sr., SMS 
TE Mike Roberts, Sr., Youngstown State 
OL Buster Ashley, Sr., Western Kentucky 
Stafford Davis, Jr., Illinois State 
Fred Layne, Sr., Western Illinois 
Elmer McDaniel, Sr., Southern Illinois 
Stuart Williams, Sr., Indiana State 
PK Stephen Carroll, Sr., Illinois State 
DEFENSE 
DL Billy Beard, Sr., Southern Illinois 
Linton Brown, Jr., Southern Illinois 
Kyle Mitchell, Jr., Indiana State 
Steve Watson, Sr., SMS 
LB Boomer Grigsby, Sr., Illinois State 
Brandon Smith, Jr., Western Kentucky 
Charles Thompson, Sr., Western Kentucky 
Royal Whitaker, Jr., Southern Illinois 
DB Mike Bracken, Sr., Youngstown State 
Dre Dokes, So., UNI 
Frank Johnson, Jr., Southern Illinois 
Alexis Moreland, Sr., Southern Illinois 
P Brian Claybourn, Sr., Western Kentucky 
RS James Norris, Sr., Western Illinois 
HONORABLE MENTION 
QB Tom Petrie, Jr., UNI 
RB Lerron Moore, Jr., Western Kentucky 
Cody Pratt, Sr., SMS 
FB Matt Yellin, Jr., Youngstown State 
WR Brent Little, Jr., Southern Illinois 
James Norris, Sr., Western Illinois 
TE Andy Thorn, Sr., UNI 
OL Jeremy Melville, Sr., Illinois State 
Brad Durham, Sr., SMS 
Mike Stegeman, Jr., Illinois State 
PK Brian Wingert, So., UNI 
Nick Terracina, Sr., Youngstown State 
Justin Langan, Sr., Western Illinois 
DL Kevin Stensrud, Jr., UNI 
Charlie Phillips, Jr., Western Kentucky 
LB Kevin Sears, So., SMS 
DB Antwan Oliver, Sr., Illinois State 
Torre Endsley, Sr., SMS 
P Ryan Hoffman, Jr., Illinois State 
RS Steven Rush, Sr., SMS 
I ( Western Amon(! The Gateway Leaders J '_I 
\-'=================================::;, 
Passing (yards per game/ 
Rushing Offense (yards per game) 
1. Southern Illinois ................................ 282.3 
1. Yance Vaughn, ILS .............. ... .......... 225.9 
7. Justin Haddix, WKU ..................... 157.6 
2. Western Kentucky ....................... 237.5 Pass Efficiency (rating points/ 
Passing Offense (yards per game) 
1. Illinois State .................................... .. .. 226.8 
1. Joel Sambursky, SIU ......................... 175.3 
3. Justin Haddix, WKU ..................... 137.3 
8. Western Kentucky ....................... 163.7 Total Offense (yards per game/ 
Pass Efficiency Offense (rating points) 
1. Southern Illinois ................................ 173.6 
1. Yance Vaughn, ILS ........................... 227.2 
4. Justin Haddix, WKU ..................... 181.8 
10. Lerron Moore, WKU .................... 107.8 
3. Western Kentucky ....................... 140.2 
Total Offense {yards per game) 
1. Southern Illinois ................................ 506.4 
Receptions per Game 
1. Steven Rysh, SMS .. .......... .................. 5.60 
7. Maurice Perkins, WKU .................. 3.45 
2. Western Kentucky ....................... 401.2 
Net Punting (average per play) 
Receiving Yards per Game 
1. Brent Little, SIU .. ................................. 76 .0 
1. Western Kentucky ......................... 40.3 
2. Illinois State ... ................................ ....... 36.1 
4. Maurice Perkins, WKU .................. 67.8 
Punt Returns (yards per return) 
Interceptions (interceptions per game/ 
1 . Darren Barnett, SMS .............. ......... .. 0.64 
1. Western Kentucky ......................... 11.3 2. Antonio Thomas, WKU ..•..•............ 0.55 
2. SMS .................. ....................... ............... 11.2 t6. Marion Rumph, WKU .................... 0.36 
Kickoff Returns (yards per return) 
1. SMS ................................. ....... ........... ..... 23.3 
6. Western Kentucky ......................... 20.1 
Punting (average per kick) 
1. Ryan Hoffman, ILS ............................. . 43.9 
2. Brian Claybourn, WKU .................. 43.7 
Scoring Offense (points per game) 
1. Southern Illinois ................. ................. 43.6 
Punt Returns (average per return/ 
1. Dennis Mitchell, WKU ................... 11.4 
3. Western Kentucky ......................... 29.6 2. Joe Walkins, ILS .................... ............... 10.4 
Rushing Defense (yards per game) 
1. Southern Illinois .................................. 99.0 
Kickoff Returns (average per return) 
1. Scottie Reddix, SMS ...................... .... 25.8 
3. Western Kentucky ....................... 134.1 7. Dennis Mitchell, WKU ................... 20.1 
Passing Defense (yards per game/ 
1. Western Illinois ... ............................... 157.2 
5. Western Kentucky ....................... 200.4 
Field Goals (field goals made per game/ 
1. Kyle Hooper, INS ......... ....................... 1.45 
7. Chris James, WKU .......................... 0.89 
Pass Efficiency Defense (rating points) 
1. Southern Illinois ............ ...................... 90.6 
3. Western Kentucky ....................... 106.6 
Scoring (points per game/ 
1. Craig Coffin, SIU ................................... 8.9 
3. Lerron Moore, WKU ........................ 7.3 
Total Defense (yards per game/ 
t7. Brian Porter, WKU ........................... 7.1 
1 . Southern Illinois ................................ 280.4 
3. Western Kentucky ....................... 334.5 
All-Purpose Running (yards per game/ 
1. Travis Glasford, WIU ........... ............ 154.4 
4. Lerron Moore, WKU .................... 114.2 
Scoring Defense (points per game) 
1 . Southern Illinois .................................. 11. 2 
2. Western Kentucky ......................... 15.7 
Tackles (per game/ 
1. Boomer Grigsby, ILS ........ ......... ........ 12.9 
6. Deonte Smith, WKU ........................ 8.9 
Turnover Margin (+/-I 
1. Southern Illinois ......... ....... ................ +1.18 
7. Charles Thompson, WKU ................ 8.4 
4. Western Kentucky ....................... +0.82 Tackles For Loss (per game/ 
1. Brent Hawkins, ILS ............................. 1.50 
INDIVIDUAL 5. Brandon Smith, WKU ................ .... 0.95 
Rushing (yards per game) 
Deonte Smith, WKU ...................... 0.95 
1. Travis Glasford, WIU ....................... 108.0 Sacks (per game/ 
2. Lerron Moore, WKU .................... 107.8 
10. Brian Porter, WKU ......................... 57.3 
1. Brandon Smith, WKU .................... 0.45 
Phillips Doyle, SIU ................. ..... ........ 0.45 
WKU Opponents WKU Breakdown by Game 
Trips 46 37 at K-State - 3 trips, 2 TDs, 0 FGs, 67% score 
TDs 33 18 vs. Concord - 8 trips, 7 TDs, 1 FG, 100% score 
FGs 8 6 at EKU - 2 trips, 2 TDs, 0 FGs, 100% score 
Pct. TD 71.7 48.6 vs. YSU - 3 trips, 1 TD, 2 FGs, 100% score 
Pct. Score 89.1 64.9 at UNI - 4 trips, 1 TD, 1 FG, 50% score 
at SIU - 2 trips, 1 TD, 1 FG, 100% score 
Fumble 2 3 vs. INS - 5 trips, 3 TDs, 1 FG, 80% score 
INT 0 3 vs. ILS - 4 trips, 3 TDs, 1 FG, 100% score 
Missed FG 2 3 at SMS - 4 trips, 4 TDs, 0 FGs, 100% score 
Downs 4 vs. WIU - 7 trips, 6 TDs, 1 FG, 100% score 
End Half 0 0 at FIU - 4 trips, 3 TDs, 0 FGs, 75% score 
The Last Time Out 
#3 WKU 35, Florida International 14 
November 20, 2004 / Miami, Fla. 
WKU 
First Downs ... ........................................ 23 
Rush-Pass-Pen ........................... 1 7-6-0 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ........... ......... 59-383 
Net Yards Passing .............................. 117 
Att-Comp-lnt ........................... ... 14-9-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards ................... 73-500 
· Avg. Gain Per Play ........................ 6.8 
Fumbles-Lost ....... ................. .......... ...... 1-1 
Penalties-Yards ...... ...... ...................... 4-33 
Interceptions-Yards ............................ 3-6 
Punts-Average ............. .......... ........ 2-46.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ........ ..................... 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ...................... 2-38 
Possession Time ............... ............. 32:36 



















0- 14- 7-14--35 
0- 14- 0- 0-- 14 
SCORING SUMMARY 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Justin Haddix, 3, run (Chris James kick), 
14:55 (84 yds, 17 plays, 8:06) 
WKU - Brian Porter, 2, run (James kick), 3:54 
(80 yds, 15 plays, 5:23) 
FIU-Rashod Smith, 19, run (Adam Moss kick), 2:48 
(65 yds, 5 plays, 1 :00) 
FIU - Cory McKinney, 4, pass from Josh Padrick 
(Moss kick), 0:10 (64 yds, 9 plays, 1:38) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Porter, 5, run (James kick), 12:23 (62 yds, 
7 plays, 2:29) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Porter, 67, run (James kick), 4:53 (71 yds, 
2 plays, 0:53) 
WKU - Porter, 46, run (James kick), 3:43 (46 yds, 
1 play, 0:08) 
Attendance: 3,108 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Brian Porter 24-213 / 4 TDs 
FIU - Rashod Smith 29-131 / 1 TD 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 14-9-0 / 117 yds 
FIU - Josh Padrick 44-27-3 / 286 yds / 1 TD 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Perkins 2-56 
Lerron Moore 2-20 
Cory Clemons 2-1 7 
Ross Cassity 2-15 
FIU - Cory McKinney 8-69 / 1 TD 
Harold Leath 6-95 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 2 / 46 .0 
FIU - Doug Jones 2 / 36.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Antonio Thomas 7-2 / 9 
FIU - Johnathan Sturrup 7-2 / 9 
Nick Turnbull 7-2 / 9 
The Last Playoff Game 
NCAA I-AA QUARTERFINALS 
#2 Wofford 34, #8 WKU 17 
December 6, 2003 / Spartanburg, S.C. 
WKU WOF 
First Downs ................... ........................ 15 19 
Rush-Pass-Pen .............................. 7-8-0 17-2-0 
RushAtts-NetYards .......... .......... 31-125 72-311 
Net Yards Passing ............................. 220 20 
Att-Comp-lnt ......... .............. ..... 36-16-3 4-2-1 
Total Plays-Net Yards ................... 67-345 76-331 
Avg. Gain Per Play ........................ 5.1 4.4 
Fumbles-Lost ........................................ 1-1 1-0 
Penalties-Yards .................................. 5-3S 1-10 
Interceptions-Yards ....... ...... ............... 1-0 3-62 
Punts-Average ............................... 5-35.4 5-31.4 
Punt Returns-Yards ............................. 0-0 3-14 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ................... 6-112 3-29 
Possession Time ............. .............. . 26:57 33:03 





7- 3- 0- 7--17 
21- 0- 0-13--34 
WKU _,.Shannon Hayes, 82, pass from Justin Haddix 
(Matt Lange kick), 14:40 (82 yds, 1 play, 0:20) 
WOF - Jeff Zolman, 5, run (kick failed), 10:56 
(70 yds, 11 plays, 3:44) 
WOF - JR. McNair, 1, run (Kevious Johnson run), 
6:57 (32 yds, 7 plays, 2:30) 
WOF - Zolman, 1, run (Nick Robinson kick), 2:58 
(48 yds, 6 plays, 2:23) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU-Lange, 22, field goal, 6:58 (69 yds, 14 plays, 
7:17) 
4th Quarter 
WOF-Zolman, 1, run (kick blocked), 13:32 
(72 yds, 16 plays, 8:05) 
WKU - lerron Moore, 1, run (Lange kick), 7:30 
(79 yds, 16 plays, 6:02) 
WOF - Curtis Nash, 26, run (Robinson kick), 5:26 
(43 yds, 5 plays, 2:04) 
Attendance: 7,500 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU -Lerron Moore 21-77 / 1 TD 
WOF - Jeff Zolman 21-94 / 3 TDs 
J.R. McNair 22-88 / 1 TD 
Kevious Johnson 16-86 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 35-15-3 / 195 yds / 1 TD 
WOF - Jeff Zolman 2-2-0 / 20 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Casey Rooney 8-70 
Shannon Hayes 2-86 / 1 TD 
WOF - Shiel Wood 2-20 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 5 / 35.4 
WOF - Jimmy Miner 5 / 31 .4 
Tackles 
WKU - Erik Dandy 9-6 / 15 
Dennis Mitchell 6-7 / 13 
Charles Thompson 5-6 / 11 
Karl Maslowski 7-3 / 10 
WOF - Matt Nelson 8-4 / 12 
~ Record Book (cont'd) ~ 
Punt Average - Game (min 4) 
1. 52.0 - Brian Claybourn at Kansas St., 9/4/04 
2. 51.3 -Charlie Johnson vs. Middle Tennessee, 11/9/74 
3. 49.60-Brian Claybourn at Kansas St., 8/31/02 
4. 49.57 - Walt Herod vs. Morehead St., 11/1/75 
5. 49.4-Charlie Johnson at Appalachian St, 9/8/73 
Punt Average - Season (min 40) 
1. 43.7 - Brian Claybourn, 2004 
2 . 42.4 - Ray Farmer, 1980 
3 . 42.3 - Charlie Johnson, 1974 
4. 41.2 - Brian Claybourn, 2003 
5. 41.1 - Walt Herod, 1976 
6. 40.4 - Walt Herod, 1975 
7. 40.3 - Todd Davis, 1990 
8. 40.2 -Adam Lindsay, 1986 
9. 40.07 - Brian Claybourn, 2001 
1 0. 40.06 - Alan Ogletree, 1999 
Punts - Career 
1 . 299 - Adam Lindsey, 1983-86 
2. 223 - Brian Claybourn, 2001-
3. 222 - Ray Farmer, 1977-80 
Punt Yards - Career 
1 . 11,450 - Adam Lindsey, 1983-86 
2. 9,120 - Brian Claybourn, 2001-
3. 8,920 - Ray Farmer, 1977-80 
Punt Average - Career (min 150) 
1. 41.2 - Walt Herod, 1973-76 
2. 40.9 - Brian Claybourn, 2001-
3. 40.5 - Charlie Johnson, 1972-75 
4. 40.2 - Ray Farmer, 1977-80 
5. 38.7 - Alan Ogletree, 1997-00 
GATEWAY CONFERENCE 
Punt Average - Career (min 100) 
1. 43.35 - Mike Scifres, WIU, 1999-02 
2. 42.27 - John Amitrano, SIU, 1997-98 
3. 41.2 - Chris Hurst, SMS, 1994-95 
4 . 41.14 - Jake Strader, ILS, 1997-00 
5 . 40.92 - Mark Gagliano, SIU, 1993-96 
6. 40.90 - Brian Claybourn, 2001-
7. 40.5 - Mike Krause, WIU, 1986-89 
8. 40.4 - Ross Schulte, WIU, 1992-94 
TEAM 
Yard Per Play, Rushing - Season 
1. 5.67 - 1998 (3,791 yds, 669 alts) 
2. 5.564 - 1997 (3,984 yds, 716 atts) 
3. 5.559 - 2000 (4,687 yds, 843 alts) 
4. 5.21 - 2003 (3,155 yds, 605 atts) 
5. 5.17 - 2004 (2,612 yds, 505 atts) 
Rushing Touchdowns - Season 
1. 45-1997 (12 games) 
2. 43-1998 (11 games) 
3. 41 -2002 (15 games) 
4. 35 - 1963 (11 games) 
5. 34 - 2004 (11 games) 
34 - 2003 (13 games) 
34 - 2001 (12 games) 
34-2000 (13 games) 
Average Per Punt - Season 
1. 43.7 - 2004 (1,879 yds, 43 punts) 
2. 41 .1 - 1976 (3,202 yds, 78 punts) 
3. 40.4 - 2003 (2,224 yds, 55 punts) 
Interceptions - Season 
1. 35-1960 (13 games) 
2. 29 - 2000 (13 games) 
3. 23 -1968 (10 games) 
4. 22 - 2004 (11 games) 
22-1972 (10 games) 
Depth Charts 
Western Kentucky Hilltoppers 
Multiple OFFENSE 
WR 15 - Curtis Hamilton (6-1, 175, Fr., West Paducah, Ky.) 
84 - Rannen Roberson (6-0, 185, So., Elkhart, Ind.) 
TE 44 - Karl Phillips (6-3, 235, So., Kissimmee, Fla) 
94 - Chris Brunemann (6-3, 240, So., Covington, Ky. 
88 - Jared Holland (6-4, 230, Fr., Franklin, Tenn.) 
LT 71 - Buster Ashley (6-4, 300, Sr_, Owensboro, Ky.) 
76 - Zach Thuney (6-4, 270, Fr., Dayton, Ohio) 
LG 61 - Tyrone Mareko (6-3, 310, Jr., American Samoa) 
74 - Sean Pugh (6-0, 315, Jr., Huber Heights, Ohio) 
C 54 - Erik Losey (6-2, 285, Jr., Hixson, Tenn.) 
72 - Chris Sullivan (5-11 , 245, So., Louisville, Ky.) 
RG 75 - Ryan Thomas (6-3, 300, Sr., Orchard Park, N.Y.) 
52 - Greg Ryan (6-3, 250, Fr., Murray, Ky.) 
RT 56 - Joe Dolchan (6-3, 265, So., Dexter, Ky.) 
77 - Chaz Stradley (6-6, 260, Fr., Corbin, Ky.) 
WR 85 - Maurice Perkins (5-9, 170, fr., lndianapoiis, Ind.) 
86 -Cory Clemons (6-1 , 210, Fr., Valdosta, Ga.) 
QB 16 - Justin Haddix (6-1, 210, So., Jackson, Ky.) 
3 - Blake Ladson (6-1, 175, So., Hopkinsville, Ky.) 
FB 39 - Ross Cassity (6-2, 230, Fr., Versailles, Ky.) 
46 - Eric Williams (5-9, 235, Fr., Dayton, Ohio) 
RB 25 - Lerron Moore (5-10, 210, fr., Columbus, Ohio) 
23 - Brian Porter (5-9, 180, So., Germantown, Md.) 
36 - Stephen Willis (5-10, 195, Fr., Indianapolis, Ind.) 
3-4 DEFENSE 
LE 99 - Charlie Phillips (6-3, 250, fr., Kissimmee, Fla.) 
91 - Dan Dinsmore (6-3, 235, So., Hamilton, Ohio) 
58 - Josh Johnson (6-3, 240, So., Franklin, Tenn.) 
NT 93 - Joe Woolridge (6-1, 305, Jr., Greenwood, S.C.) 
90 - Ross Dickens (6-3, 245, So., Pelham, Ala.) 
53 - Dusty Bear (6-3, 255, Fr., Osprey, Fla.) 
RE 96 - Daniel Williams (6-2, 265, Jr., Baxley, Ga.) 
48 - Evan Brewer (6-2, 230, Fr., Bowling Green, Ky.) 
OLD 11 - Brandon Smith (6-2, 220, fr., Stanford, Ky.) 
19 - Sam Sexton (6-3, 215, So., Ferguson, Ky.) 
ILB 9 - Charles Thompson (6-1, 240, Sr., Louisville, Ky.) 
32 - Jon Hedges (6-1, 225, So., Murray, Ky.) 
29 - Jami DeBerry (6-0, 195, Sr., Franklin, Ky.) 
ILB 7 - Deonte Smith (6-1, 210, Sr., Louisville, Ky.) 
35 - Johnathan Carter (6-2, 210, So., Murfreesboro, Tenn.) 
OLD 31 - Getty Cavitt (6-1, 240, Sr., Owensboro, Ky.) 
59 - Deion Holts (6-2, 250, Jr., Bowling Green, Ky.) 
LCD 6 - Antonio Thomas (6-2, 200, Sr., Louisville, Ky.) 
2 - Kareem Garibaldi (6-0, 185, Jr., Tampa, Fla.) 
SS 21 - Dennis Mitchell (5-8, 180, fr., Indianapolis, Ind.) 
20 - Scott Gresche l (5-9, 195, So., Fairdale, Ky.) 
FS 10 - Marion Rumph (6-2, 190, Fr., Bradenton, Fla.) 
24 - Brandon Mason (6-2, 180, Fr., Nicholasville, Ky.) 
RCB 14 -Artis Neal (5-11, 170, fr., Apopka, Fla.) 
5 - Bo Smith (5-10, 190, Fr., Rockledge, Fla. ) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
PK 83 - Chris fames (6-0, 180, Fr., Fayetteville, Ga.) 
79 - Tanner Siewart (5-10, 175, Fr., Ro bards, Ky.) 
P/KO 8 - Brian Claybourn (6-1, 185, Sr., Evansville, Ind.) 
LS 32 - Jon Hedges (6-1, 225, So., Murray, Ky.) 
H 8 - Brian Claybourn (6-1, 185, Sr., Evansville, Ind.) 
KOR 21 - Dennis Mitchell (5-8, 180, fr., Indianapolis, Ind.) 
23 - Brian Porter (5-9, 180, So., Germantown, Md.) 
5 - Bo Smith (5-10, 190, Fr., Rockledge, Fla. ) 
PR 21 - Dennis Mitchell (5-8, 180, fr., Indianapolis, Ind.) 
Sam Houston State Bearkats 
Multiple One-Back OFFENSE 
WR 17 - Jarrod Fuller (5-8, 170, Sr., Jacksonville, Texas) 
7 - Bernard Campbell (5-8, 170, Sr., Duncanville, Texas) 
FL 83 - Vincent Cartwright (6-4, 215, Sr., Shelbyville, Texas) 
80 - Corey Zeno (5-9, 180, Sr., DeSoto, Texas) 
TE 81 - Corey Roberts (6-5, 295, Jr., Carthage, Texas) 
84 - Blake Martin (6-3, 245, Fr., Hemphill, Texas) 
LT 73 - Lance Hancock (6-6, 275, So., Deer Park, Texas) 
70 - Brandon Hale (6-4, 260, Fr. Grand Prairie, Texas) 
LG 62 - Brennan Williams (6-0, 270, Fr., Decatur, Texas) 
71 - Ben Savell (6-2, 285, Fr., Madisonville, Texas) 
C 55 - Stephen lzevbizua (6-1, 315, Sr., Houston, Texas) 
61 - Ryan Dretke (6-1, 250, Fr., Huntsville, Texas) 
RG 77 - Brock McDaniel (6-2, 270, Fr., Pineland, Texas) 
79 -Alex Ruthstrom (6-3, 295, Fr., Lake Jackson, Texas) 
RT 78 - Chris Louvier (6-5, 295, Sr., Dayton, Texas) 
72 - Stepl:ien Akindona (6-4, 280, So., Missouri City, Texas) 
WR 21 - Jason Mathenia (6-0, 195, Jr., Copperas Cove, Texas) 
22 - Cory Crawford (6-1 , 200, Sr., Houston, Texas) 
QB 11 - Dustin Long (6-3, 210, Sr., Groves, Texas) 
14 - Noah Allen (6-3, 219, So., Pearland, Texas) 
RB 45 - Stevie Smith (5-11, 190, Jr., Sweeny, Texas) 
28 - Jason Godfrey (6-0, 215, Jr., Tomball, Texas) 
1 - Robert Garmon (6-0, 185, Sr., Tyler, Texas) 
4-2-5 DEFENSE 
LE 91 - Steven Hagler (6-3, 255, Sr., Brackettville, Texas) 
90 - David Branch (6-2, 265, So, Houston, Texas) 
LT 51 - Jeff Mayhew (6-4, 290, fr., Nederland, Texas) 
93 - Jeremy Wilson (6-1, 280, Fr., Wilmer-Hutchins, Texas) 
RT 97 - John Griffin (6-3, 265, Jr., Klein, Texas) 
74 - Brandon Villanueva (6-0, 295, So., Austin, Texas) 
RE 94 - Aaron Ivey (6-3, 255, So., San Antonio, Texas) 
99 - Ed Jackson (6-3, 240, So., LaMarque, Texas) 
LB 52 - Marcus Mikulec (6-2, 245, Jr., Canton, Texas) 
30 -Ayo Akindona (6-2, 210, Fr., Missouri City, Texas) 
LB 48 - Michael Saumell-Baston (6-0, 245, Sr., Conroe, Texas) 
57 - Dayton Freeman (6-0, 230, Sr., Buffalo, Texas) 
LCD 3 - Greg Brown (5-11, 190, Jr., Killeen, Texas) 
26 - Ronnie Johnson (5-10, 175, Jr., LaMarque, Texas) 
SS 19 - Braylon Linnear (5-10, 190, So., Dallas, Texas) 
24 - Tony Jones (5-10, 205, So., Cypress, Texas) 
FS 29 - Chadd Oliphant (6-0, 190, So., Texas City, Texas) 
40 - Robert Herron (6-1, 190, Jr., San Antonio, Texas) 
SS 32 - Pau !Donelson (6-0, 210, Sr., New Waverly, Texas) 
38 - D.D. Terry (6-2, 188, So., Willis, Texas) 
RCB 2 - Mark Hughes (5-9, 175, Sr., Arlington, Texas) 
25 - Derrick Harris (5-10, 180, So., Waco, Texas) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
PK 3 - Joey Price (5-8, 180, Sr., Port Neches, Texas) 
18 - Lance Garner (6-0, 185, Jr., Copperas Cove, Texas) 
P 23 - Curtis Parks (6-2, 200, So., Nederland, Texas) 
LS 56 - Patrick Holland (6-2, 220, fr., Waco, Texas) 
H 6 - Travis Tobaben (6-3, 215, Sr., Red Oak, Texas) 
KOR 1 - Robert Garmon (6-0, 185, Sr., Tyler, Texas) 
45 - Stevie Smith (5-11, 190, fr., Sweeny, Texas) 
PR 7 - Bernard Campbell (5-8, 170, Sr., Duncanville, Texas) 
The Hilltoppers In The Final Ref!ular-Season Polls 
The Sports Network 
1. Southern Illinois (10-1) 
2. Furman (9-2) 
3. WESTERN KENTUCKY (9-2) 
4. Georgia Southern (9-2) 
5 . New Hampshire (9-2) 
6. William & Mary (9-2) 
7. Montana (9-2) 
8 . James Madison (9-2) 
9. Sam Houston State (9-2} 
10. Delaware (8-3) 
11 . Hampton (10-1) 
12. Harvard (10-0) 
13 . Jacksonville State (9-1) 
14. Eastern Washington (8-3) 
15. Northwestern (La.) State (8-3) 
16. Lehigh (9-2) 
17. Cal Poly (9-2) 
18. Wofford (8-3) 
19. Alabama State (8-1) 
20. Southern (8-2) 
2 1. Pennsylvania (8-2) 
22. Coastal Carolina (10-1) 
23. South Carolina State (9-2) 
24. North Dakota State (8-3) 
25. Lafayette (8-3) 
Others Receiving Votes: 
Northern Iowa, Portland State, Villanova, Colgate, 
Massachusetts, Southeastern Louisiana, Stephen 
F. Austin, Montana State, Northeastern, Arkan-
sas-Pine Bluff, Monmouth, Maine - 37 teams 
received votes. 
Week-by-Week with WKU 
in The Sports Network 
Preseason ..... ............... ... .. ................ .. ......... ........ 13th 
Week 1 (Sept. 6) .... ...... ................ .. .................. 11th 
Week 2 (Sept. 13) .............. .. ...... ...................... 11th 
Week 3 (Sept. 20} .............. .. .... .. ...... .. ................ 6th 
Week 4 (Sept. 27) .......... .. .................. .. .............. 6th 
Week 5 (Oct. 4) ..... ............................. ... ........... .. 6th 
Week6 (Oct.11) .................. ... .. ........ .. .......... .... 4th 
Week 7 (Oct. 18) ....... ............... .......... ............. 10th 
Week 8 (Oct. 25) .... .......... .. .......... .. .. .. .. .... ......... 7th 
W eek 9 (Nov. 1) ............ ................... ...... ............ 5th 
W eek 10 (Nov. 8) .. .. ........ .. .................... .. ... .... .... 5th 
Week 11 (Nov. 15) .......... ......... .............. .. ......... 3rd 
Week 12 (Nov. 22 ) .. ...... .. .... .. ........ ....... ...... .. .. ... 3rd 
ESPN I USA Today 
1. Southern Illinois (10-1) 
2. Furman (9-2} 
3. WESTERN KENTUCKY (9·2) 
4 . Georgia Southern (9-2) 
5 . New Hampshire (9-2} 
6 . William & Mary (9-2) 
7. Montana (9-2) 
8 . James Madison (9-2) 
9 . Sam Houston State (9-2) 
10. Delaware (8-3) 
11 . Hampton ( 10-1 ) 
12. Harvard (10-0) 
13 . Eastern Washington (8-3) 
14. Jacksonville State (9-1) 
15. Northwestern (La.) State (8-3) 
16. Cal Poly (9-2) 
17. Lehigh (9-2) 
18. Wofford (8-3) 
19. Alabama State (8-1) 
20. Southern (8-2) 
21 . Pennsylvania (8-2) 
22 . South Carolina State (9-2) 
23. North Dakota State (8-3) 
24. Lafayette (8-3) 
25 . Coastal Carolina (10-1) 
Others Receiving Votes: 
Northern Iowa, Portland State, Massachusetts, 
Montana State, Villanova, Colgate, Hofstra, South-
eastern Louisiana, Nicholls State, Maine - 35 
teams received votes. 
Week-by-Week with WKU 
in ESPN/USA Today Poll 
Preseason .......... .... ..... ... ........... .. .. ... .. ...... .. .. ........ 14th 
Week 1 (Sept. 6) .... ....... .. ......... ...... .............. no poll 
Week 2 (Sept. 13) ................................ ............ 10th 
Week 3 (Sept. 20) ....... .................... ...... ............. 6th 
Week 4 (Sept. 27) ........ ...................................... 6th 
Week 5 (Oct. 4) ...................... .. ........... .. .. ........... 6th 
Week 6 (Oct. 11) ..... .... .. .. ............ .. .. .................. 4th 
Week 7 (Oct. 18) ......... ................... .... ........ .. ... 11th 
Week 8 (Oct. 25) ............................................... 8th 
Week 9 (Nov. 1) ............ ........................... .... .. .. .. 5th 
Week 10 (Nov. 8) ....... ...... ....... .. ....... .. .. .............. 5th 
Week 11 (Nov. 15) .................... ........... ........ ..... 3rd 
Week 12 (Nov. 22 ) ...... ............. .... ........ ... ..... ..... 3rd 
Hansen's Football Gazette 
1. Southern Illinois (10-1) 
2. Harvard (10-0) 
3 . William & Mary (9-2) 
4 . Furman (9-2) 
5 . Georgia Southern (9-2) 
6 . James Madison (9-2) 
7. Delaware (8-3) 
8. WESTERN KENTUCKY (9-2) 
9 . New Hampshire (9-2) 
10. Sam Houston State (9-2) 
11. Montana (9-2) 
12. Eastern Washington (8-3) 
13 . Hampton (10-1) 
14. Cal Poly (9-2} 
15. North Dakota State (8-3) 
16. Wofford (8-3) 
17. Villanova (6-5) 
18. Northwestern (La.) State (8-3) 
19. Northern Iowa (7-4) 
20. Portland State (7-4) 
21 . Jacksonville State (9-1) 
22 . Lafayette (8-3) 
23 . Lehigh (9-2) 
24. Coastal Carolina (10-1) 
25 . Pennsylvania (8-2} 
26. South Carolina State (9-2) 
27. Massachusetts (6-5) 
28 . Southern (8-2) 
29. Alabama State (8-1) 
30. Bucknell (7-4) 
31. Stephen F. Austin (6-5) 
32. UC Davis (6-4) 
33 . Hofstra (5-6) 
34. Appalachian State (6-5) 
35. Murray State (7-4) 
36. Alabama A&M (7-4) 
37. Southwest Missouri State (6-5) 
38. Maine (5-6) 
39. Northeastern (5-6) 
40. Bethune-Cookman (6-4) 
Week-by-Week with WKU 
in The football Gazette Poll 
Preseason ....... ........... ........... .... ...................... ..... 14th 
Week 1 (Sept. 6) .. .............. ........... ................... 12th 
Week2 (Sept.13) ........... ... .. ............................ 11th 
Week 3 (Sept. 20) ..... .......... ..... ........ ................ .. 6th 
Week 4 (Sept. 27) ...... ............. .. .. ........ .. ...... .. .. .. 6 th 
Week 5 (Oct. 4) ...... ............... ...... 6th 
Week 6 (Oct. 11) .................. ................. ............ 4th 
Week 7 (Oct. 18) .. ............... .. ....... ...... ... tie- 12th 
Week 8 (Oct. 25) .. .. .. ..................... ..... ............ 10th 
Week 9 (Nov. 1) .......... ................ .... .. .......... ..... 10th 
Week 10 (Nov. 8) ............ .... .. .......... ................... 8th 
Week 11 (Nov. 15) ...... .. ...... ............ .. .. .. .. 8th 
Week 12 (Nov. 22 ) ..... .. .. .. .............. .. .. .. ............ 8th 
WKU And Its '04 Ref!ular-Season Opposition Amonf! the NCAA 1-M Stat Leaders 
Rushing Offense (yards per game) Scoring Offense (points per game/ 
1. Georgia Southern ...................................... 3 73 .00 1. Georgia Southern .................. ....................... 49. 18 
3. Southern Illinois ................... ...................... 282.27 3. Southern Illinois ............................................ 43.64 
12. Westem Kentucky .............................. 237.45 26. Northern Iowa ............................................. 31.91 
27. Northern Iowa .......................................... 203.73 35. Westem Kentucky ................................. 29.64 
3 7. Southwest Missouri State ..... ................... 170.82 39. Western Illinois ............................................. 28.27 
Youngstown State .............. ...................... 170.82 46. Southwest Missouri State ........................... 26.82 
48. Western Illinois .................... ...................... 155.55 51. Eastern Kentucky ............. ............................. 26.36 
51 . Illinois State ................................. ............... 154.27 59. Illinois State ................................................... 25.64 
71. Eastern Kentucky ....................................... 136.55 67. Youngstown State ....................................... 24.55 
78. Indiana State ............. ................................. 131.00 85. Indiana State ................................................. 22.09 
Passing Offense {yards per game) Rushing Defense {yards per game/ 
1. Southeastern Louisiana ...... ......................... 408.0 1. Northwestern (La.) State .............................. 78.2 
38. Illinois State ............................................ ....... 226.3 8. Southern Illinois ................ .............................. 99.0 
41 . Southern Illinois ............................................ 224.1 1 5. Northern Iowa ............................................. 109.3 
43. Western Illinois ............................................. 220. 7 39. Westem Kentucky ................................. 134.1 
51 . Indiana State ................................................. 2 09. 7 45. Illinois State ................................................... 138.5 
70. Eastern Kentucky .......................................... 187.2 52. Eastern Kentucky .............. ............................ 143.9 
71 . Northern Iowa ............................................. 186.2 93. Youngstown State ....................................... 191.9 
75. Southwest Missouri State ........................... 177.6 102. Indiana State ................................................. 216.1 
80. Youngstown State ....................................... 170.7 105. Southwest Missouri State ........................... 218.8 
85. Westem Kentucky ................................ 163.7 117. Western Illinois ............................................. 288.3 
Passing Efficiency Offense (rating points/ Passing Defense {yards per game/ 
1. Georgia Southern ...................................... 182.86 1. Valparaiso ................................................... 128.82 
2. Southern Illinois ......................................... 173.61 11. Western Illinois .......................................... 157.18 
12. Northern Iowa .......................................... 149.75 34. Southern Illinois ......................................... 181 .36 
22. Westem Kentucky .............................. 140.20 38. Youngstown State .............................. ...... 186.09 
36. Youngstown State .................................... 127.43 54. Northern Iowa ..................................... ..... 195.73 
51 . Western Illinois .......................................... 119.71 62. Westem Kentucky .............................. 200.36 
54. Southwest Missouri State ........................ 119.12 63. Eastern Kentucky ....................................... 201.45 
73. Eastern Kentucky ....................................... 112.95 70. Southwest Missouri State .............. .......... 204.55 
88. Indiana State .............................................. 105.75 99. Illinois State ...... ........................................ .. 229.91 
89. Illinois State ................................................ 105.60 104. Indiana State .............................................. 231.73 
Total Offense {yards per game) Pass Efficiency Defense (rating points) 
1. Southeastern Louisiana ............................ 537.09 1. Coastal Carolina .......................................... 82.72 
2. Southern Illinois ......................................... 506.36 3. Southern Illinois ............................................ 90.61 
27. Westem Kentucky .............................. 401.18 19. Western Illinois .......................................... 105.48 
34. Northern Iowa .......................................... 389.91 23. Eastern Kentucky ...... ...... ........................... 106.40 
40. Illinois State .................................. .............. 3 81 .09 24. Westem Kentucky ........ ...................... 106.60 
43. Western Illinois .......................................... 3 76 .27 46. Northern Iowa .......................................... 115.12 
67. Southwest Missouri State ...... .. ................ 348.45 57. Youngstown State .................................... 118.11 
74. Youngstown State .................................... 341.55 75. Southwest Missouri State ........................ 123 .24 
75. Indiana State .............................................. 340. 73 111. Illinois State ..................... ....... ... ................. 146.20 
83. Eastern Kentucky ........... ..... ... ..... ............... 323.73 112. Indiana State ........................... ................... 146.63 
Net Punting {average per play) Total Defense (yards per game) 
1. Northern Arizona ..................... .................... 44.88 1. Northwestern (La.) State ......................... 250.27 
2. Westem Kentucky ................................ 40.30 5. Southern Illinois ......................................... 280.36 
17. Illinois State ................................................... 36.07 18. Northern Iowa .................................. ........ 305.00 
18. Youngstown State ....................................... 36.06 46. Westem Kentucky .............................. 334.45 
21. Southern Illinois ............................................ 35.86 56. Eastern Kentucky ....................................... 345.36 
30. Southwest Missouri State ........................... 34.81 73. Illinois State ................................................ 368.3 6 
34. Eastern Kentucky ................. ......................... 34.60 81. Youngstown State .................................... 378.00 
39. Northern Iowa ............................................. 34.45 104. Southwest Missouri State .................. .. ... . 423.36 
85. Western Illinois ............................................. 3 1 .49 111. Western Illinois .......................... ...... .......... 445.45 
100. lndianaState ................................................. 29.90 113. Indiana State ............................. ........ ......... 447.82 
Punt Retums {yards per return I Scoring Defense {points per game) 
1. Jacksonville State ........ ... .............................. 19.04 1. Southern Illinois .......................... .................. .. 11. 2 
13. Eastern Kentucky .......................................... 12. 75 2. Harvard ........................................... ....... ......... . 13.4 
28. Westem Kentucky .............................. .. 11.32 5. Westem Kentucky ........................... ........ 15.7 
29. Southwest Missouri State ....................... .... 11 .17 15. Northern Iowa ............................................... 18.0 
32. Indiana State ........ ......................................... 10.70 42. Eastern Kentucky .............................. ... .. ....... .. 21.7 
3 7. Illinois State ................................... ~ ............. . 10.31 61. Youngstown State ............................. .... ..... ... 24.7 
50. Western Illinois ................................ ............. .. 9.00 89. Southwest Missouri State ............................. 29.5 
64. Southern Illinois .............................................. 8.47 94. Illinois State ..................................................... 32.0 
84. Youngstown State ........ ..................... ........ . .. 7.13 110. Western Illinois ..................................... ..... .... . 3 7.2 
85. Northern Iowa .............................................. 7.08 112. Indiana State ....... .. ............................. .... ........ 3 7.7 
Kickoff Retums {yards per return/ Turnover Margin {+/. per game) 
1. Hampton ...... ........... ............... .. .. .................. . 29 .45 1. Coastal Carolina ...................................... .... +2.00 
8. Southwest Missouri State ....................... .... 23 .32 7. Southern Illinois ............................................ +1.18 
17. Eastern Kentucky ...................... ................. ... 21.97 9. Northern Iowa ............... ...................... ........ +l .00 
19. Westernlllinois .. ........................................... 21.76 12. Southwest Missouri State ........................... +0.91 
26. Indiana State ................... ..... .... .. ................... 21.13 17. Westem Kentucky ................................. +0.82 
36. Illinois State ........................... ........................ 20.88 23. Western Illinois ............................................. +0.55 
42. Southern Illinois ............................................ 20.30 43. Eastern Kentucky .......................................... +0.27 
50. Westem Kentucky ................................ 20. 11 SO. Indiana State ............ ..................................... +0. 18 
73. Youngstown State ....................................... 19.02 71. Youngstown State .......... ..... ... ....................... ·0.18 
83 . Northern Iowa .............. ............................... 18.48 117. lllinoisState ..................... ........... ........ ........ ..... ·1 .9 1 
INDIVIDUAL 
(ranked among top 50) 
Rushing (yards per game) . 
1. Charles Anthony, Tennessee State ........ 158.09 
15. C.J. Hudson, EKU ..................................... 110. 18 
18. Travis Glasford, WIU ............................... 108.00 
19. Lerron Moore, WKU ......................... 107.78 
27. Cody Pratt, SMS ............... ........................ 101 .45 
31. Terrance Freeney, UNI ............................... 99.45 
48. Brian Thompson, ILS ................................... 86.60 
Passing Efficiency (rating points/ 
1. Erik Meyer, Eastern Washington ............... 175.5 
2. Joel Sambursky, SIU ........................... ........ 175.3 
4. Eric Sanders, UNI ............................ ............ 162. 9 
21. Justin Haddix, WKU ............................ 137.3 
23. Tom Zetts, YSU ............................... ............. 135.6 
42. Steve LaFalce, WIU .................................. .. 122.7 
Total Offense (yards per game/ 
1. Martin Hankins, Southeastern La .............. 383.7 
29. Yance Vaughn, ILS ....................................... 227.2 
46. Joel Sambursky, SIU ................................... 203.2 
SO. Phillip Johnson, INS ..................................... 197.0 
Receptions per Game 
1. DaVon Fowlkes, Appalachian State .......... 9.36 
30. Steven Rush, SMS ...................................... .... 5.60 
Receiving Yards per Game 
1. DaVon Fowlkes, Appalachian State ..... 147.09 
42. Brent Little, SIU ............................................ 76 .00 
46. Steven Rush, SMS ........................................ 7 4. 1 0 
Interceptions {interceptions per game/ 
1. Ahmad Treaudo, Southern .... ....................... 0.89 
5. Darren Barnett, SMS ..... .... ............................ 0.64 
11. Antonio Thomas, WKU .......................... 0.55 
Pierre Wright, EKU ........... .. ........ .................... 0.55 
22. Jovon Lewis, SMS ...................... .................... 0.45 
35. Dre Dokes, UNI ............................................ 0.44 
Marlon McLaughlin, WIU ............................ 0.44 
Punting (average per kick) 
1. Paul Ernster, Northern Arizona ................. 47.84 
3. Ryan Hoffman, ILS ...................... ~ ............... 43.87 
4. Brian Clayboum, WKU ....................... 43.70 
21. Cory Henke, UNI ........................................ 40.56 
25. Zach Kettelkamp, SIU ................................ 40.00 
34. Phil Kuhl, EKU ............................................... 39.21 
Jon Scifres, SMS ..... ................................ ... ... 39.21 
42. Joe Bishop, YSU .......................................... 38.26 
Punt Retums (average per return/ 
1. Craig Agee, Jacksonville State ....... ............ 21. 18 
20. Dennis Mitchell, WKU ............. ........... 11.38 
23. Allen Evans, EKU ...................................... .... 10.45 
24. Joe Walkins, ILS ........................................... 1 0.41 
29. James Norris, WIU ............. ......................... 10.00 
40. Justin Surrency, UNI ............................ .......... 8. 93 
Kickoff Retums (average per return/ 
1. Jerome Mathis, Hampton ............... .......... . 34.38 
8. Kyle Barber, EKU ...................... .............. ..... 27.56 
22. James Norris, WIU ................... ................ .. . 25.45 
25. Steven Rush, SMS ........................................ 25. 10 
31. Therral Hatfield, INS .. ..... ............................ 23.84 
35. Richard Carter, UNI ......................... ........... 23.59 
49. Matt Rycraft, YSU ....................................... 22. 14 
Field Goals (field goals made per game/ 
1. Joe Johnson, Weber State ............ .. ..... ........ 1.55 
2. Kyle Hooper, INS...... .... .... .... .. . . ...... 1 .45 
5. Brian Wingert, UNI ......................... ....... ..... ... 1 .40 
7. Jon Scifres, SMS ................................. ......... ... 1.36 
23. Craig Coffin, SIU ............................. ............... 1.09 
28. Justin Langan, WIU ... ................. ... ........... ... ... 1.00 
Nick Terracina, YSU ..... ... . ... . 1.00 
43. Chris James, WKU .................................. 0.89 
Scoring {points per game I 
1. Chaz Williams, Georgia Southe rn ............ 12. 73 
14. CraigCoffin,SIU ............... . .................. 8.91 
21. Travis Glasford, WIU.... . ..... 8. 40 
25. Brian Wingert, UNI....... . ......... 8.20 
26. Brandon Jacob~, SIU ............... . ...... 8. 18 
37. Lerron Moore, WKU ................... ........... 7.33 
44. Jon Scifres, SMS ....................... . . 7. 18 
45. Brian Porter, WKU ................................. 7.09 
Arkee Whitlock, SIU ..................................... 7.09 
All•Purpose Running {yards per game/ 
1. DaVon Fowlkes, Appalachian State ..... 210.2 7 
11. Travis Glasford, WIU ............................... 1 54.40 
12. James Norris, WIU ................................... 154.09 
26. Steven Rush, SMS .... ............... ... . ..... 140.30 
40. C.J. Hudson, EKU ........ ...................... 126.82 
( The 2004 Hilltoppers TEAM SUPERLATIVES The 2004 Hilltoppers 
Team Highs WKU Hilltoppers 
Points ............................................. 58 vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
TDs Scored .................................. 8 vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
First Downs ..... ............... ........... ... 26 vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 
26 at Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 
26 vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
Rush ..... .................................. 24 vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 
Pass ........ ........ ........... .............. 9 at Southern Illinois, 10/16 
9 at Northern Iowa, 10/9 
Penalty ...... ............................. 2 vs. Indiana State, 10/23 
2 vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
Rush Attempts ............................. 69 at Southwest Missouri State, 11 /6 (336 yds) 
Rush Yards ................................... 473 vs. Western Illinois, 11 /13 (66 atts) 
Pass Attempts ................ ............. . 26 at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 (26· 13-1 / 179 yds) 
Pass Completions ....................... 16 at Southern Illinois, 10/16 (25-16-2 / 202 yds) 
Pass Yards ................................. .. .. 276 vs. Indiana State, 10/23 (18-12-0) 
Offensive Plays ............................ 82 at Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 (461 yds) 
Yards .............................................. 535 vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 (80 plays) 
Average Gain/Play ..... ...... .......... 9.9 vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 (456 yds / 46 plays) 
Penalties ................................ ....... 12 vs. Illinois State, 10/30 (102 yds) 
Penalty Yards ....................... ...... .. 102 vs . Illinois State, 10/30 (1,2 pens) 
Fumbles Lost .................. .............. 2 at Southern Illinois, 10/16 
2 at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 
3rd Down Conversions ........ .... 68.8% (11-16) at Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 
Possession Time ...... ............... .... 39:59 at Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 
Team Lows WKU Hilltoppers 
Points ............................................. 1 O at Southern Illinois, 10/16 
TDs Scored ............... .... ............... 1 at Southern Illinois, 10/16 
First Downs ...................... ............ 13 at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 
13 at Kansas State, 9/4 
Rush ....................................... 4 at Kansas State, 9/4 
Pass ......................... ................ 1 vs. Western Illinois, 11 /13 
Penalty ................................... 0 at Florida International, 11 /20 
0 at Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 
0 at Northern Iowa, 10/9 
0 vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 
0 at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 
Rush Attempts ............................ . 25 at Kansas State, 9/4 (77 yds) 
Rush Yards ............................ ....... 77 at Kansas State, 9/4 (25 atts) 
Pass Attempts .............................. 11 vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 (11-8-1 / 182 yds) 
Pass Completions ...... ................. 6 vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 (14-6-0 / 62 yds) 
Pass Yards .... ................. ................ 62 vs. Western Illinois, 11 /13 (14-6-0) 
Offensive Plays .......... .................. 46 vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 (456 yds) 
46 at Kansas State, 9/4 (259 yds) 
Yards ....................... ... ......... ........... 243 vs. Illinois State, 10/30 (63 plays) 
Average Gain/Play ...... ............ ... 3.9 vs. Illinois State, 10/30 (243 yds / 63 plays) 
Penalties ... .. ...... ... .......... ...... ... ...... 3 at Northern Iowa, 10/9 (35 yds) 
Penalty Yards ........ .. .... ..... ............ 33 at Florida International, 11/20 (4 pens) 
Fumbles Lost ......... ....................... 0 vs. Illinois State, 10/30 
0 vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
0 at Kansas State, 9/4 
3rd Down Conversions ............ 12.5% (1-8) vs . Youngstown State, 10/2 
Possession nme ... ...................... 20:55 at Kansas State, 9/4 
Opponents 
38 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 
5 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 
27 by Kansas State, 9/4 
17 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 
17 by Kansas State, 9/4 
15 by Florida International, 11 /20 
4 by Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
60 by Kansas State, 9/4 (306 yds) 
310 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 (54 atts) 
44 by Florida International, 11/20 (44-27-3 / 286) 
44 by Youngstown State, 10/2 (44-29-2 / 286 yds) 
29 by Youngstown State, 10/2 (44-29-2 / 286 yds) 
286 by Florida International, 11/20 (44-27-3) 
286 by Youngstown State, 10/2 (44-29-2) 
94 by Youngstown State, 10/2 (437 yds) 
502 by Kansas State, 9/4 (81 plays) 
6.6 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 (473 yds / 72 plays) 
9 by Youngstown State, 10/2 (69 yds) 
69 by Youngstown State, 10/2 (9 pens) 
2 by Youngstown State, 10/2 
2 by Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
72.2% (13· 18) by Kansas State, 9/4 
39:05 by Kansas State, 9/4 
Opponents 
0 by Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
0 by Western Illinois, 11 /13 
0 by Indiana State, 10/23 
0 by Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
9 by Southwest Missouri State, 11 /6 
2 by Southwest Missouri State, 11 /6 
6 by Western Illinois, 11 /13 
6 by Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
0 by Florida International, 11/20 
0 by Southwest Missouri State, 11 /6 
0 by Indiana State, 10/23 
0 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 
0 by Northern Iowa, 10/9 
0 by Youngstown State, 10/2 
0 by Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 
0 by Kansas State, 9/4 
19 by Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 (31 yds) 
31 by Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 (19 atts) 
18 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 (18-13-1 / 163 yds) 
12 by Western Illinois, 11/13 (31-12-1 / 95 yds) 
95 by Western Illinois, 11 /13 (31-12· 1) 
52 by Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 (248 yds) 
178 by Western Illinois, 11 /13 (61 plays) 
2.9 by Western Illinois, 11/13 (178 yds / 61 plays) 
1 by Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 (4 yds) 
4 by Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 (1 pen) 
0 by Florida International, 11 /20 
0 by Western Illinois, 11 /13 
0 by Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 
0 by Southern Illinois, 10/16 
0 by Northern Iowa, 10/9 
0 by Eastern Kentucky, 9/ 18 
21.4% (3-14) by Indiana State, 10/23 
20:01 by Southwest Missouri State, 11/6 
} 
The 2004 Hilltoppers INDIVIDUAL SUPERLATIVES - The 2004 Hilltoppers J 
Category WKU Hilltoppers 
Long Rush ........ ..... ...... 67-TD - Brian Porter at Florida International, 11 / 20 
Long Pass .............. ....... 62 - Justin Haddix to Maurice Perkins at Northern Iowa, 10/9 
Long Punt ........ ............ 61 - Brian Claybourn at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 
Long Punt Return .. .... 68-TD - Dennis Mitchell at Northern Iowa, 10/9 
Long KO Return ........ 66 - Brian Porter vs. Illinois State, 10/30 
Long Pass Int. Ret.. .... 48-TD - Deonte Smith vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 
Long Fumble Ret ....... 0 - Evan Brewer vs. Indiana State, 10/23 
0 - Dennis Mitchell vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 
0 - Deonte Smith vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 
0 ----, Brandon Smith vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
0 - Joe Woolridge vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/11 
0 - Charles Thompson at Kansas State, 9/4 
Long FG ......... ...... ....... . 44 - Chris James vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 
Long FG Att ...... ... .. ..... 47 - Chris James at Florida International, 11/20 (no good) 
47 - Tanner Siewart at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 (no good) 
Rush Yards .................. 219 - Lerron Moore vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 (34 atts) 
Rush Attempts ............ 34 - Lerron Moore vs. Western Illinois, 11 /13 (219 yds) 
Pass Yards .... ....... ....... .. 276 - Justin Haddix vs. Indiana State, 10/23 (18-12-0) 
Pass Attempts .. ........... 26 - Justin Haddix at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 (26-13-1 / 179 yds) 
Pass Comps ...... .... ... .... 16 - Justin Haddix at Southern Illinois, 10/16 (25-16-2 / 202 yds) 
Receiving Yards ......... 141 - Maurice Perkins at Northern Iowa, 10/9 (7 catches) 
Receptions ................ .. 7 - Maurice Perkins at Northern Iowa, 10/9 (141 yds) 
Punts .. ........................... 7 - Brian Claybourn at Eastern Kentucky, 9/18 (37.9 avg) 
Punt Average ... .... ...... 52.0 - Brian Claybourn at Kansas State, 9/4 (4 punts, 208 yds) 
Punt Returns ............... 5 - Dennis Mitchell vs. Illinois State, 10/30 (81 yds) 
Punt Return Yards ..... 81 - Dennis Mitchell vs. Illinois State, 10/30 (5 rets) 
Kickoff Returns .... ...... 7 - Dennis Mitchell at Southern Illinois, 10/16 (137 yds) 
Kickoff Ret. Yards ..... . 137 - Dennis Mitchell at Southern Illinois, 10/16 (7 rets) 
Total Offense Alts ...... 36 - Justin Haddix at Southern Illinois, 10/16 (211 yds) 
Total Offense Yds ...... 302 - Justin Haddix vs. Indiana State, 10/23 (21 alts) 
All-Purpose Yds ........... 226 - Lerron Moore vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 (219 rush, 7 rec) 
Points Scored ............. 24 - Brian Porter at Florida International, 11/20 (4 TDs) 
24 - Lerron Moore vs. Western Illinois, 11/13 (4 TDs) 
Opponents 
32 - Darren Sproles, Kansas State, 9/4 
83-TD - A.J . Porter to Steven Rush, SMS, 11/6 
56 - Jon Scifres, Southwest Misseuri State, 11 /6 
28 - Dre Dokes, Northern Iowa, 10/9 
46 - Reggie Gray, Western Illinois, 11 /13 
3 7 - Darren Barnett, Southwest Missouri State, 11 /6 
3 - Alexis Moreland, Southern Illinois, 10/16 
53 - Justin Langan, Western Illinois, 11/13 
53 - Justin Langan, Western Illinois, 11 /13 (good) 
221 - Darren Sproles, Kansas State, 9/4 (42 atts) 
42 - Darren Sproles, Kansas State, 9/4 (221 yds) 
286 - Josh Padrick, Florida International, 11/20 (44-27-3) 
286 - Tom Zetts, Youngstown State, 10/2 (40-28-2) 
44-Josh Padrick, Florida International, 11/20 (44-27-3 / 286 yds) 
28 - Tom Zetts, Youngstown State, 10/2 (40-28-2 / 286 yds) 
151 - Steven Rush, Southwest Missouri State, 11 / 6 (10 catches) 
10 - Steven Rush, Southwest Missouri State, 11 / 6 {151 yds) 
10 - Sam Logan, Indiana State, 10/23 ( 114 yds) 
8 - Kris Coffee, Western Illinois, 11 /13 (31. 9 avg) 
8 - Brandon Anweiler, Indiana State, 10/ 23 (37.9 avg) 
47.2 - Jon Scifres, SMS, 11/6 (6 punts, 283 yds) 
3 - Courtney Reese, Indiana State, 10/23 (27 yds) 
28 - Dre Dokes, Northern Iowa, 10/9 (2 rets) 
6 -Therral Hatfield, Indiana State, 10/23 (157 yds) 
· 157 - Therral Hatfield, Indiana State, 10/23 (6 rets) 
49- Tom Zetts, Youngstown State, 10/2 (281 yds) 
288 - josh Pad rick, Florida International, 11 /20 (47 atts) 
221 - Darren Sproles, Kansas State, 9/4 (221 rush) 
18 - Brandon Jacobs, Southern Illinois, 10/16 (3 TDs) 
(( The 2004 Hilltoppers Game-By-Game Individual Stat Leaders l 
Rushing 
(Att-Yds I TD-Lg) 
at Kansas State .. ...... ..... Lerron Moore {15-63 / 1-25) 
Concord (W.Va.) ........ Stephen Willis {21-156 / 2-24) 
at Eastern Kentucky .. ........ Moore (26-113 / 3-25) 
Youngstown State .. ........... Moore ( 17-1 73 / 1-50) 
at #21 Northern Iowa ....... Moore {13-93 / 0-45) 
at #1 Southern Illinois .. Brian Porter (17-92 / 1-26) 
Indiana State ...... .... .............. Moore (16-65 / 1-16) 
Illinois State ........... .. ............. Moore {19-56 / 0-13) 
at SMS ... ... .. .. ... ..... ........ .. ..... .. Willis (32-178 / 2-26) 
Weste rn Illinois .... .............. Moore (34-219 / 4-22 ) 
at Fla. International. ... .. . Brian Porter (24-21 3 / 4-67) 
Passing 
(Att-Com-Jnt-Yds I TO.Lg) 
Justin Haddix (21-10-0-182 / 1-38) 
Haddix (11-6-0-87 / 1-33) 
Haddix {26-13-1-179 / 0-33) 
Haddix (10-7-1-172 / 1-54) 
Haddix (15-11-0-192 / 0-62) 
Haddix (25-16-2-202 / 0-23) 
Haddix (18-12-0-276 / 1-53) 
Haddix {22-13-1-140 / 2-34) 
Haddix {13-9-4-125 / 0-30) 
Haddix (14-6-0-62 / 0-15) 
Haddix ( 14-9-0-117 / 0-29) 
Receiving 
(Catch-Yds I TO.Lg) 
Maurice Perkins (5-126 / 0-38) 
Perkins (4-61 / 1-33) 
Aaron Scott (3-32 / 0-13) 
Perkins (3-25 / 0-18) 
Cory Clemons (3-78 / 0-54) 
Perkins (7-141 / 0-62) 
Scott (5-68 / 0-21) 
Perkins (4-108 / 0-52) 
Perkins (2-55 / 0-34) 
Curtis Hamilton (2-34 / 0-27) 
Ross Cassity (2-19 / 0-12) 
Brian Porter (2-0 / 0-2) 
Perkins (4-49 / 0-26) 
Perkins (2-15 / 0-10) 
Perkins (2-56 / 0-29) 
Lerron Moore (2-20 / 0-10) 
Clemons (2-17 / 0-1 2) 
Cassity (2-15 / 0-11) 
Tackles 
(UT-AT I Tot) 
Charles Thompson (8-5 / 13) 
Evan Brewer (4-2 / 6) 
Getty Cavitt (1-5 / 6) 
Thompson (4-14 / 18) 
Brandon Smith (8-4 / 12) 
Deonte Smith (6-6 / 12) 
Thompson (3-9 / 12) 
D. Smith (8-2 / 10) 
Marion Rumph (8-6 / 14) 
Thompson (5-6 / 11) 
D. Smith (9-4 / 13) 
Cavitt (6-7 / 13) 
D. Smith (4-3 / 7) 
B. Smith (1-6 / 7) 
D. Smith (5-6 / 11) 
Antonio Thomas (7-2 / 9) 
( The 2004 Hilltoppers Game-by-Game Team Statistics ) 
First Downs Rushing Passing Tot Off 
Team Total / Ru-Pa-Pe Att-Yds / TO.Lg Att-Com-lnt-Yds / TO.Lg Att-Yds Furn-Lost Pen-Yds Punts-Avg 
#13WKU ..... ........ ..... ............ 17/4-8-1 25-77 / 1-2s 21-10-0-182 / 1-38 46-259 1-0 6-40 4-52.0 
at Kansas State ........ ... .......... . 2 7 / 17-10-0 60-306 / 3-32 21-14-0-196 / 0-35 81-502 3-1 6-35 1-38.0 
#11 W K U ... .... .... .... ..... .... ..... 26 / 19-5-2 ss-375 / 6-48 14-9-0-125 / 2-33 69-500 2-0 10-90 2-45.0 
Concord (W.Va.) .............. ..... . 13 / 3-6-4 24-41 / 0-13 32-15-5-141 / 0-48 56-182 3-2 6-50 4-41.2 
#10 WK U ..... ............. ............ 13 / 5-8-0 36-149 / 3-25 26-13-1-179 / 0-33 62-328 3-2 5-55 7-37.9 
at Eastern Kentucky .... .... ....... 15 / 8-7-0 42-104 / 1-22 37-16-7-156 / 0-27 79-260 0-0 6-26 7-36.7 
#6 W K U ........... ...................... 14 / 8-6-0 35-274 / 3-so 11-8-1-182 / 1-54 46-456 2-1 5-40 4-45.2 
Youngstown State ...... .......... 24 / 10-14-0 so-1s1 / 1-21 44-29-2-286 / 2-35 94-437 4-2 9-69 5-38.0 
#6 W K U .... ....................... .... .. 15 / 6-9-0 38-1 so/ 1-45 16-11-0-192 / 0-62 54-342 4-1 3-35 4-47.0 
at #21 Northern Iowa ...... .... 20 / 9-11-0 41 -1 54 / 0-19 26-18-2-2os / 1-33 67-359 1-0 3-30 5-39.0 
#4 W K U .... ...... ... ................. ... 19 / 9-9-1 36-150/1-26 2s-16-2-202 / 0-23 61-352 2-2 5-45 4-38.0 
at #1 Southern Illinois ......... 2 7 / 17-10-0 54-310 / 3-24 18-13-1-163 / 2-39 72-473 1-0 2-10 1-39.0 
#10 WK U ........... ................... 17 / 7-8-2 46-161 / 3-23 18-12-0-276 / 1-53 64-437 3-1 5-40 6-43.8 
Indiana State .. ... ...... ................ . 13 / 5-8-0 31-80 / 0-23 34-22-0-204 / 0-27 65-284 1-1 6-48 8-37.9 
#7WKU ................... .... ......... . 16/7-8-1 40-84 / 1-13 23-14-1-159 / 2-34 63-243 0-0 12-102 5-48.2 
Illinois State .......... ....... ............ 21 / 5-14-2 38-82 / 1-10 31-20-1-2ss / 2-36 75-337 1-0 7-65 5-43.0 
#5 W K U ............... .. .......... .. ... 26 / 20-6-0 69-336 / 4-26 13-9-4-125 / 0-30 82-461 2-1 6-43 2-42.0 
at SMS ................. .......... ..... ..... .... 9 / 2-7-0 19-31/0-20 33-17-0-211 / 3-83 52-248 0-0 1-4 6-47.2 
#5 W K U ..... ... .... ..... .......... ..... 26 / 24-1-1 66-473 / 6-51 14-6-0-62 / 0-15 80-535 1-1 7-42 3-38.3 
Western Illinois .................. ..... 12 / 5-6-1 30-83 / 0-18 31-12-1-95 / 0-19 61-178 0-0 4-30 9-33.3 
#3 W K U ... ......... ..... ........ ... .... 23 / 17-6-0 59-383 / s-67 14-9-0-117 / 0-29 73-500 1-1 4-33 2-46.0 
at Florida International ......... 24 / 9-15-0 32-133 / 1-19 44-27-3-286 / 1-2s 76-419 0-0 5-34 2-36.0 
NCAA I-AA Playoff Schedule - Saturday, Nov. 27, 2004 - NCAA I-AA Playoff Schedule 
Came Site Time (Central) 
Eastern Washington (8-3) at No. 1 Southern Illinois (10-1) .............. ............ ............ Carbondale, Ill . ........... ............... ........ ...... 1:30 pm 
Western Kentucky (9-2) at Sam Houston State (9-2) ......... .............. ............ .... .......... Huntsville, Texas ........................ ....... ... ... 1 pm 
New Hampshire (9-2) at No. 4 Georgia Southern (9-2) ... ................... ...... ..... .... ...... Statesboro, Ga ............ ............................ s pm 
Northwestern (La.) State (8-3) at Montana (9-2) ..... ... ... .... ............ .......... .......... ......... .. Missoula, Mont. ...... .......... ............. .. ... ..... 1 :OS pm 
Hampton (10-1) at No. 3 William & Mary (9-2) .... ..... ..... .. ............................ .. ....... .... .. Williamsburg, Va .... ............ .. ........ .......... 11 am 
Lafayette (8-3) at Delaware (8-3) ....... .... .... .... ... ..... .... .................. ............ ... ... .... .............. Newark, Del. ..... ................. ....... ..... .. ....... . 2 pm 
Jacksonville State (9-1) at No. 2 Furman (9-2) ..... ... ..... ..... .. .................. ..... ........ ........... Greenville, S.C. ....... .............. ..... ........... . 11 am 
James Madison (9-2) at Lehigh (9-2) ·······; ········ ····· ····· ··· ································· ····· ··· ········ Bethlehem, Pa ......... ............... ... ... ........... 11 :30 am 
U:::::==T=h=e=20=0=4= H=il=lt=o=p=p=er=s=-= S=e=le=c=.t=e=d=G=a=m=e=•=b=y•=G=a=m=e= •n=d=i=vi=d=u=a=I =St=a=ti=s=ti=cs===D 
RUSHING (Atts-Yds / TO-Lg) Moore 
at Kansas State ..................................... 15-63 / 1-25 
Concord (W.Va.) ........... ............................. dnp 
at Eastern Kentucky .. .................. ...... 26-113 / 3-25 
Youngstown State .............. ..... .......... 17-173 / 1-50 
at #21 Northern Iowa ............ ............ 13-93 / 0-45 
at #1 Southern Illinois ............................... dnp 
Indiana State ......... ................................ 16-65 / 1-16 
Illinois State ............................. ............. 19-56 /. 0-13 
at Southwest Missouri State ........... 20-114 / 1-19 
Western Illinois ........ .......................... 34-219 / 4-22 
at Florida International ....................... 19-74 / 0-16 
PASSING (Att-Com-ln-Yds I TD-Lg) 
Porter 
7-19 / o-6 
13-90 / 2-23 
1-6/0-6 
7-47 / 2-26 
14-19 / 1-9 
17-92 / 1-26 
12-32/ 1-10 
7-15 / 1-9 
8-29 / 0-13 
7-68/1-32 
24-213 / 4-67 
at Kansas State ................................... ....... .. ............... . 21-10-0-182 / 1-38 
Concord (W.Va.) ....... ................................... ................. 11-6-0-87 / 1-33 
at Eastern Kentucky ...... ............................................. 26-13-1-179 / 0-33 
Youngstown State ..................................................... .. 10-7-1-172 / 1-54 
at #21 Northern Iowa ................................ ............. .. 1 5-11-0-192 / 0-62 
at #1 Southern Illinois ........... ...................... .............. 25-16-2-202 / 0-23 
Indiana State .......................................... ...................... 18-12-0-2 76 / 1-53 
Illinois State ............. ..... ...................................... .......... 22-13-1-140 / 2-34 
at Southwest Missouri State ..... .................. .............. 13-9-4-125 / 0-30 
Western Illinois .............................................................. 14-6-0-62 / 0-15 
at Florida International ............................................. .. 14-9-0-117 / 0-29 
RECEIVING (Rec-Yds / TD-Lg) Perkins 
at Kansas State ... .... .. ................................ 5-126 / 0-38 
Concord (W.Va.) ....................................... 4-61 / 1-33 
at Eastern Kentucky ... .. ... ..... .............. ....... 3-25 / 0-18 
Youngstown State ................. .................... 1-48 / 0-48 
at #21 Northern Iowa ............................ 7-141 / 0-62 
at #1 Southern Illinois ....................... ....... 4-62 / 0-23 
Indiana State ...... .......... ............................. 4-108 / 0-52 
Illinois State ........................ ....... .... ... ...... ..... 2-55 / 0-34 
at Southwest Missouri State ................... 4-49 / 0-26 
Western Illinois .................. ......... .............. . 2-15 / 0-10 
at Florida International ......... ............... ..... 2-56 / 0-29 
TACKLES (AT- UT I Tot) 
at Kansas State ................. ........ .... .. 4-6 / 10 
Concord (W.Va.) ...... ......... ............. 3-2 / 5 
at Eastern Kentucky ....................... 2-4 / 6 
Youngstown State .............. ....... ... . 6-6 / 12 
at #21 Northern Iowa ........ ... ....... 8-2 / 10 
at #1 Southern Illinois .................. 8-4 / 12 
Indiana State .................... ................ 3-4 / 7 
Illinois State ......... .. ....... .................. . 9-4 / 13 
at Southwest Missouri State ........ 4-3 / 7 
Western Illinois ............. ............. ... . 5-6 / 11 
at Florida International ............ ...... 2-3 / 5 
PUNTING 
Claybourn (No - Yds -Avg I Lg-120/ 
Thompson 
8-5 I 13 
3-1 / 4 
4-14/18 
3-9 I 12 
1-2 / 3 
4-3 I 7 
5-6 / 11 
2-5 I 7 
0-4/ 4 
2-4 / 6 
6-1 / 7 
Scott 
0-0 / 0-0 
1-6 / 0-6 
3-32 / 0-13 
0-0 I 0-0 
1-9 / 0-9 
5-68 / 0-21 
1-10 / 0-10 
0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I a-o 
dnp 
0-0 / 0-0 
Cavitt 
1-6 / 7 
1-5 / 6 
6-7 I 13 
5-3 / 8 
5-2 I 7 
3-2 I 5 
2-3 I 5 
6-7 / 13 
0-1 / 1 
2-3 I 5 
5-1 / 6 
at Kansas State ................ .............................. 4-208-52.0 / 59-1 
Concord (W.Va.) ......... ...... ....... ...................... 2-90-45.0 / 52-1 
at Eastern Kentucky ..................................... 7-265-37.9 / 61-2 
Youngstown State ........ .... ... ........................ . 4-181-45.2 / 55-0 
at #21 Northern Iowa ................................. 4-188-47.0 / 52-1 
at #1 Southern Illinois .......................... ....... 4-152-38.0 / 51-2 
Indiana State ............. ................ ..................... 6-263-43.8 / 51-4 
Illinois State ............. ...... .. .................. ..... ........ 5-241-48.2 / 58-0 
at Southwest Missouri State ........................ 2-84-42.0 / 43-0 
Western Illinois ......... ...... .... ........ ............ ....... 3115-38.3 / 44-2 
at Florida International .................................. 2-92-46.0 / 50-0 
Willis Haddix Ladson Wooldridge 
dnp 3-(-5) / 0-4 dnp 0-0 I 0-0 
21-156 / 2-24 5-38 I 1-23 4-37 I 0-48 B-34 I 1-11 
1-2 / 0-2 7-22 / 0-8 0-0 I 0-0 0-0 I 0-0 
3-4 I 0-2 3-12 / 0-6 1-(-4)/0-0 dnp 
3-26 / 0-23 7-6 I 0-7 0-0 I 0-0 dnp 
8-49 I 0-18 11-9 / 0-13 dnp 0-0 I 0-0 
13-25 / 1-7 3-26 / 0-23 1-14 / 0-14 o-o I 0-0 
1-0 / 0-0 8-16 / 0-9 0-0 /0-0 0-0 I o-o 
32-178/2-26 8-17 / 1-6 0-0 I 0-0 0-0 I 0-0 
2-11 / 0-13 11-77 /0-33 5-58/1-51 5-29 I 0-12 
dnp 9-48 I 1-10 1-31 /0-31 2-7 I 0-5 
Ladson FGs Siewart fames (FG - FGA I Distance) 
dnp 0-0 dnp 
3-3-0-38 / 1-28 1-1 (19 good) 0-0 
0-0-0-0 I 0-0 0-1 (47 no good) dnp 
1-1-0-10 / 0-10 dnp 3-3 (37 gd; 38 gd; 28 gd) 
0-0 I a-o dnp 1-2 (21 good; 37 no good) 
dnp dnp 1-1 (29 good) 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp 1-2 (31 good; 42 no good) 
1-1-0-19/0-19 dnp 1-1 (29 good) 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp 0-0 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp 1-1 (44 good) 
0-0 / 0-0 dnp 0-1 (47 no good) 
Hamilton Clemons PUNT RETS - Mitchell (No-Yds I TD-Lg) 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp o-o I 0-0 
1-28 / 1-28 dnp 2-25 / 0-17 
2-59 I 0-33 dnp 4-8 I 0-4 
0-0 I 0-0 3-78 / 0-54 2-17 /0-15 
0-0 I 0-0 dnp 1-68 / 1-68 
3-29 / 0-11 dnp 0-0 I 0-0 
1-35 / 0-35 dnp 4-39/0-19 
2-34 I 0-27 dnp 5-81 / 0-47 
1-16 / 0-16 0-0 I 0-0 3-16 / 0-7 
0-0 I 0-0 1-12/0-12 3-19 / 0-13 
dnp 2-17 /0-12 0-0 I o-o 
A. Thomas Rumph B. Smith Mitchell Neal Woolridge Williams 
5-3 I 8 3-5 / 8 8-3 I 11 3-7 I 10 0-2 I 2 2-0 I 2 0-3 I 3 
0-0 Io 2-0 / 2 3-2 I 5 2-0 I 2 0-2 I 2 2-0 I 2 0-0 / o 
3-4 I 7 0-4 I 4 1-4 / 5 1-1 / 2 2-2 I 4 1-4 / 5 2-3 I 5 
6-4/ 10 3-3 I 6 8-4 / 12 7-4 I 11 5-0 / 5 5-3 / 8 1-4 / 5 
2-3 I 5 4-3 I 7 1-1 / 2 3-3 I 6 5-o I 5 6-o / 6 2-1 / 3 
5-3 I 8 8-6/ 14 1-1 / 2 4-1 / 5 3-1 / 4 2-2 I 4 2-0 I 2 
3-3 I 6 4-4 I 8 3-2 I 5 1-1 / 2 3-1 / 4 0-1 / 1 2-1 / 3 
3-4 I 7 2-0 I 2 1-3 / 4 2-2 I 4 4-2 I 6 0-0 /0 1-0 / 1 
3-2 I 5 2-3 / 5 1-6 / 7 4-2 I 6 0-2 I 2 1-0 / 1 1-3 / 4 
4-1 / 5 2-0 I 2 3-2 / 5 1-0 / 1 2-0 / 2 0-1 / 1 0-1 / 1 
7-2 I 9 4-2 I 6 2-3 I 5 7-1 / 8 3-o / 3 2-2 I 4 3-o I 3 
KO RETURNS (Rets-Yds I TD-Lg) 
Mitchell Porter 
3-37 / 0.30 o-o I 0-0 
1-21 / 0-21 o-o / 0-0 
o-o / o-o 0-0 /0-0 
o-o I o-o 2-43 / 0-23 
3-69 / 0-28 0-0 / 0-0 
7-137 / 0-28 0-0 I 0-0 
0-0 I o-o 2-49 I 0-25 
o-o I 0-0 3-96 / o-66 
a-o I 0-0 2-46 / 0-31 
0-0 I o-o 0-0 I 0-0 
1-38 / 0-38 o-o I o-o 
ll The 2004 Hilltoppers Game-by-Game Starters j I 
Offense 
Opponent WR LT LG C RC RT TE WR/TE 
at K-State ............. Clayton Ashley Mareko Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Brunemann 
Concord ............. Perkins Ashley Hewig Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Roberson 
at EKU .... ..... ... ..... Perkins Ashley Hewig Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Trumbo 
YSU .... ................. . Perkins Ashley Hewig Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Brunemann 
at #21 UNI ......... Perkins Ashley Hewig Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Scott 
at #1 SIU ............ . Perkins Ashley Hewig Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Scott 
Indiana State ...... Perkins Ashley Hewig Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Scott 
Illinois State ........ Perkins Ashley Mareko Losey R. Thomas Dolchan K. Phillips Scott 
at SMS ................. Perkins Ashley Mareko Losey R. Thomas Dolchan Brunemann Hamilton 
Western Ill ......... Perkins Ashley Mareko Losey R. Thomas Dolchan Brunemann Hamilton 
at FIU ................... Perkins Ashley Mareko Losey R. Thomas Dolchan Brunemann Clemons 
Defense 
Opponent LE NT RE OLB /LB /LB OLB CB 
at K-State ........... C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
Concord ... ........ C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
at EKU ............... C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
YSU ........ ............ C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
at #21 UNI ....... C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
at#l SIU ........... C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
Indiana State .... C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
Illinois State ... ... C. Phillips Dickens D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
at SMS ............... C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
Western Ill ....... C. Phillips Dickens D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
at Fl U ................. C. Phillips Woolridge D. Williams B. Smith Thompson D. Smith Cavitt Thomas 
( The 2004 Hilltoppers Coaches' Awards - The 2004 
' 
Offense 
at Kansas State ............... ........ ........................ ..... ... Maurice Perkins, Jr., WR 
Concord (W.Va.) .................................... ...... ..... ... ... Stephen Willis, Fr., RB 
at Eastern Kentucky ................. ................. ...... .. ....... Buster Ashley, Sr., OL 
Youngstown State ................ ......... ..................... .. ..... Joe Dolchan, So., OL 
at #21 Northern Iowa ....... .............................. ... ............. ..... Perkins 
at #1 Southern Illinois .............. ................................ Brian Porter, So., RB 
Indiana State ....... ............ ............................ ......... ..... Justin Haddix, So., QB 
Illinois State .................................................................. ........ ... . Haddix 
at Southwest Missouri State ........................... .... ........... ....... Willis 
Western Illinois .................... .................. ................... Lerron Moore, Jr., RB 
at Florida International ....... .............. ............... ...................... Porter 
Military Science Leadership Award 
at Kansas State .......................... ............................ .. .. Buster Ashley, Sr., OL 
Concord (W.Va.) .................. ......... ... ...... .......... .... ... Deonte Smith, Sr., ILB 
at Eastern Kentucky ...... .. ......................... ................ Ryan Thomas, Sr., OL 
Youngstown State .... ......... .......... ........................ Charles Thompson, Sr., ILB 
at #21 Northern Iowa ...... ......... ...... .............. ... ...... Justin Haddix, So., QB 
at #1 Southern Illinois ........ .............. ..... .. ... ........... ...... Erik Losey, Jr., OL 
Indiana State ............ ... ......... .......... ...................... ... ... Jami DeBerry, Sr., ILB 
Illinois State .......... ........ ... ........ .... ......... .......... .. .......... Getty Cavitt, Sr., OLB 
at Southwest Missouri State .... ... .. ........ ... ........................ Thompson 
Western Illinois .. .. ........ .. ................. ....................... .. ...... ..... senior class 
at Florida In ternational ... ........... ...................... ... .. Antonio Thomas, Sr., CB 
Defense 
Charles Thompson, Sr., ILB 
Joe Woolridge, Jr., DL 
Getty Cavitt, Sr., OLB 
Thompson 
Deonte Smith, Sr., ILB 
Antonio Thomas, Sr., CB 
Marion Rumph, Fr., FS 
A. Thomas 
D. Smith 
Charlie Phillips, DL 
Brandon Smith, OLB 
D. Smith 
Thompson 
Scout Team - Offense 
Jack Rafferty, Fr., QB 
Nick Lowrey, Fr., OL 
Brent Gibbs, Fr., OL 
David Milan, So., TE 
Kevin Washington, Fr., WR 
Philip Bates, Fr., FB 
Jamar Harris, Fr., RB 
Jared Johnson, Fr., FB 
Rafferty 
Earl Clayton, Jr., WR 
Bates 
QB FB/TE/WR RB 
Haddix E. Williams Moore 
Haddix Brunemann Porter 
Haddix Brunemann Moore 
Haddix Hicks Moore 
Haddix Hicks Moore 
Haddix Hicks Porte r 
Haddix Hicks Moore 
Haddix Hamilton Moore 
Haddix Cassity Moore 
Haddix Cassity Moore 
Haddix Cassity Moore 
55 F5 CB 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
Mitchell Rumph Neal 
' Hilltoppers j 
Special Teams 
Brian Claybourn, Sr., P 
Claybourn 
G.J. Wooldridge, Fr., RB 
Chris James, Fr., PK 
Dennis Mitchell, Jr., SS 
Claybourn 
Claybourn 
Jon Hedges, So., ILB/LS 
Brian Porter, So., RB 
Mitchell 
Scout Team - Defense 
Anthony Scolamieri, Fr., ILB 
Clay Stephens, Fr., DB 
Steven Tajer, Fr., DL 
Ben Sowders, Fr., LB 
Fevaeai Mareko, Fr., OLB 
Brad Cloud, Fr., DB 
Dan Cline, Fr., OLB 
Jonathan Baptist, Fr., DB 
Stephens 
Travis Watters, Fr., DB 
Shane Green, Fr., ILB 
Game one 
Kansas State 27, #13 WKU 13 
September 4, 2004 / Manhattan, Kan. 
WKU KSU 
First Downs ......................... ..... ... ......... . 13 27 
Rush-Pass-Pen ..... ............... ..... .... . 4-8-1 1 7-10-0 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ............... .... ... 25-77 60-306 
Net Yards Passing .................... ....... ... 182 196 
Att-Comp-lnt ............. .. .......... ... 21 -10-0 21-14-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards ................... 46-259 81-502 
Avg. Gain Per Play ........................ 5.6 6 .2 
Fumbles-Lost .......... ....... ........ ............... 1-0 3-1 
Penalties-Yards .................................. 6-40 6-35 
Interceptions-Yards .. .... ...................... 0-0 0-0 
Punts-Average ............................... 4-52.0 1-38.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ..... ............. ........ ... 0-0 1-(-1) 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ................... ... 3-3 7 0-0 
Possession Time .................... .. .... .. 20:55 39:05 
Third-Down Conversions ... .............. 2-8 13-18 
WKU (0-1) 
K-State ( 1-0) 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
0- 6- 7- 0--13 
7- 3- 10- 7--27 
KSU- Dylan Meier, 9, run (Joe Rheem kick), 7: 11 
(80 yds, 15 plays, 7:49) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Lerron Moore, 13, run (kick failed), 10:43 
(86 yds, 10 plays, 5:16) 
KSU-Rheem, 22, field goal, 0:00 (54 yds, 9 plays, 
2:58) 
3rd Quarter 
KSU -Darren Sproles, 32, run (Rheem kick), 10:41 
(80 yds, 10 plays, 4:19) 
KSU-Rheem, 19, field goal, 4: 14 (80 yds, 1 o plays, 
4:38) 
WKU - Earl Clayton, 5, pass from Justin Haddix 
(Tanner Siewart kick), 0:12 (58 yds, 8 plays, 4:02) 
4th Quarter 
KSU - Allen Webb, 8, run (Rheem kick), 6:34 
(80 yds, 16 plays, 8 :38) 
Attendance: 46,740 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Lerron Moore 15-63 
KSU - Darren Sproles 42-221 / 1 TD 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 21-10-0 / 182 yds / 1 TD 
KSU - Dylan Meier 18-12-0 / 183 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Perkins 5-126 
KSU - Varnon Figurs 5-84 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 4 / 52 .0 
KSU - Jesse Martinez 1 / 38.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Charles Thompson 8-5 / 13 
Brandon Smith 8-3 / 11 
Deonte Smith 4-6 / 1 o 
Dennis Mitchell 3-7 / 10 
KS U - Jesse Tetuan 7-1 / 8 
Game Two 
#11 WKU 58, Concord (W.Va.) 0 
September 11, 2004 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
CC WKU 
First Downs ...... ........... ... .................... ... 13 26 
Rush-Pass-Pen ...... .. ... ..... .......... .. .. 3-6-4 19-5-2 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ............... ....... 24-41 55-375 
Net Yards Passing ........ ..... ................. 141 125 
Att-Comp-lnt... ......................... 32-15-5 14-9-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards .......... ......... 56-182 69-500 
Avg. Gain Per Play ........ .... ............ 3 .2 7.2 
Fumbles-Lost ............. ..... ................ ...... 3-2 2-0 
Penalties-Yards .................... .. .... ... ..... 6-50 10-90 
Interceptions-Yards ...... .... ..... .... ... ...... 0-0 5-5 
Punts-Average ............................. .. 4-41.2 2-45.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ........... .... .......... .. .. 1-1 3-35 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ...................... 4-87 1-21 
PossessionTime .............. ......... ..... 27:18 32:42 





0- 0- 0- 0-- 0 
27- 14- 14- 3--58 
WKU - Maurice Perkins, 33, pass from Justin 
Haddix (Tanner Siewart), 12:34 (65 yds, 7 plays, 
2:26) 
WKU - Brian Porter, 1, run (Siewart kick), 11: 17 
(19 yds, 4 plays, 1:13) 
WKU - Porter, 1, run (Siewart kick), 9:13 (22 yds, 
5 plays, 1 :56) 
WKU - G.J. Wooldridge, 3, run (kick blocked), 
6:26 (29 yds, 6 plays, 1 :54) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Stephen Willis, 12, run (Siewart kick), 
11 :52 (86 yds, 8 plays, 4:26) 
WKU - Haddix, 1, run (Siewart kick), 8:38 (42 yds, 
4 plays, 1 :29) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Willis, 2, run (Siewart kick), 8:54 (55 yds, 
9 plays, 4:24) 
WKU-Curtis Hamilton, 28, pass from Blake Ladson 
(Chris James kick), 6:06 (79 yds, 5 plays, 2:15) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Siewart, 19, field goal, 14:55 (41 yds, 
9 plays, 4:49) 
Attendance: 10,390 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Stephen Willis 21-156 / 2 TDs 
Brian Porter 13-90 / 2 TDs 
CC - Aaron Morton 8-19 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 11-6-0 / 87 yds / 1 TD 
CC - Derrick Midkiff 14-6-2 / 35 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Perkins 4-61 / 1 TD 
CC - Ron Buskey 5-33 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 2 / 45.0 
CC - Chris Harker 4 / 41 .2 
Tackles 
WKU - Evan Brewer 4-2 / 6 
Getty Cavitt 1-5 / 6 
CC - Robert Sabbatini 6-7 / 13 
Game Three 
#10 WKU 21, Eastern Kentucky 8 
September 18, 2004 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
WKU EKU 
First Downs ... ........ ........ .. .................. .... 13 
Rush-Pass-Pen ......... ..................... 5-8-0 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ...... ............. . 36-149 
Net Yards Passing ........ ......... ........... .. 179 
Att-Comp-lnt ........... ................. 26-13-1 
Total Plays-Net Yards ........ .......... . 62-328 
Avg. Gain Per Play .... .............. ...... 5 .3 
Fumbles-Lost ......... ... ....... ....... ... ... .. .... .. 3-2 
Penalties-Yards .. .. ........ .... .. ..... ....... .... 5-55 
Interceptions-Yards .. .... ... ... ... ...... ..... 7-31 
Punts-Average ........ ........... ............ 7-3 7.9 
Punt Returns-Yards ............................. 4-8 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ........... ........... 1-18 
Possession nme ......... ....... ............ 24: 1 7 


















0- 0- 7-14-- 21 
0- 0- 0- 8-- 8 
SCORING SUMMARY 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Lerron Moore, 6, run (Tanner Siewart kick), 
3:35 (77 yds, 9 plays, 2:27) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Moore, 1, run (Siewart kick), 10:25 (1 yd, 
1 plays, 0:02) 
WKU-Moore, 25, run (Siewart kick), 8: 15 (30 yds, 
3 plays, 1 :30) 
EKU - C.J. Hudson, 1, run (Josh Greco run), 2:49 
(71 yds, 14 plays, 5:26) 
Attendance: 22,700 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Lerron Moore 26-113 / 3 TDs 
EKU - C.J. Hudson 30-107 / 1 TD 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 26-13-1 / 179 yds 
EKU - Josh Greco 36-16-7 / 167 yds 
Receiving 
WKU -Aaron Scott 3-32 
Maurice Perkins 3-25 
EKU - Andre Ralston 6-54 
Allen Evans 4-56 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 7 / 37.9 
EKU - Phil Kuhl 7 / 36.7 
Tackles 
WKU - Charles Thompson 4-14 / 18 
Getty Cavitt 6-7 / 13 
EKU - Jerome Jones 7-4 / 11 
Carl Hayden 4-6 / 1 0 
Game Four 
#6 WKU 44, Youngstown State 19 
October 2, 2004 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
YSU WKU 
First Downs ... ......... ........ ...... ............... .. 24 14 
Rush-Pass-Pen ............... ....... ... 10-14-0 8-6-0 
Rush Atts-Net Yards .................... 50-151 35-274 
Net Yards Passing .................... ...... ... 286 182 
Att-Comp-lnt... ................. ........ 44-29-2 11-8-1 
Total Plays-Net Yards .... ......... .... .. 94-43 7 46-456 
Avg. Gain Per Play ............... ......... 4.6 9.9 
Fumbles-Lost .................. ... ..... .. .. ... ....... 4-2 2-1 
Penalties-Yards ......................... ......... 9-69 
Interceptions-Yards ...... ................. ... 1-20 
Punts-Average ............ ................... 5-38.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ........ ....... ............ 2-24 
Kickoff Returns-Yards .. ................. 5-134 
Possession nme ....... ... ........ .......... 36:59 








YSU (2-3, 0-1) 
WKU (3-1, 1-0) 
7- 0- 0-12--19 
7- 6- 10- 21--44 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
YSU - Monquantae Gibson, 1, run (Nick Terracina 
kick), 7:16 (62 yds, 13 plays, 5:3 7) 
WKU - Brian Porter, 26, run (Chris James kick), 
1 :48 (82 yds, 5 plays, 1 :46) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU- James, 3 7, field goal, 1 :22 (24 yds, 5 plays, 
2:34) 
WKU - James, 38, field goal, 0:00 (10 yds, 2 plays, 
0:12) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU-James, 28, field goal, 10:03 (68 yds, 7plays, 
2:47) 
WKU - Stephen Willis, 2 7, pass from Justin Haddix 
(James kick), 0:19 (94 yds, 7 plays, 3:53) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Deonte Smith, 48, int ret (James kick), 
14:48 
YSU - Kyle Smith, 9, pass from Tom Zetts (pass 
failed), 11 :23 (58 yds, 10 plays, 3:18) 
WKU - Porter, 5, run (James kick), 10:33 (48 yds, 
3 plays, 0:50) 
YSU - Matt Rycraft, 6, pass from Zetts (run failed), 
7:15 (61 yds, 10 plays, 3:11) 
WKU - Lerron Moore, 29, run (James kick), 6:39 
(44 yds, 2 plays, 0:36) 
Attendance: 11 ,619 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Lerron Moore 1 7-1 73 / 1 TD 
YSU - Josh Cayson 13-57 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 10-7-1 / 172 yds / 1 TD 
YSU - Tom Zetts 40-28-2 / 286 yds / 2 TDs 
Receiving 
WKU - Cory Clemons 3-78 
YSU - Shawn Carlson 6-43 
Matt Rycraft 6-29 / 1 TD 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 4 / 45.2 
YSU - Joe Bishop 5 / 38.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Brandon Smith 8-4 / 1 2 
Deonte Smi th 6-6 / 12 
Charles Thompson 3-9 / 12 
Denn is Mitche ll 7-4 / 11 
Antonio Thomas 6-4 / 1 0 
YSU - Mike Bracken 3-3 / 6 
Dorian Chenault 1-5 / 6 
Game Five 
#6 WKU 17, #21 Northern Iowa 10 
October 9, 2004 / Cedar Falls, Iowa 
WKU UNI 
First Downs ....... ..... .................. ....... ...... 1 S 
Rush-Pass-Pen .. ..... ................. .... .. 6-9-0 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ............... ..... 38-150 
Net Yards Passing .... ......... ....... ..... .... 192 
Att-Comp-lnt ........... ...... .... .... ... 16-11-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards ..... .............. 54-342 
Avg. Gain Per Play .............. ..... ..... 6.3 
Fumbles-Lost ....... ... .................... .......... 4-1 
Penalties-Yards ... ...................... ......... 3-35 
Interceptions-Yards ............... .. ........... 2-0 
Punts-Average ............. .... ..... ......... 4-47.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ... ........................ 1-68 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ...................... 3-69 
Possession Time ........... ....... ....... ... 28:27 
















WKU (4-1 , 2-0) 
UNI (1-4, 0-2) 
3- 7- 0- 7--17 
0- 0- 10- 0--10 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
WKU-Chris James, 21, field goal, 11 :17 (60 yds, 
8 plays, 3:43) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Brian Porter, 2, run (James kick), 0:20 
(80 yds, 7 plays, 1 :55) 
3rd Quarter 
UNI - Ben Spellman, 1, pass from Eri c Sanders 
(Brian Wingert kick), 9:26 (80 yds, 11 plays, 5:34) 
UNI-Wingert, 20, field goal, 4:49 (22 yds, 6 plays, 
3 :05) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Dennis Mitchell, 68, punt ret (James kick), 
13:23 
Attendance: 7,518 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Lerron Moore 13-93 
UNI - Richard Carter 15-65 
Terrance Freeney 11 -56 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 15-11-0 / 192 yds 
UNI - Eric Sanders 26-18-2 / 205 yds / 1 TD 
Receiving 
WKU -Maurice Perkins 7-141 
UNI - Andy Thorn 3-48 
Punting 
James Lindgren 3-42 
Curt Bradley 3-20 
Richard Carter 3-11 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 4 / 47.0 
UNI - Cory Henke 5 / 39.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Deonte Smith 8-2 / 10 
UNI - Brett Koebcke 5-5 / 10 
Game Six 
#1 Southern Illinois 38, #4 WKU 10 
October 16, 2004 / Carbondale, Ill. 
WKU SIU 
First Downs .......... .... .......... .......... ......... 19 
Rush-Pass-Pen ........................ ...... 9-9-1 
Rush Alts-Net Yards ...... ............ .. 36-1 SO 
Net Yards Passing ................ ............. 202 
Att-Comp-lnt ......... .. ................. 25-16-2 
Total Plays-Net Yards ..... ....... ...... . 61-352 
Avg. Gain Per Play ...... .... ... .... .... ... 5.8 
Fumbles-Lost ..................... ......... .......... 2-2 
Penalties-Yards ...... .. ........ ...... ..... ....... 5-45 
Interceptions-Yards ............. , ........... 1-(-1) 
Punts-Average .. ......... ..... ............. .. 4-38.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ........... ...... .... .... .... 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ..... ......... ..... 7-13 7 
Possession Time ............................ 26:53 
















WKU (4-2, 2-1) 
SIU (6-1, 3-0) 
0- ~ 0- 7--10 
0- 14- 14-10--38 
SCORING SUMMARY 
2nd Quarter 
SIU - Brandon Jacobs, 1, run (Craig Coffin kick), 
13:16 (88 yds, 12 plays, 5:16) 
SIU -Micah Turner, 10, pass from Joel Sambursky 
(Coffin kick), 11 :39 (25 yds, 4 plays, 1 :31) 
WKU - Chris James, 29, field goal, 0:06 (78 yds, 
13 plays, 4:40) 
3rd Quarter 
SIU - Jacobs, 1, run (Coffin kick), 5:31 (90 yds, 
10 plays, 5:00) 
SIU - Jacobs, 1, run (Coffin kick), 1 :09 (26 yds, 
5 plays, 2:34) 
4th Quarter 
SIU -Coffin, 24, field goal, 8:53 (71 yds, 12 plays, 
5:41) 
WKU - Brian Porter, 2, run (James kick), 6:33 
(62 yds, 9 plays, 2:12) 
SIU - Brent Little, 12, pass from Sambursky (Coffin 
kick), 4:23 (52 yds, 6 plays, 2:08} 
Attendance: 10,143 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Brian Porter 1 7-02 / 1 TD 
SIU - Brandon Jacobs 19-97 / 3 TDs 
Terry Jackson 11 -86 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 25-16-2 / 202 yds 
SIU - Joel Sambursky 18-13-1 / 163 yds / 2 TDs 
Receiving 
WKU - Aaron Scott 5-68 
SIU - Brent Little 4-75 / 1 TD 
Micah Turner 4-40 / 1 TD 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 4 / 38.0 
SIU - Zach Kettelkamp 1 / 39.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Marion Rumph 8-6 / 14 
Deonte Smith 8-4 / 12 
SIU - Royal Whitaker 6-5 / 11 
Alexis Moreland 5-6 / 11 
Game seven 
#10 WKU 31, Indiana State 9 
October 23, 2004 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
INS WKU 
First Downs .......................... ...... ........... 13 1 7 
Rush-Pass-Pen .............................. 5-8-0 7-8-2 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ......... ...... ....... 31 -80 46-161 
Net Yards Passing .............................. 204 276 
Att-Comp-lnt ............................ 34-22-0 18-12-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards ...... ............. 65-284 64-43 7 
Avg. Gain Per Play ......... ............... 4.4 6 .8 
Fumbles-Lost ........................................ 1-1 3-1 
Penalties-Yards .................................. 6-48 5-40 
Interceptions-Yards ............................ ~ 0-0 
Punts-Average .................. .. ........... 8-37.9 6-43 .8 
Punt Returns-Yards .................. ......... 3-27 4-39 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ................... 6-157 4-58 
Possession Time .............. ............. . 30:12 29:48 
Third-Down Conversions ............... 3-14 6-15 
INS (4-4, 1-3) 
WKU (5-2, 3-1) 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
0- 6- 3- 0-- 9 
7- 7- 10- 7--31 
WKU - Lerron Moore, 8, run (Chris James kick), 
3:52 (60 yds, 8 plays, 2:34) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Stephen Willis, 1, run (James kick), 11 :35 
(83 yards, 9 plays, 3:17) 
INS - Kyle Hooper, 29, field goal, 8:03 (4 yds, 
4 plays, 1 :33) 
INS-Hooper, 40, field goal, 1 :38 (53 yds, 10 plays, 
4:00) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Brian Porter, 5, run (James kick), 7:54 
(90 yds, 8 plays, 3:10) 
INS-Hooper, 30, field goal, 3:13 (59 yds, 11 plays, 
4:32) 
WKU - James, 31, field goal, 0:00 (48 yds, 7 plays, 
3 :07) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Earl Clayton, 53, pass from Justin Haddix 
(James kick), 12:59 (50 yds, 2 plays, 0:50) 
Attendance: 7,390 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Lerron Moore 16-65 / 1 TD 
INS - Jake Shields 18-81 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 18-12-0 / 276 yds / 1 TD 
INS - Phillip Johnson 34-22-0 / 204 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Perkins 4-108 
INS-SamLogan 10-114 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 6 / 43.8 
INS - Brandon Anweiler 8 / 37.9 
Tackles 
WKU - Charles Thompson 5-6 / 11 
INS - LaDrelle Bryant 8-4 / 12 
Derrick Williams 6-6 / 12 
Game EiQht 
#7 WKU 24, Illinois State 21 
October 30, 2004 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
/LS 
First Downs ..... .. ............. ....................... 21 
Rush-Pass-Pen ........................... 5-14-2 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ...................... 38-82 
Net Yards Passing ...... ..... .... .. ............. 255 
Att-Comp-lnt ....... ..... ................ 37-20-1 
Total Plays-Net Yards ..... .............. 75-337 
Avg. Gain Per Play ............ .. .. .. ...... 4.5 
Fumbles-Lost ....................................... . 1-0 
Penalties-Yards ............ .......... .. ........ .. 7-65 
Interceptions-Yards ....... .. ........... ........ 1-0 
Punts-Average ............................... 5-43.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ...... ......... .. .......... 2-20 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ................ ........ 0-0 
Possession Time ............ .... ........ .... 29:25 

















ILS (4-4, 2-3) 
WKU (6-2, 4-1) 
0- 13- 0- 8--21 
7- 3- 7- 7--24 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
WKU - Chris Brunemann, 6, pass from Justin 
Haddix (Chris James kick), 4:08 (52 yds, 6 plays, 
2:36) 
2nd Quarter 
ILS-Ramon Barber, 13, pass from Yance Vaughan 
(kick failed), 13:35 (80 yds, 14 plays, 5:33} 
WKU-James, 29, field goal, 9:07 (63 yds, 11 plays, 
4:23} 
I LS-Jason Horton, 36, pass from Vaughan (Stephen 
Carroll kick), 1 :33 (80 yds, 5 plays, 0:39) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Stephen Willis, 3, pass from Haddix 
(James kick), 13:19 (11 yds, 3 plays, 1 :25) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Brian Porter, 9, run (James kick), 10:40 
(33 yds, 8 plays, 4:20) 
ILS - Vaughn, 1, run (Kevett Mickle pass from 
Vaughan), 4:04 (74 yds, 14 plays, 4:09) 
Attendance: 7,126 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Lerron Moore 19-56 
ILS - Brian Thompson 21-67 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 22-13-1 / 140 yds / 2 TDs 
ILS - Yance Vaughan 37-20-1 / 255 yds / 2 TDs 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Perkins 2-55 
Curtis Hamilton 2-34 
Ross Cassity 2-19 
ILS - Kevett Mickle 6-63 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 5/ 48.2 
ILS - Ryan Hoffman 3 / 43.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Deonte Smith 9-4 / 13 
Getty Cavitt 6-7 / 13 
ILS - Antwan Oliver 7-2 / 9 
Game Nine 
#5 WKU 28, SMS 24 
November 6, 2004 / Springfield, Mo. 
WKU SMS 
First Downs ........................... ................ 26 9 
Rush-Pass-Pen ............. ..... ......... 20-6-0 2-7-0 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ....... ..... ... ..... 69-336 19-31 
Net Yards Passing ........ ................... ... 125 
Att-Comp-lnt.. ........ .. ........ .. ........ 13-9-4 
Total Plays-Net Yards ........... ..... ... 82-461 
Avg. Gain Per Play .......... ........... ... 5.6 
Fumbles-Lost ............... .. ....................... 2-1 
Penalties-Yards .. ... ................ ........... .. 6-43 
Interceptions-Yards .......... .................. 0-0 
Punts-Average ..................... ...... .. .. 2-42.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ... ........... ............. 3-16 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ........ .. .... ........ 2-46 
Possession Time ..... ......... .. ....... .. ... 39:59 













WKU (7-2, 5-1) 
SMS (5-5, 2-4) 
7- 7- 0-14--28 
7- 7- 10- 0--24 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
SMS - Steven Rush, 10, pass from A.J. Porter (Jon 
Scifres kick), 13:07 (26 yds, 5 plays, 1 :16} 
WKU - Lerron Moore, 19, run (Chris James kick), 
4:47 (63 yds, 7 plays, 2:23} 
2nd Quarter 
SMS - Rush, 83, pass Porter (Scifres kick), 10:18 
(80 yds, 2 plays, 0:56) 
WKU - Stephen Willis, 1, run (James kick), 1 :07 
(66 yds, 9 plays, 4:50) 
3rd Quarter 
SMS - Matt Buchholz, 2, pass Porter (Scifres kick), 
11 :18 (4 yds, 2 plays, 0:34) 
SMS -Scifres, 40, field goal, 7:42 (12 yds, 7 plays, 
2:00} 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Willis, 1, run (James kick), 10:58 (77 yds, 
14 plays, 7:00) 
WKU - Jutsin Haddix, 1, run (James kick), 6:17 
(55 yds, 7 plays, 2:18) 
Attendance: 8,942 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Stephen Willis 32-1 78 / 2 TDs 
Lerron Moore 20-114 / 1 TD 
SMS - Cody Pratt 9-33 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 13-9-4 / 125 yds 
SMS - A.J. Porter 3 2-17-0 / 21 7 yds / 3 TDs 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Perkins 4-49 
SMS - Steven Rush 10-151 / 2 TDs 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 2 / 42 .0 
SMS - Jon Scifres 6 / 47.2 
Tackles 
WKU - Deonte Smith 4-3 / 7 
SMS - Daryl Johnson 4-1 7 / 21 
Jovon Lewis 6-11 / 1 7 
Darren Barnett 6-8 / 14 
Torre Endsley. 2-12 / 14 
Steve Watson 5-6 / 11 
Game Ten 
#5 WKU 45, Western Illinois 3 
November 13, 2004 / Bowling Green, Ky. 
WIU WKU 
First Downs ........................................... 1 2 
Rush-Pass-Pen ................ .... ...... .. .. 5-6-1 
Rush Atts-Net Yards .......... .......... .. 30-83 
Net Yards Passing ................................ 95 
Att-Comp-lnt.. .......................... 31-12-1 
Total Plays-Net Yards .......... ....... .. 61-1 78 
Avg. Gain Per Play ........................ 2. 9 
Fumbles-Lost .. .... .................................. 0-0 
Penalties-Yards ..... .. ........................... 4-3 0 
Interceptions-Yards .... ..................... .. . 0-0 
Punts-Average ............ ................... 9-33 .3 
Punt Returns-Yards .. ........................... 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ................... 5-138 
Possession Time ........................ .... 21 :54 
















WIU (4-7, 2-5) 
WKU (8-2, 6-1) 
0- 3- 0- 0-- 3 
7- 10- 14-14--45 
SCORING SUMMARY 
1st Quarter 
WKU - Lerron Moore, 9, run (Chris James kick), 
9:14 (40 yds, 6 plays, 2:44) 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Moore, 8, run (James kick), 9:59 (76 yds, 
11 plays, 5:12) 
WKU- James, 44, field goal, 4:56 (16 yds, 6 plays, 
3:25) 
WIU-Langan, 53, field goal, 0:00 (44 yds, 6 plays, 
0:34) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Moore, 6, run (James kick), 7:52 (85 yds, 
11 plays, 5:27) 
WKU - Brian Porter, 15, run (James kick), 0:49 
(81 yds, 10 plays, 5:44) 
4th Quarter 
WKU-Moore, 3, run (James kick), 10:23 (57 yds, 
8 plays, 4:27) 
WKU - Blake Ladson, 2, run (James kick), 4: 13 
(6 7 yds, 6 plays, 2:47) 
Attendance: 7,318 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Lerron Moore 3 4-219 / 4 TDs 
WIU - Travis Glasford 16-56 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 14-6-0 / 62 yds 
WIU -Steve Lafalce 21-9·1 / 71 yds 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Pe rkins 2-15 
WIU - Jermaine High 4-39 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 3 / 38.3 
WIU - Kris Coffee 8 / 31.9 
Tackles 
WKU - Deonte Smith 5-6 / 11 
WIU - Milan Woodard 5-13 / 18 
Wyatt Green 9-8 / 1 7 
Game Eleven 
#3 WKU 35, Florida International 14 
November 20, 2004 / Miami, Fla. 
WKU 
First Downs .......................... .. ............... 23 
Rush-Pass-Pen .......................... . 1 7-6-0 
Rush Atts-Net Yards ........ ........ .... 59-383 
Net Yards Passing .. .... .......... ............. 11 7 
Att-Comp-lnt.. ............................ 14-9-0 
Total Plays-Net Yards ............ .. ..... 73-500 
Avg. Gain Per Play ............. ........... 6.8 
Fumbles-Lost ... .. ................................... 1-1 
Penalties-Yards .................. ................ 4-33 
Interceptions-Yards .......... .................. 3-6 
Punts-Average ......... ..... .. ............... 2-46.0 
Punt Returns-Yards ............................. 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards ..................... . 2-38 
Possession Time .. .......................... 32:36 



















0- 14· 7-14--35 
0-14- 0- 0-- 14 
SCORING SUMMARY 
2nd Quarter 
WKU - Justin Haddix, 3, run (Chris James kick), 
14:55 (84 yds, 17 plays, 8:06) 
WKU - Brian Porter, 2, run (James kick), 3:54 
(80 yds, 15 plays, 5:23) 
FIU-Rashod Smith, 19, run (Adam Moss kick), 2:48 
(65 yds, 5 plays, 1 :00) 
FIU - Cory McKinney, 4, pass from Josh Padrick 
(Moss kick), 0:10 (64 yds, 9 plays, 1 :38) 
3rd Quarter 
WKU - Porter, 5, run (James kick), 12:23 (62 yds, 
7 plays, 2:29) 
4th Quarter 
WKU - Porter, 67, run (James kick), 4:53 (71 yds, 
2 plays, 0:53) 
WKU - Porter, 46, run (James kick), 3:43 (46 yds, 
1 play, 0:08) 
Attendance: 3,108 
INDIVIDUAL STAT LEADERS 
Rushing 
WKU - Brian Porter 24-213 / 4 TDs 
FIU - Rashod Smith 29-131 / 1 TD 
Passing 
WKU - Justin Haddix 14-9-0 / 117 yds 
FIU - Josh Padrick 44-27-3 / 286 yds / 1 TD 
Receiving 
WKU - Maurice Perkins 2-56 
Lerron Moore 2-20 
Cory Clemons 2-1 7 
Ross Cassity 2-15 
FIU - Cory McKinney 8-69 / 1 TD 
Harold Leath 6-95 
Punting 
WKU - Brian Claybourn 2 / 46.0 
FIU - Doug Jones 2 / 36.0 
Tackles 
WKU - Antonio Thomas 7-2 / 9 
FIU - Johnathan Sturrup 7-2 / 9 
Nick Turnbull 7-2 / 9 
Long Scoring Drives (BO yards or more) 
Western Kentucky 
• 94 yards vs. Youngstown State, 10/2 (94 yds, 7 
plays, 3:53; TD - Stephen Willis, 27, pass from 
Justin Haddix; 0:19, 3rd quarter) 
• 90 yards vs. Indiana State, 10/ 23 (90 yds, 8 
plays, 3:1 O; TD - Brian Porter, 5, run; 7:54, 3rd 
quarter) 
• 86 yards vs. Concord (W.Va.), 9/ 11 (86 yds, 8 
plays, 4:26; TD - Stephen Willis, 12, run; 11 :52, 
2nd quarter) 
• 86 yards at Kansas State, 9/4 (86 yds, 10 plays, 
5:16; TD - Lerron Moore, 13, run; 10:43, 2nd 
quarter) 
• 85 yards vs. Western Illinois, 11 / 13 (85 yds, 11 
plays, 5:27; TD - Lerron Moore, 6, run; 7:52, 3rd 
quarter) 
• 84 yards at Florida International, 11 / 20 (84 yds, 
17 plays, 8:06; TD - Justin Haddix, 3, run; 14:55, 
2nd quarter) 
• 83 yards vs. Indiana State, 10/ 23 (83 yds, 9 
plays, 3:17; TD - Stephen Willis, 1, run; 11 :35, 
2nd quarter) 
• 82 yards vs. Youngstown State, 10/ 2 (82 yds, 5 
plays, 1 :46; TD - Brian Porter, 26, run; 1 :48, 1st 
quarter) 
• 81 yards vs. Western Illinois, 11 / 13 (81 yds, 10 
plays, 5:44; TD - Brian Porter, 15, run; 0:49, 3rd 
quarter) 
• 80 yards at Florida International, 11 / 20 (80 yds, 
15 plays, 5:23; TD - Brian Porter, 2, run; 3:54, 
2nd quarter) 
• 80 yards at Northern Iowa, 10/ 9 (80 yds, 7 
plays, 1 :55; TD - Brian Porter, 2, run; 0:20, 2nd 
quarter) 
Opponents 
• 90 yards by Southern Illinois, 10/ 16 (90 yds, 10 
plays, 5:00; TD - Brandon Jacobs, 1, run; 5:31, 
3rd quarter) 
• 88 yards by Southern Illinois, 10/ 16 (88 yds, 12 
plays, 5:16; TD- Brandon Jacobs, 1, run; 13:16, 
2nd quarter) 
• 80 yards by Southwest Missouri State, 11 / 6 (80 
yds, 2 plays, 0:56; TD - Steven Rush, 83, pass 
from A.J. Porter; 10: 18, 2nd quarter) 
• 80 yards by Illinois State, 10/ 30 (80 yds, 5 plays, 
0:39; TD - Jason Horton, 36, pass from Yance 
Vaughan; 1 :33, 2nd quarter) 
• 80 yards by Illinois State, 10/ 30 (80 yds, 14 
plays, 5:33; TD - Ramon Barber, 13, pass from 
Yance Vaughan; 13:35, 2nd quarter) 
• 80 yards by Northern Iowa, 10/9 (80 yds, 11 
plays, 5:34; TD - Ben Spellman, 1, pass from Eric 
Sanders; 9:26, 3rd quarter) 
• 80 yards by Kansas State, 9/4 (80 yds, 16 plays, 
8:38; TD -Allen Webb, 8, run; 6:34, 4th quarter) 
• 80 yards by Kansas State, 9/ 4 (80 yds, 10 plays, 
4:38; FG - Joe Rheem, 19; 4: 14, 3rd quarter) 
• 80 yards by Kansas State, 9/ 4 (80 yds, 10 plays, 
4:19; TD - Darren Sproles, 32, run; 10:41, 3rd 
quarter) 
• 80 yards by Kansas State, 9/ 4 (80 yds, 15 plays, 
7:49; TD- Dylan Meier, 9, run; 7:11, 1st quarter) 
Long Plays (50 yards or more) 
Western Kentucky 
• 68-TD (punt ret) - Dennis Mitchell at UNI, 10/ 9 
• 67-TD (run) - Brian Porte r at Florida Inte rna-
tional, 11 /20 
• 66 (kick ret) - Brian Porter vs. Ill inois St., 10/3 0 
• 62 (pass) - Justin Haddix to Maurice Perkins at 
Northern Iowa, 10/ 9 
• 54 (pass) - Justin Haddix to Cory Clemons vs. 
Youngstown State, 10/2 
• 53-TD (pass) - Justin Haddix to Ea rl Clayton vs. 
Indiana State, 10/ 23 
• 52 (pass) - Justin Haddix to Maurice Perkins vs . 
Indiana State, 10/ 23 
• 51 (run)- Blake Ladson vs. Western Illinois, 11 / 13 
• 50 (run) - Lerron Moore vs. Youngstown St , 10/2 
Opponents 
• 83-TD (pass)-A.J. Porter to Steven Rush, South-
wes t Missouri State, 11 / 6 
2004 Western Kentucky Footbal.l. 
Western Kentucky Overa11 Team Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
A1l. games 
TEAM STATJ:STJ:CS 
SCORING ................... . 
Points Per Game .... . ..... . 
FJ:RST DOWNS ................ . 
Rushing .................. . 
Passing. . . . . . ..... . 
Pena1ty ..•.................. 
RUSHJ:NG YARDAGE •..........• 
Yards gained rushing .. . 
Yards 1ost rushing .... . 
Rushing Attempts ... . .. . 
Average Per Rush .. . 
Average Per Game .. . 
TDs Rushing ....... . 
PASSJ:NG YARDAGE . .... . 
Att-Comp-J:nt ...... . 
Average Per Pass .. . 
Average Per Catch .... . 
Average Per Game ...... . 
TDs Passing .......... . . 
TOTAL OFFENSE ....... . 
Tota1 P1ays ....... . 
Average Per P1ay .. . 
Average Per Game .. . 
KICK RETURNS: #-YARDS ... . 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YARDS ........ . 
J:NT RETURNS: #-YARDS. 
KJ:CK RETURN AVERAGE ••.... 
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE • .•.. 
INT RETURN AVERAGE ••••.. 
FUMBLES-LOST ........ . 
PENALTIES-YARDS .... . 
Average Per Game .. . 
PUNTS-YARDS ... . ..... . 
Average Per Punt .. . 
Net punt average .. . 
TIME OF POSSESSION/GAME. 
3RD-DOWN CONVERSIONS ... . 
3rd-Down Pct .......... . 
4TH-DOWN CONVERSIONS ... . 
4th-Down Pct .. . 
SACKS BY-YARDS .. . ... . 
MISC YARDS . . ....... . . 
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED ... . 
FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS. 
PAT-ATTEMPTS ........ . 
ATTENDANCE .......... . 

















































SCORE BY QUARTERS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Western Kentucky. 




























































2004 Western Kentucky Footba11 
Western Kentucky Overa11 Individua1 Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Al.l. games 
RUSHING GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G PUNT RETURNS No . Yds Avg TD Long 
----------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------
Moore, Larron 9 179 1007 37 970 5.4 11 so 107.8 Mitchell, D. 24 273 11 . 4 1 68 
Porter, Brian 11 117 673 43 630 5 . 4 13 67 57.3 Clayton, Earl 1 10 10.0 0 10 
Willis , Stephan 9 84 462 11 451 5 . 4 5 26 50.1 Total .•..• .. . .. 25 283 11.3 1 68 
Haddix, Justin 11 75 340 74 266 3 . 5 3 33 24.2 Opponents .... . . 15 146 9.7 0 28 
Ladson, Blake 9 12 152 16 136 11 . 3 1 51 15 .1 
Perkins , M. 11 6 80 0 80 13.3 0 40 7.3 INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds Avg TD Long 
Wooldridge , GJ 9 15 70 0 70 4 .7 1 12 7 .8 ---------------------------------------
Shirley , Rob 2 3 16 0 16 5 .3 0 6 8.0 Thomas, Antonio 6 15 2 .5 0 15 
Cassity, Ross 5 3 7 0 7 2 . 3 0 5 1.4 Rumph, Marion 4 2 0 .5 0 2 
Williams, Eric 6 1 4 0 4 4.0 0 4 0.7 Neal, Artis 3 15 5.0 0 9 
Hicks, Brandon 6 1 2 0 2 2.0 0 2 0 . 3 Cavitt, Getty 2 0 0.0 0 0 
TEAM 11 9 0 20 -20 -2 .2 0 0 -1.8 Smith, Daonta 2 48 24.0 1 48 
Total . .. ... .. .. 11 505 2913 201 2612 5.2 34 67 237.5 Mitchell, D. 2 6 3 .0 0 7 
Opponents . • .. . . 11 421 1762 287 1475 3.5 10 32 134.1 Mason, Brandon 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Smith, Bo 1 5 5.0 0 5 
PASSING GP Effie Att-Cmp-Int Pct Yds T;' Lng Avg/G Thompson, c. 1 0 0.0 0 0 
--------------------------------------------------------------- Total. .. ... .. .. 22 91 4.1 1 48 
Haddix, Justin 11 137 .28 189-112-9 59 .3 1734 6 62 157.6 Opponents ...... 9 115 12.9 0 37 
Ladson, Blake 9 278.56 5-5- 0 100 .0 67 1 28 7. 4 
TEAM 11 0.00 1-0-0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 KICK RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long 
Total .. . ....... 11 140 .20 195-117-9 60.0 1901 7 62 163. 7 ---------------------------------------
Opponents ... ..• 11 106 . 56 357-203-22 56.9 2204 11 93 200.4 Mitchell, D. 15 302 20.1 0 38 
Porter, Brian 9 234 26 .0 0 66 
RECEIVING GP No . Yds Avg '1'D Long Avg/G Cavitt, Getty 2 0 o.o 0 0 
------------------------------------------------- Holland, Jarad 1 9 9.0 0 9 
Parkins, M. 11 39 746 19.6 1 62 67.8 Smith, Bo 1 19 18.0 0 18 
Scott, Aaron 10 11 125 11.4 0 21 12 .5 Total. . • . •• .•.. 29 563 20 .1 0 66 
Hamilton, C. 10 10 201 20.1 1 35 20 .1 Opponents .... .• 29 622 21.4 0 46 
Willis , Stephan 9 8 127 15.9 2 30 14.1 
Porter, Brian 11 7 43 6.1 0 15 3.9 FUMBLE RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long 
Clemons, Cory 4 6 107 17 . 9 0 54 26.9 ---------------------------------------
Clayton, Earl 11 6 91 15.2 2 53 8 .3 Total •. .••.. .. . 0 0 0 .0 0 0 
Moore, Lerron 9 6 58 9 . 7 0 13 6.4 Opponents ...... 1 3 3 . 0 0 3 
Trwnbo , Montaza 11 5 60 12.0 0 22 5.5 
Phillips, Karl 11 4 92 23 . 0 0 42 9 . 4 
Cassity, Ross 5 4 34 9 . 5 0 12 6.9 
Roberson , R. 11 3 27 9.0 0 15 2 . 5 
Haddix, Justin 11 2 29 14.5 0 19 2 . 6 
Ladson , Blake 9 2 18 9 .0 0 11 2 .0 
Williams , Eri c 6 2 17 8 . 5 0 15 2.8 
Shirley, Rob 2 1 13 13.0 0 13 6.5 
Hicks , Brandon 6 1 7 7.0 0 7 1.2 
Brunamann, C. 11 1 6 6.0 1 6 0.5 
Total . .... ,, . . . 11 117 1801 15.4 7 62 163.7 
Opponents .. .. .. 11 203 2204 10 . 9 11 83 200.4 
2004 Western Kentucky Footba11 
Western Kentucky Overa11 Individua1 Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
A11 games 
1------ PATS ------1 
SCORING TD FGs Kick Rush Rev Pass DXP Saf Points TOTAL OFFENSE G Plays Rush Pass Total Avg/G 
----------------------------------------------
Porter, Brian 13 o-o o-o 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 78 Haddix, Justin 11 264 266 1734 2000 181.8 
Moore, Lerron 11 o-o o-o 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 66 Moore, Lerron 9 179 970 0 970 107.8 
James, Chris 0 8-11 31-31 0-0 · O 0-0 0 0 55 Porter, Brian 11 117 630 0 630 57.3 
Willis, Stephen 7 0-0 o-o o-o 0 0-0 0 0 42 Willis, Stephen 9 84 451 0 451 50.1 
Haddix, Justin 3 0-0 o-o o-o 0 o-o 0 0 18 Ladson, Blake 9 17 136 67 203 22.6 
Siewart, Tanner 0 1-2 10-12 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 13 Perkins, M. 11 6 80 0 80 7.3 
Clayton, Earl 2 o-o 0-0 o-o 0 0-0 0 0 12 Wooldridge, GJ 9 15 70 0 70 7.8 
Perkins, M. 1 o-o o-o o-o 0 0-0 0 0 6 Shirley, Rob 2 3 16 0 16 8.0 
Mitchell, D. 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6 Cassity, Ross 5 3 7 0 7 1.4 
Hamilton, c. 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6 Williams, Eric 6 1 4 0 4 0.7 
Smith, Deonte 1 0-0 o-o o-o 0 0-0 0 0 6 Hicks, Brandon 6 1 2 0 2 0.3 
Ladson, Blake 1 0-0 o-o 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6 TEAM 11 10 -20 0 -20 -1.8 
Brunemann, C. 1 0-0 o-o o-o 0 0-0 0 0 6 Total .........• 11 700 2612 1801 4413 401.2 
Wooldridge, GJ 1 0-0 0-0 o-o 0 0-0 0 0 6 opponents ...... 11 778 1475 2204 3679 334.5 
Total. •........ 43 9-13 41-43 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 326 
Opponents ...... 21 9-15 16-17 1-2 1 1-2 0 0 173 
PUNTING No. Yds Avg Long TB FC I20 Blkd 
FIELD GOALS FGM-FGA Pct 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 Lg Blk 
Siewart, Tanner 1-2 50.0 1-1 0-0 0-0 0-1 0-0 19 0 
James, Chris 8-11 72.7 0-0 4-4 3-4 1-3 0-0 44 0 
FG SEQUENCE Western Kentucky OPPONENTS 
Kansas State (221, (19) 
Concord (W. Va. I (19) 
Eastern Kentucky 47 48 
Youngstown State (37) , (38) , (28) 
Northern Iowa (21) ,37 (20) 
Southern Illinois (29) 38, (24) 
Indiana State (31) ,42 (29) , (40) , (30) 
Illinois State (29) 49 
SMS (40) 
Western Illinois (44) 48, (53) 
Fla. International 47 27 ,28 
Numbers in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made. 
-----------------------------------------------------
Claybourn, B. 43 1879 43.7 61 12 5 13 0 
Total .......... 43 1879 43.7 61 12 5 13 0 
opponents ...... 53 2057 38.8 56 4 8 12 0 
2004 Western Kentucky Footba11 
western Kentucky Overa11 Individua1 Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
A11 games 
ALL PURPOSE G Rush Rec PR KOR IR Tot Avg/G 
-----------------------------------------------
Moore, Lerron 9 970 58 0 0 0 1028 114.2 
Porter, Brian 11 630 43 0 234 0 907 82.5 
Perkins, M. 11 80 746 0 0 0 826 75.1 
Mitchell, D. 11 0 0 273 302 6 581 52.8 
Willia, Stephen 9 451 127 0 0 0 578 64.2 
Haddix, Justin 11 266 29 0 0 0 295 26.8 
Hamilton, C. 10 0 201 0 0 0 201 20.1 
Ladson, Blake 9 136 18 0 0 0 154 17.1 
Scott, Aaron 10 0 125 0 0 0 125 12.5 
Clemons, Cory 4 0 107 0 0 0 107 26.8 
Clayton, Earl 11 0 91 10 0 0 101 9.2 
Phillips, Karl 11 0 92 0 0 0 92 8.4 
Wooldridge, GJ 9 70 0 0 0 0 70 7.8 
Trumbo, Montaze 11 0 60 0 0 0 60 5.5 
Smith, Deonte 11 0 0 0 0 48 48 4.4 
Cassity, Ross 5 7 34 0 0 0 41 8.2 
Shirley, Rob 2 16 13 0 0 0 29 14.5 
Roberson, R. 11 0 27 0 0 0 27 2.5 
Smith, Bo 11 0 0 0 18 5 23 2.1 
Williams, Eric 6 4 17 0 0 0 21 3.5 
Neal, Artis 11 0 0 0 0 15 15 1.4 
Thomas, Antonio 11 0 0 0 0 15 15 1.4 
Holland, Jared 11 0 0 0 9 0 9 0.8 
Hicks, Brandon 6 2 7 0 0 0 9 1.5 
Brunemann, C. 11 0 6 0 0 0 6 0.5 
Rumph, Marion 11 0 0 0 0 2 2 0.2 
TEAM 11 -20 0 0 0 0 -20 -1.8 
Total. ......... 11 2612 1801 283 563 91 5350 486.4 
Opponents ...... 11 1475 2204 146 622 115 4562 414.7 
2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Defensive Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Al.1 games 
I--------Tackles--------1 I-Sacks-I 1---Pass Def---1 I-Fumbles-I Blkd 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS GP Solo Ast Total TFL/Yds No-Yds Int-Yds BrUp QBH Rcv-Yds FF Kick Saf 
- -----------------------------------------------
7 Smith, Deonte 11 54 44 98 10.5-38 2.5-15 
9 Thompson, C. 11 38 54 92 8.0-23 2.0-13 
31 Cavitt, Getty 11 36 40 76 8.5-27 1.5-10 
6 Thomas, Antonio 11 41 29 70 2.5-8 
10 Rumph, Marion 11 34 30 64 
11 Smith, Brandon 11 32 31 63 10.5-46 5.0-40 
21 Mitchell, D. 11 36 22 58 4.5-17 
14 Neal, Artis 11 27 12 39 
93 Woolridge, Joe 11 21 13 34 
96 Williams, D. 11 14 16 30 
99 Phillips, C. 11 10 14 24 
48 Brewer, Evan 11 11 9 20 
19 Sexton, Sam 11 10 9 19 
90 Dickens, Ross 11 4 14 18 
35 Carter, J. 11 4 7 11 
5 Smith, Bo 11 8 2 10 
59 Holts, Deion 5 7 3 10 
58 Johnson, Josh 11 5 4 9 
53 Bear, Dusty 10 2 5 7 












32 Hedges, Jon 11 5 1 6 1.0-6 
20 Greschel, Scott 11 2 4 6 
24 Mason, Brandon 11 1 4 5 
13 Lewis, Andre 5 2 2 4 
82 Trumbo, Montaze 11 3 1 4 
27 Wooldridge, GJ 9 3 1 4 
91 Dinsmore, Dan 6 2 1 3 
55 Watkins, Ricky 7 1 1 2 
23 Porter, Brian 11 2 2 
2 9 DeBerry, Jami 6 2 2 
44 Phillips, Karl 11 1 1 
65 Hewig, Bill 8 1 1 
54 Losey, Erik 11 1 1 
75 Thomas, Ryan 11 1 1 
85 Perkins, M. 11 1 1 
Total .......... 11 422 380 802 

























































2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Team Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Conference games 
TEAM STATISTICS 
SCORING ...................... . 
Points Per Game ............ . 
FIRST DOWNS .................. . 
Rushing .................... . 
Passing .................... . 
Penalty .................... . 
RUSHING YARDAGE .............. . 
Yards gained rushing ....... . 
Yards lost rushing ......... . 
Rushing Attempts ........... . 
Average Per Rush ........... . 
Average Per Game ........... . 
TDs Rushing ................ . 
PASSING YARDAGE .............. . 
Att-Comp-Int ............... . 
Average Per Pass ........... . 
Average Per Catch : ......... . 
Average Per Game ........... . 
TDs Passing ................ . 
TOTAL OFFENSE ................ . 
Total Plays ................ . 
Average Per Play ........... . 
Average Per Game ........... . 
KICK RETURNS: #-YARDS ........ . 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YARDS ........ . 
INT RETURNS: #-YARDS ......... . 
KICK RETURN AVERAGE .......... . 
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE .......... . 
INT RETURN AVERAGE ........... . 
FUMBLES-LOST ................. . 
PENALTIES-YARDS .............. . 
Average Per Game ........... . 
PUNTS-YARDS .................. . 
Average Per Punt ........... . 
Net punt average ........... . 
TIME OF POSSESSION/GAME ...... . 
3RD-DOWN CONVERSIONS ......... . 
3rd-Down Pct ............... . 
4TH-DOWN CONVERSIONS ......... . 
4th-Down Pct ............... . 
SACKS BY-YARDS ............... . 
MISC YARDS ................... . 
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED ............ . 
FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS ......... . 
PAT-ATTEMPTS ................. . 
ATTENDANCE ................... . 

















































SCORE BY QUARTERS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Western Kentucky ... . 




























































2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Individual Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Conference games 
RUSHING GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
Moore, Lerron 
Porter, Brian 
6 119 747 27 720 
7 72 334 32 302 
Willis , Stephen 7 62 304 11 293 
Haddix, Justin 7 
Ladson, Blake 6 
Perkins, M. 7 
Wooldridge, GJ 5 
Cassity, Ross 3 
Williams, Eric 4 


















Total ..... . ... . 7 330 1781 153 1628 
Opponents ..... . 7 263 1094 203 891 
6.1 7 
4 .2 7 
4 . 7 3 
3 . 2 1 
9.7 1 
13 . 5 0 
5 . 8 0 
3.5 0 
4 . 0 0 
2 .0 0 
-2 . 3 0 
4 . 9 19 
3.4 5 
50 120 . 0 
32 43.1 
26 41. 9 
33 23 . 3 









PASSING GP Effie Att-Cmp-Int Pct Yds TD Lng Avg/G 
Haddix , Justin 
Ladson, Blake 
TEAM 
Total . ... . ... . . 
Opponents .. . . . . 
7 144 . 78 117-74-8 
6 221 . 80 2-2-0 
7 0.00 1-0-0 
7 144.86 120-76-8 
7 120.94 223-131-7 
63.2 1169 
100.0 29 
0 . 0 0 
63 . 3 1198 
58.7 1425 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds Avg TD Long Avg/G 
Perkins, M. 7 
Willis, Stephen 7 
Hamilton, C. 7 
Scott , Aaron 6 
Porter , Brian 7 
Clemons, Cory 3 
Clayton, Earl 7 
Moore, Lerron 6 
Haddix, Justin 7 
Roberson, R. 7 
Cassity , Ross 3 
Ladson, Blake 6 
Phillips , Karl 7 
Hicks , Brandon 5 
Brunemann , C. 7 
Trumbo , Montaze 7 
Total . . .... . . . . 7 
24 478 19 . 9 0 
8 127 15.9 2 
7 114 16.3 0 
7 87 12.4 0 
6 34 5 . 7 0 
4 90 22.5 0 
4 82 20.5 1 
4 38 9.5 0 
2 29 14.5 0 
2 23 11. 5 0 
2 19 9.5 0 
62 68 . 3 
30 18 . 1 
35 16 . 3 
21 14 . 5 
15 4 . 9 
54 30.0 
53 11 . 7 
13 6.3 
19 4 .1 
15 3 . 3 
12 6 . 3 
2 18 9 . 0 0 11 3.0 
1 42 42 . 0 0 42 6 . 0 
1 7 7 . 0 0 7 1 . 4 








62 171 .1 
Opponents ... . .. 7 131 1425 10.9 10 83 203 . 6 
4 62 167 . 0 
0 19 4. 8 
0 0 0 . 0 
4 62 171.1 
10 83 203.6 
PUNT RETURNS 
Mitchell, D. 
Total .. .... . .. . 
Opponents ..... . 
INTERCEPTIONS 





Total .. ....... . 






Total . . . . .... . . 
Opponents .... . . 
No . Yds Avg TD Long 
18 240 13 . 3 1 68 
18 240 13.3 1 68 
10 114 11.4 0 28 
No. Yds Avg TD Long 
3 
1 
0 0 . 0 0 
0 0.0 0 
0 
0 
1 2 2.0 0 2 
1 48 48.0 1 48 
1 -1 -1 . 0 0 0 
7 49 7.0 1 48 
8 115 14.4 0 37 
No. Yds Avg TD Long 
10 206 20.6 0 
9 234 26.0 0 
1 9 9 . 0 
1 0 0 . 0 









19 461 24 . 3 0 46 
FUMBLE RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long 
Total . . . .. . ... . 
Opponents ..... . 
0 
1 
0 0 . 0 0 
3 3 . 0 0 
0 
3 
2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Individual Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Conference games 
SCORING 
James , Chris 
a..•• •Moore, Lerron 
Porter, Bri an 
._._..__ Willis, Stephen 
a;.• •• Brunemann, C. 
Smith, Deonte 
Haddix , Justin 
......... Mitchell, D. 
Clayton, Earl 
Ladson , Blake 
&.•--• Total . . . .... .. . 
1------ PATs ------1 
TD FGs Kick Rush Rev Pass DXP Saf Points 
0 8-10 25-25 0-0 
7 0- 0 0-0 0-0 
7 0- 0 0-0 0-0 
5 0-0 0-0 0- 0 
1 0-0 0-0 0-0 
1 0- 0 0-0 0-0 
1 0- 0 0-0 0-0 
1 0-0 0-0 0-0 
1 0-0 0-0 0-0 
1 0-0 0-0 0- 0 













































Opponents .. . . .. 15 7-10 11-12 0- 1 1 1-2 0 0 124 
TOTAL OFFENSE G Plays Rush Pass Total Avg/G 
Haddix, Justin 7 
Moore, Lerron 6 
Porter, Brian 7 
Willis, Stephen 7 
Ladson, Blake 6 
Perkins, M. 7 
Wooldridge, GJ 5 
Cassity, Ross 3 
Williams, Eric 4 
Hicks, Brandon 5 
TEAM 7 




0 720 120 . 0 
0 302 43 . 1 
0 293 41. 9 
9 68 29 
4 54 0 
5 29 0 
97 16.2 






0 7 2 . 3 
0 4 1.0 
0 2 0.4 
0 -14 -2 . 0 
Total ...... . ... 7 450 1628 1198 2826 403 . 7 
Opponents .. . ... 7 486 891 1425 2316 330 . 9 
PUNTING No. Yds Avg Long TB FC I20 Blkd 









8-10 80 . 0 0-0 4-4 3-4 1- 2 0-0 44 O 
Western Kentucky 
(37) , (38) , (28) 












in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made. 
Claybourn, B. 
Total . . . .. .... . 
Opponents .. . . . . 
28 1224 43.7 58 8 4 9 
28 1224 43 . 7 58 8 4 9 




2004 Western Kentucky Football 2004 Western Kentucky Football Western Kentucky Overall Individual Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) Western Kentucky Overall Defensive Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Conference games Conference games 
ALL PURPOSE G Rush Rec PR KOR IR Tot Avg/G 
1--------Tackles--------l I-Sacks-I 1---Pass Def---1 I-Fumbles-I Blkd 
------------------------------------------------------ GP Solo Ast Total TFL/Yds No-Yds Int-Yds BrUp QBH Rcv-Yds FF Kick Saf 
Moore, Lerron 6 720 38 0 0 0 758 126.3 ---------------------------------------------------------------- --------
Porter, Brian 7 302 34 0 234 0 570 81.4 Smith, Deonte 7 43 29 72 6.5-29 2.5-15 1-48 1-0 1 
Perkins, M. 7 54 478 0 0 0 532 76 .0 Thompson, C. 7 17 33 50 4.5-16 1.5-11 1-0 
Mitchell , D. 7 0 0 240 206 -1 445 63.6 Thomas, Antonio 7 26 20 46 2.5-8 3-0 6 
Cavitt, Getty 7 23 21 44 4.0-17 1. 5-10 2 Willis, Stephen 7 293 127 0 0 0 420 60 . 0 
Rumph, Marion 7 25 19 44 1-2 2 Haddix, Justin 7 163 29 0 0 0 192 27.4 Smith, Brandon 7 18 19 37 7.5-35 3.5-29 2 1 
Hamilton, c . 7 0 114 0 0 0 114 16.3 1 Mitchell, D. 7 23 13 36 2.5-5 1--1 1 1-0 
Clemons, Cory 3 0 90 0 0 0 90 30.0 Neal, Artis 7 22 6 28 4 
Scott, Aaron 6 0 87 0 0 0 87 14.5 Woolridge, Joe 7 14 7 21 4.0-16 1.0-11 1 
6 Williams, D. 7 9 10 19 2.5-14 1.0-8 1 Ladson, Blake 6 68 18 0 0 0 86 14.3 
99 Phillips, C. 7 8 8 16 2.5-11 1.5-9 2 Clayton, Earl 7 0 82 0 0 0 82 11. 7 Sexton, Sam 7 8 5 13 1.0-2 
Smith, Deonte 7 0 0 0 0 48 48 6.9 Dickens, Ross 7 2 9 11 3.0-10 1.0-5 
Phillips, Karl 7 0 42 0 0 0 42 6.0 9 Holts, Deion 5 7 3 10 1.0-3 
Wooldridge, GJ 5 29 0 0 0 0 29 5.8 Brewer, Evan 7 2 5 7 1-0 
Cassity, Ross 3 7 19 0 0 0 26 8.7 5 Carter, J . 7 2 3 5 
Johnson, Josh 7 3 2 5 Roberson, R. 7 0 23 0 0 0 23 3.3 
Smith, Bo 7 3 2 5 1.0-3 Hicks , Brandon 5 2 7 0 0 0 9 1.8 3 Bear, Dusty 6 1 4 5 1. 5'-13 1. 5-13 
Holland, Jared 7 0 0 0 9 0 9 1.3 Greschel, Scott 7 2 2 4 
Brunemann, C. 7 0 6 0 0 0 6 0.9 2 Hedges, Jon 7 2 1 3 
Trumbo, Montaze 7 0 4 0 0 0 4 0 . 6 Porter, Brian 7 2 2 
Williams, Eric 4 4 0 0 0 0 4 1.0 DeBerry, Jami 3 2 2 
4 Mason, Brandon 7 2 2 Rwnph, Marion 7 0 0 0 0 2 2 0.3 Garibaldi, K. 5 2 2 
TEAM 7 -14 0 0 0 0 -14 -2.0 Wooldridge, GJ 5 1 1 2 
Total .. .. ..... . 7 1628 1198 240 449 49 3564 509 .1 Trumbo, Montaze 7 2 2 
Opponents . . .. . . 7 891 1425 114 461 115 3006 429.4 Hewig, Bill 4 1 1 
Dinsmore, Dan 5 1 1 
5 Thomas, Ryan 7 1 1 
4 Phillips, Karl 7 1 1 
5 Watkins, Ricky 5 1 1 
3 Lewis, Andre 2 1 1 
Perkins, M. 7 1 1 
4 Losey, Erik 7 1 1 
Total ...... . ... 7 270 231 501 44-182 16-118 7-49 20 3-0 3 
Opponents ...... 7 267 266 533 33-108 7-46 8-115 6 7-3 8 
2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Team Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Away games 
TEAM STATISTICS 
SCORING .... ... . . . . ........... . 
Points Per Game ..... . 
FIRST DOWNS ........ . 
Rushing ... . . . ....... . 
Passing . ....... . ... . 
Penalty .............. . 
RUSHING YARDAGE .. . ..... . 
Yards gained rushing .. 
Yards lost rushing ... . 
Rushing Attempts ........... . 
Average Per Rush ........... . 
Average Per Game ... . 
TDs Rushing ........ . 
PASSING YARDAGE ...... . 
Att-Comp-Int ....... . 
Average Per Pass ......... . . . 
Average Per Catch .......... . 
Average Per Game ........... . 
TDs Passing .... .. . 
TOTAL OFFENSE ........ . 
Total Plays .. . ...... . 
Average Per Play ... . 
Average Per Game .... . 
KICK RETURNS: #-YARDS .. 
PUNT RETURNS: #-YARDS . . 
INT RETURNS: #-YARDS. 
KICK RETURN AVERAGE .. 
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE .. 
INT RETURN AVERAGE. 
FUMBLES-LOST ........ . 
PENALTIES-YARDS ..... . 
Average Per Game . . . 
PUNTS-YARDS ........ . 
Average Per Punt ..... . 
Net punt average ..... . 
TIME OF POSSESSION/GAME. 
3RD-DOWN CONVERSIONS .. . 
3rd-Down Pct ...... . .. . 
4TH-DOWN CONVERSIONS . . 
4th-Down Pct. 
SACKS BY-YARDS .. . ... . 
MISC YARDS ... . ...... . 
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED ... . 
FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS. 
PAT-ATTEMPTS ........ . 
ATTENDANCE .......... . 

















































SCORE BY QUARTERS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Western Kentucky. 




























































2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Individual Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Away games 
RUSHING GP Att Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G PUNT RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long 
----------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------
Moore, Lerron 5 93 473 16 457 4 . 9 5 45 91.4 Mitchell, D. 8 92 11.5 1 68 
Porter , Brian 6 71 400 22 378 5.3 6 67 63 . 0 Total. .. . ... . .. 8 92 11.5 1 68 
Willis , Stephen 4 44 257 2 255 5 . 8 2 26 63 . 8 Opponents . . .. .. 7 74 10 . 6 0 28 
Haddix, Justi n 6 45 156 59 97 2 . 2 2 13 16 . 2 
Ladson, Blake 4 1 31 0 31 31.0 0 31 7 . 8 INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds Avg TD Long 
Perkins, M. 6 2 20 0 20 10 . 0 0 14 3.3 ---------------------------------------
Wooldridge, GJ 5 2 7 0 7 3 . 5 0 5 1.4 Rumph, Marion 3 0 0.0 0 0 
Shirley, Rob 1 1 6 0 6 6.0 0 6 6.0 Thomas, Antonio 3 15 5 . 0 0 15 
Cassity, Ross 2 1 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 0.0 Neal, Artis 2 15 7.5 0 9 
TEAM 6 3 0 6 -6 -2.0 0 0 -1.0 Mitchell, D. 2 6 3 . 0 0 7 
Total ... .. .. . . . 6 263 1350 105 1245 4.7 15 67 207.5 Thompson, c . 1 0 0 . 0 0 0 
Opponents .. . .. . 6 248 1173 135 1038 4.2 8 32 173 . 0 Cavitt, Getty 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Smith, Deonte 1 0 0.0 0 0 
PASSING GP Effie Att-Cmp-Int Pct Yds TD Lng Avg/G Total . .. . ... .. . 13 36 2 . 8 0 15 
--------------------------------------------------------------- Opponents . . . . .. 7 95 13 . 6 0 37 
Haddix, Justin 6 123 . 73 114-68-7 59 . 6 997 1 62 166.2 
TEAM 6 0.00 1- 0-0 0.0 0 o' 0 0.0 KICK RETURNS No . Yds Avg TD Long 
Total . . .......• 6 122 . 65 115-68- 7 59 . 1 997 1 62 166.2 ---------------------------------------
Opponents ..... . 6 114 . 43 179-105-13 58.7 1223 7 83 203.8 Mitchell, D. 14 281 20.1 0 38 
Porter, Brian 2 46 23 . 0 0 31 
RECEIVING GP No . Yds Avg TD Long Avg/G Smith, Bo 1 18 18.0 0 18 
------------------------------------------------- Cavitt, Getty 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Perkins, M. 6 25 459 18.4 0 62 76 . 5 Total .... . .. . .. 18 345 19.2 0 38 
Scott, Aaron 6 9 109 12 . 1 0 21 18.2 Opponents . . . . .. 9 106 11 . 8 0 44 
Hamilton, C. 5 6 104 17 . 3 0 33 20 . 8 
Willis, Stephen 4 4 73 18 . 2 0 30 18 .2 FUMBLE RETURNS No. Yds Avg TD Long 
Phillips, Karl 6 3 50 16.7 0 21 8.3 ---------------------------------------
Trumbo, Montaze 6 3 34 11.3 0 16 5 . 7 Total . . ... .. ... 0 0 0.0 0 0 
Moore, Lerron 5 3 33 11.0 0 13 6.6 Opponents ..... . 1 3 3 . 0 0 3 
Clayton , Earl 6 3 28 9 . 3 1 16 4 . 7 
Porter, Brian 6 3 27 9 . 0 0 11 4 . 5 
Williams , Eric 4 2 17 8.5 0 15 4 . 2 
Clemons, Cory 2 2 17 8 . 5 0 12 8 . 5 
Cassity, Ross 2 2 15 7.5 0 11 7 . 5 
Shirley, Rob 1 1 13 13 . 0 0 13 13.0 
Ladson, Blake 4 1 11 11. 0 0 11 2 . 8 
Hicks, Brandon 2 1 7 7 . 0 0 7 3.5 
Total .......... 6 68 997 14 . 7 1 62 166 . 2 
Opponents ...... 6 105 1223 11. 6 7 83 203.8 
2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Individual Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Away games 
,------ PATS ------, 
SCORING TD FGs Kick Rush Rev Pass DXP Saf Points TOTAL OFFENSE G Plays Rush Pass Total Avg/G 
------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------
Porter, Brian 6 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 36 Haddix, Justin 6 159 97 997 1094 182 . 3 
Moore, Lerron 5 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 30 Moore, Lerron 5 93 457 0 457 91.4 
James, Chris 0 2-4 12-12 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 18 Porter, Brian 6 71 378 0 378 63.0 
Haddix, Justin 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 12 Willis, Stephen 4 44 255 0 255 63.8 
Willis, Stephen 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 12 Ladson, Blake 4 1 31 0 31 7.8 
Clayton, Earl 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6 Perkins, M. 6 2 20 0 20 3.3 
Mitchell, D. 1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 6 Wooldridge, GJ 5 2 7 0 7 1.4 
Siewart, Tanner 0 0-1 4-5 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 4 Shirley, Rob 1 1 6 0 6 6.0 
Total ........ . . 17 2-5 16-17 0-0 0 0-0 0 0 124 TEAM 6 4 -6 0 -6 -1.0 
Opponents .... .. 15 5-9 14-14 1-1 0 0-0 0 0 121 Total ... .. ..... 6 378 1245 997 2242 373.7 
Opponents ...... 6 427 1038 1223 2261 376.8 
PUNTING No . Yds Avg Long TB FC I20 Blkd 
FIELD GOALS FGM-FGA Pct 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 Lg Blk 
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Siewart, Tanner 0-1 0.0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1 0-0 O o 
James, Chris 2-4 50.0 0-0 2-2 0-1 0-1 0-0 29 O 
FG SEQUENCE Western Kentucky OPPONENTS 
----------------------------------------------------
Kansas State (22), (19) 
Eastern Kentucky 47 48 
Northern Iowa (21) ,37 (20) 
Southern Illinois (29) 38, (24) 
SMS (40) 
Fla. International 47 27,28 
Numbers in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made. 
-----------------------------------------------------
Claybourn, B. 23 989 43.0 61 7 3 6 0 
Total ... ... ... . 23 989 43.0 61 7 3 6 0 
Opponents ... . . . 22 884 40 . 2 56 3 4 5 0 
2004 Western Kentucky Football 
Western Kentucky Overall Individual Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Away games 
ALL PURPOSE G Rush Rec PR KOR IR Tot Avg/G 
------------------------------------------------------
Moore, Lerron 5 457 33 0 0 0 490 98.0 
Perkins, M. 6 20 459 0 0 0 479 79.8 
Porter, Brian 6 378 27 0 46 0 451 75.2 
Mitchell, D. 6 0 0 92 281 6 379 63.2 
Willis, Stephen 4 255 73 0 0 0 328 82.0 
Scott, Aaron 6 0 109 0 0 0 109 18.2 
Hamilton, C. 5 0 104 0 0 0 104 20.8 
Haddix, Justin 6 97 0 0 0 0 97 16.2 
Phillips, Karl 6 0 50 0 0 0 50 8.3 
Ladson, Blake 4 31 11 0 0 0 42 10.5 
Trumbo, Montaze 6 0 34 0 0 0 34 5.7 
Clayton, Earl 6 0 28 0 0 0 28 4.7 
Shirley, Rob 1 6 13 0 0 0 19 19.0 
Smith, Bo 6 0 0 0 18 0 18 3.0 
Williams, Eric 4 0 17 0 0 0 17 4 . 2 
Clemons, Cory 2 0 17 0 0 0 17 8.5 
Neal, Artis 6 0 0 0 0 15 15 2.5 
Cassity, Ross 2 0 15 0 0 0 15 7.5 
Thomas, Antonio 6 0 0 0 0 15 15 2 . 5 
Wooldridge, GJ 5 7 0 0 0 0 7 1.4 
Hicks, Brandon 2 0 7 0 0 0 7 3.5 
TEAM 6 -6 0 0 0 0 -6 -1.0 
Total. ......... 6 1245 997 92 345 36 2715 452. 5 
Opponents . ... .. 6 1038 1223 74 106 95 2536 422.7 
2004 Western Kentucky Football. 
Western Kentucky Overal.l. Defensive Statistics (Nov 20, 2004) 
Away games 
I--------Tackles--------1 I-Sacks-I 1---Pass Def---1 I-Fumbles-I Blkd 
DEFENSIVE LEADERS GP Solo Ast Total TFL/Yds No-Yds Int-Yds BrUp QBH Rcv-Yds FF Kick Saf 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
9 Thompson, C. 6 23 29 52 5 . 5-10 0.5-2 1-0 2 1 1-0 
7 Smith, Deonte 6 28 22 50 4.0-10 1-0 
10 Rumph, Marion 6 21 23 44 3-0 1 
6 Thomas, Antonio 6 25 17 42 0.5-2 3-15 6 
31 Cavitt, Getty 6 20 19 39 5.5-13 1-0 1 
21 Mitchell, D. 6 22 15 37 3.5-16 2-6 1 1 
11 Smith, Brandon 6 14 18 32 4.0-27 3.0-27 2 
93 Woolridge, Joe 6 14 8 22 2.5-12 1.0-11 1 
96 Williams, D. 6 10 10 20 5.5-17 1 
14 Neal, Artis 6 13 7 20 2-15 4 
99 Phillips, C. 6 4 6 10 1.5-5 1.0-4 1 
35 Carter, J. 6 4 4 8 
48 Brewer, Evan 6 6 2 8 1.0-2 
90 Dickens, Ross 6 1 6 7 1.0-2 
19 Sexton, Sam 6 4 2 6 2.0-6 1.0-4 
5 Smith, Bo 6 3 1 4 1 
58 Johnson, Josh 6 3 1 4 
20 Greschel, Scott 6 1 3 4 
32 Hedges, Jon 6 4 4 1.0-6 1.0-6 1 
53 Bear, Dusty 5 1 2 3 0.5-1 0.5-1 
2 Garibaldi, K. 6 3 3 
91 Dinsmore, Dan 3 2 2 .•~ -_.,;_, 
59 Holts, Deion 2 1 1 2 
55 Watkins, Ricky 3 1 1 2 
27 Wooldridge, GJ 5 1 1 2 
82 Trumbo, Montaze 6 1 1 2 
24 Mason, Brandon 6 1 1 2 
54 Losey, Erik 6 1 1 
44 Phillips, Karl 6 1 1 
85 Perkins, M. 6 1 1 
13 Lewis, Andre 4 1 1 
75 Thomas, Ryan 6 1 1 
Total .......... 6 232 204 436 38-129 9-62 13-36 18 5 1-0 1 
Opponents ...... 6 248 192 440 21-78 7-44 7-95 15 6 7-3 6 
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ct·;;? .· Jior~ 1pcikst~}t{dtrBf ~t}9,p5!1 ,/t 
dunng the H11JtOPPE:(s°;,l.~~}1Vlt) ;9}'.~!!;'· . 
Western llhno1s_ lasf week 'fl.E'· 
.. · L Tf ~h)\t!)'$f~~1fC'.,.~ 
; ·: '}[.~e'I!'\i(/1P ''':; · 
L@§~f glid.for .a homeatWixtr··· 
tre;;,~!8ST. . ., 
. Whe11WestemKeµtilcky:offensiye line-: 
manErikLosey u-ansfen;eqfi'<>m ~tT~n-
nessee at the end ofJast season, teammates 
qufoJ<ly realize4 how-eoiritlli~hewllS:' 
·Dutjng -the<>ffsyllSj)n,Western player:. 
participate in c9ridi~Olllll.g .,li@sions called 
ilt;a[~;t~~tri,~3t~---
As seniotoffeo.siv~liiiem~ Buster A*~ 
~l-~~s,lli2~ rt~t~'.?~· flip, 
It's enmig!i ~o test any newcomer, yet 
Ashley said L6sey didn't miss a session. 
'That'$ wlieitp¢oples' ,:eal ~~onalities 
.come out," "A'.l;hley sai.d. ''That's the .hard- · 
esfpart of tti-e \Vholej,elµ: It tellifyou if . 
they' re dedicated· or if t~1ey' re just jiere _ to 
say they're a part 1Jf the program. (Erik) 
gave it his '.,all ari.d wanted to show every0 
body he. was h~re to play;'' .. 
Being a key. member, ofa: winning pro-
gram partially led tq Losey's commitment 
Western has ~n to tµ(!I-AA: pfayo!fl> for 
four consecutive &ceasons; while East Ten-
nessee never' won ajoi:e than· two confer-
ence games . in each of Losey'.s two sea-
• w~ ' ' ·, ' ' 
ETSU •then decided to . eliminate 'the 
football program~r the 2003, s.o i:j,i;ey 
needed to find a new home: . 
"He's a co~titor, and; just ·· like any _ 
kid,- he wanted to be a winner,'' WKU 
coach David Eison said. ''He was tired of 
being m a program where they weren't 
winning." 
But Western still had to win a recruiting 
battle for Losey last year. He . ..vas planning 
to attend I-A Ohio because a former offen° 
sive line coach at ETSU was now ori the 
Ohio staff. 
His . feelings began to -change when he 
made an official visit to watch Western host 
Jacksonville State in the I-AA playoffs. 
Then when Losey attended last year's I-
AA national championship game between 
Colgate and Delaware · in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., near his hometown of Hixson, he . 
decided to attend_WKU. · 
"It's funny because when J came to the 
Jacksonville State game, I was still pretty 
set on (attending Ohio)," Losey said. "I 
didn't want to believe that I liked (WKU) 
because once I make up my mind, I'm 
pretty set. But Hell in love with this place 
and I watched the national championship 
game thinking I could be playing in it." 
Losey has been a needed addition to the 
Hilltoppers' offensive· line. 
Western lost three starters from last 
year's offensive line and the 6-foot-2, 285-
pound junior has started all LO games at 
center. 
Losey has also helped Western rush for 
at leas~ 336 yards in each of the last two 
games. 
" I think we could probably be in trouble 
without him," Ashley said. "He's con-
tributed a lotthis year and we're grateful to 
have him." 
It wasn't a flawless transition for. When 
he began participating in spring practice, 
. Joe l~el/o,;i/y News 
Western Kentucky center l::rik Losey (54) gets ready to snap the ball to quarterback 
Justin Haddix in the Hilltoppers' win over Western Illinois on Saturday at L.T. Smith 
Stadium. ' · 
Losey was learning under his third offen-
sive line coach in as many years. That 
forced Losey to be patient while getting 
acclimated to the Hilltoppers. 
'T rn not the · smartest pea in the pod 
when it comes to stuff and in the preseason 
we had a little hair-pulling," Losey joked. 
'Tm sure there were times when they 
wanted to cut my head off and give up on 
me." 
Instead, Western also stayed patient and 
has seen the benefits of having Losey. 
"I've seen him have an impact on the 
program from the get-go," Elson said. "It's 
been a learning process for him and he 
gradually has gotten better. He's been a 
great, great addition for us." 
Now that Losey is with the Hilltoppers, 
he 's once again hoping to be in Chat-
tanooga for the I-AA title game on Dec. 
17. This time, Losey wants to be on the 
field instead of in the stands wondering 
what school he'll be attending. 
With an 8-2 record heading into the reg-
ular-season finale at Florida International 
on Saturday, the Hilltoppers are virtually 
assured a playoff bid. It would be Losey's 
first action in the I-AA playoffs and _ it 
would be more evidence to Losey that he 
made the right move in attending Western. 
'That would be the biggest Christmas 
present ever," Losey said. "After last 
week's win, [ gave (associate head coach 
WLllie Taggart and offensive line coach 
Walter Wells) a big hug. 
"[ just wanted to thank them because for 
the first time ['ve won eight games in my 
life. And [ want to keep that going." 
I . 
fiJ Todays Featured Player · fjlll 
Competition Pushes Toppers' Thompson To Extraordinary Heights 
He's seen by mitny as intimidating, and that may have something to do with the success he has on the 
field for the Western Kentucky University football team. But make no mistake about it - one would have 
to look long and hard to find as competitive a Hilltopper as Charles Thompson, and that's gone a long 
way in developing another in a line of outstanding linebackers at WKU. 
"Charles has always competed to be the best he can be," second-year head coach David Elson says. 
"Ol'le of the strengths of our program is that we have a lot of guys who are competitors, they want to be 
the best at what they are doing. Charles is definitely a leader in that category. You can see that competi-
tive fire in him not just during the season, but in the weight room and throughout the offseason." 
Ass istant coach Craig Aukerman is only in his first year working with inside linebackers after spending 
his first season at Western with outside linebackers, but he claims he has not seen the likes ofThompson 
since joining the coaching ranks in 1999. "Charles is the most competitive person that I've coached. 
Whether it be out on the practice field or throughout the game, he is all about wanting to be the best he 
can be. 
" It's great for a coach, working with players like that who are willing to learn in order to raise the level 
of their game." 
Thompson laughs when asked about comparing his competi-
tive nature with that of his teammates, although he acknowledges 
it would be hard to find someone who competes harder than the 
6-foot-1, 240-pound senior from Louisville, Ky. 
" If there's someone on the team more competitive than I am, 
I don' t know about it," he says. "People who I have a special 
bond with have rubbed off on me, and I've rubbed off on them -
Antonio Thomas will stay with you all day, so will Brandon and 
Deonte Smith as well as the whole defensive line. That's what 
keeps the fire burning in me, knowing that I am stepping on the 
field wi th a group with that competitive mentality." 
It's that competitive side ofThompson that has lifted the inside 
linebacker from a role player off the bench as a freshman to one 
of 16 candidates for the Buck Buchanan Award, which is given 
each year to the top defensive player in NCAA Division I-AA 
football. 
Not only has Thompson collected 79 tackles - which ranks 
among the top 10 in the Gateway Football Conference - to go 
along with six stops behind the line of scrimmage, a fumble re-
covery and an interception, but he filled a new role as the leader 
of the WKU defense. One of the Toppers' three captains, he has 
tried to avoid putting extra pressure on himself in order to live up 
to the expectations of that position. 
" I've tried to continue doing what I've done over the past few 
years," says Thompson. "We have so many good players on this 
team, it's not like they need a lot of leadership. Sometimes they 
need a little motivation, and that's what I'm there for. 
" I just try to lead by doing my job." 
Charles Thompson - one of nine se-
niors who will be honored prior to 
Western's last regular season home 
game of the year - has been a main• 
stay on the Hilltopper defense since 
earning significant playing time as a 
freshman in 2001, (photo by Faye Lash) 
Aukerman says that leadership is the one area where Thomp-
son has grown since the end of his junior campaign. 
"The biggest thing that Charles has learned this summer and throughout the fall is how to step up and be 
a leader. Last year he wasn't looked at as a leader because there were a lot of seniors on the team, but this 
season he has led by example and been a vocal leader as well." 
What Thompson hasn't had to learn about coming into this season was how to make plays. Entering 
this afternoon's contest against Western Illinois, he needs only nine tackles to become the sixth player in 
school history with 400 in his career. He is coming off back-to-back 100-tackle campaigns, including 
posting 159 as a sophomore to lead the 2002 team that won the national championship. In fact, Thomp-
son even held the distinction of recording the most stops by a freshman linebacker in former head coach 
Jack Harbaugh's 14 years on the Hill after finishing with 43 his first year. 
But, those first couple of years at WKU were difficult for Thompson, who was not just used to playing 
regularly, but participating on both sides of the ball. He sat out the 2000 season as a redshirt, then played 
a backup role the following fall with Erik Dandy and Hayes Thomas established as the starters. 
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'I Todays Featured Player ffl 
"On the field, I learned how to play sitting out that year," he says. " Every day in practice I was 
working against a talented offense. I was also learning off the field too, since it was my first time away 
from home, especially how to manage my time. 
"From the time that I first came to campus, I had other players tell me that I had a chance to be very 
good. Serving as a backup the next year was motivational for me. As a man, you believe that you are 
as good as any other man out there with you. I wanted to be on the field, so I used it as motivation 
to start the following year." 
The coaching staff aiso knew that Thompson had the potential to be a tremendous player, but it 
was just a matter of where he would fit in. After gaining 1, 1 1 5 yards and scoring 21 touchdowns as 
a senior in high school, it looked as if he would come to the Hill to play fullback. 
"Charles was a very good football player. We actually noticed him more on the offensive side of 
the ball," Elson says. "We recruited him as a player who could play on either side of the ball , and he 
just ended up at linebacker probably because we felt we had a need there at the time. 
"When he was redshirting his first year, Charles was one of those guys who the offensive coaches 
would say in staff meetings couldn't be blocked. That's where you started to notice his competitive 
fire - sometimes the scout team can get a little bit mundane, but he was one who made the offensive 
guys better every day and in the process got himself noticed." 
The opportunity to play running back was what Thompson was actually looking for during the 
recruiting process. In fact, when he was on a visit with rival Eastern Kentucky the Colonels hurt their 
chances at signing the honorable mention all-state selection by failing to offer Thompson an opportu-
nity on offense. 
" I was all set to go to Eastern Kentucky even though I had a much better time when I visited WKU," 
he recalls. " I told their coaching staff I wanted to play running back, but they wanted to hear line-
backer. They told me that they were waiting on a running back from Florida, and if he didn't sign they 
would call me. 
"As soon as I got home, I called (fo rmer assistant) coach (Andy) Hendel and told him that I was 
ready to sign with Western." 
And what started as just a chance at running the ball has turned into-the Hilltoppers finding one of 
their top stoppers instead. "There is no question that he fits in as one of the best linebackers that 
we've had, " Elson says. "Just look at his numbers and what he has been able to consistently accom-
plish. We're a better defense when he's on the field - you can see that in the numbers from when he 
has missed games. 
" I think he will go down as one of the better linebackers that's played here in a long time, especially 
over the last four-to-five years." 
Being a part of that tradition is important to Thompson too. But not to the point that he won't help 
find someone else to help continue it once he has departed the Hill. " I've been trying to teach the 
younger guys who are watching me now, and I'm confident that they w ill be as good - if not better 
- than I have been." 
An important cog in a Topper defense that has ranked among the best in Division I-AA since 2000, 
he has rarely been honored for his individual accomplishments during his career. That hasn' t both-
ered Thompson, who is more concerned with the team's performance, but it should change in the 
coming weeks as all-conference and All-America teams are announced. 
What's more important to Thompson is that he will earn his degree from Western next month 
before he moves on and begins his postgraduate career. Whether or not that involves professional 
football - which is something that he will pursue - one can rest assured that Thompson will continue 
to compete in whatever field he chooses. 
" I've been playing football for so long that I am not just going to stop," he says. " Even if it doesn ' t 
work out, I know I can go home to Louisville and look to settle down." 
Thompson also says that coaching is a possibility, albeit a remote one. Especially with his eyes only 
on a job with his alma mater, Central High School. 
But Aukerman believes that with his tempera-
ment and demeanor, it would be an ideal line for 
Thompson. 
"Once Charles gets in the football stadium, he 
has a different personality - he's all business," he 
says. "He likes to have fun with the guys and joke 
around, but once he locks in on football he is a 
very serious guy. Charles coaches the players with 
me in my meetings, he has done a tremendous job 
helping our younger individuals. " 
For Thompson, there's no better way to get a 
jump on the competition than getting right down 
to business. 







Oct. 20, 1981 , in Louisville, Ky. 
Hometown: Louisville, Ky. 
High School: Central 
High School Letters: 
football, baseball 
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Thomas Takes To The HIii 
Western Kentucky University offensive lineman Ryan Thomas found himself in an interesting position at 
the beginning of his college career - his pace of life was both slowing down and speeding up at the same 
time. And there weren't a lot of options to look to on the Hilltopper roster for help. 
As a native of the suburbs of Buffalo, N.Y., Thomas was the only player from the Empire State. So he 
wasn ' t just making the adjustment to the additional burdens of college life, the 6-foot-3, 300-pound senior 
from Orchard Park took on the challenge of a completely different lifestyle. 
Four-plus years later, Thomas considers the decision to move worth it. 
"It was definitely an adjustment at first. Everyone here was different to me, which was kind of hard to 
accept at first," says Th omas. "But really, I was the one who was different, so I had to learn to fit in. 
" It's a faster way of life back home, everything moves 
::iuicker. Down here it's slower, people are more relaxed 
rnd not uptight. I've learned to li)<e that people aren ' t press-
ng al l the ti me. 
"When I go home I enjoy seeing my family and fr iends, 
Jut there are definitely things that I don' t miss." 
Hilltopper head coach David Elson has seen the trans-
'ormation, the ability to adapt, in Thomas, although he says 
hat it was a difficult chal lenge at first. 
" I think the adjustment from the East Coast lifestyle to 
;ood-ol' Kentucky was one of the things he struggled with 
!arly on. East Coast people typically are a little more out-
;poken and have a little more personal ity, and that was 
irobably Ryan in those fi rst couple of years. " 
Thomas' situation on the field didn't al low for a lot of 
ime to make the adjustmen t, either. He had played in just 
rne of Wes tern's two shu touts to open the 2000 campaign, 
Jut startin g center Joe Guinane - a junior-college transfer 
~xpected to handle the duties al l season - was injured at 
ioutheast M issou ri Sept. 23, leaving the true freshman to 
1andle the duties the rest of th;i. way. 
"One of the big reasons I came to Western was that 
former) coach (Jack) Harbaugh said I would have an op-
iortunity to start if I made an impact in camp," says Tho- Ryan Thomas-one of two seniors up front 
nas. "The biggest challenge was learning the offense fast for the Hilltoppers - has made the adjust-
,nough - going from high school to college and having ment to living in the South. (photo by Faye 
inly three to four weeks of camp to accomplish that was Lash) 
eal difficult. 
"When Joe went down, it was time to go. I felt like I learned everyth ing, so I wasn' t even scared. It was 
JSt another game to me, even though my heart was racing and I was excited." 
A chance to play as a true freshman wasn' t the only thing that attracted Thomas to the Hill. Harbaugh's 
ame caught his attention when fo rmer defensive coordinator - and New York native - Andy Hendel 
isited Orchard Park High School. 
That, as we ll as the fact that he would get a chance to compete in track as well. Not only was Thomas 
first-team al l-state selection in footba ll, he was twice chosen a NIKE All-American in track, a sport he had 
arned five letters in. In fact, he was ranked fifth in the nation in both the hammer and weight throws his 
enior year. 
" I had never even heard of Western Kentucky until coach Hendel visited and asked me to come to 
ampus. I had offers from Connecticut and Pittsburgh in football, but they weren't going to let me 
ompete in track," Thomas recalls. "He told me that coach Harbaugh loves guys who do both sports. 
" I sa id, 'Coach Harbaugh? Jim's dad?' He said that was the case, so I decided to take a visit to Western. 
"It was the last visit that I took. When I came down I was kind of set on either Pitt or New Hampshire, 
ut I reall y liked the people here. I figured that I liked Bowling Green, so I would come here, compete in 
iotball and track, and get a good education." 
Guinane's injury left Thomas entrenched as a starter - that is, until he suffered an injury himself. As a 
Jphomore, he started th e first six games and saw action in nine contests until appendicitis sidelined him 
ir the rest of the 2001 campaign. A year later, with the depth on Western's front line, he actually sat out 
s a redshirt as the Hilltoppers went on to win the national championship. 
He was still an integral part of the scout team that fall, and would go on in the winter to earn all-Sun Belt 
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"It was pretty difficult, sitting there watching everyone contribute to a national championship when you 
were the one who was used to playing," says Thomas, who would also go on to qualify for the NCAA 
Mideast Regional in the hammer throw during the 2003 outdoor season. " But I knew my role was to 
prepare the defense week in and week out, so I accepted it and actually found that I enjoyed it. On 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays the defense knew I was coming to play- that was my game, my time to go all 
out." 
One advantage to sitting out the year for Thomas was that it gave him the ability to learn multiple 
positions, serving mostly as a tackle on the scout team that fall. Even though he started all 13 games at 
center in 2003, when Erik Losey transferred to the Hill following the season it was Thomas who made a 
move - to right guard. And, Thomas has taken a snap at tackle in a game this season serving as a 
temporary fill-in for an injured teammate. 
"When I was redshirting, coach Harbaugh told me that it would be a good opportunity to learn other 
team's schemes and to learn the other line positions, so I took advantage of that," he says. "It still probably 
took two or three games this year to get used to playing guard in a game." 
Offensive line coach Walter Wells has Thomas prepared to play anywhere on the line for several 
reasons. "Ryan is so smart and he studies the game, he is always coming in and watching video. He is not 
afraid to ask questions, either. It hasn' t been a problem knowing his assignments, he has just had to get 
used to the different techniques at each of the positions." 
"He was already a talented lineman when he came here," adds Elson. "Anytime you can play effectively 
as a freshman, like he did as a true freshman, it tells you that he came with a lot of ability. The biggest thing 
I've seen regarding Ryan is his maturity level - he has really grown in that area since his first year when he 
was young and full of en"ergy. He was always a team player who has done what we have asked him to 
do." 
Thomas' growth has led to his role as one of the leaders on the Hilltoppers' 2004 squad. It's a role that 
he had no problem accepting, although he is more comfortable leading by example than he is as a 
cheerleader. ' 
"He is a voice of reason with our younger guys," Elson says. "He probably does more behind the 
scenes sharing his experiences and what he has been through." 
Adds Wells: "Ryan leads with his toughness. Every day is a tough day for him physically, but he doesn't 
gripe or moan about it. He just comes out and goes to work - Ryan does more than he probably should 
at times. 
"He is also so good encouraging the guys. When I have to get into somebody a little bit, he's there to 
pick them up." 
One thing that Thomas' origins have done for Western football off the field, though, Is add a new 
element to the locker room. 
"He likes to talk and he has a good sense of humor," says Elson. "Ryan has a variety of different interests 
- he is the team's meteorologist - who is a well-rounded kid. He can relate to a lot of different guys on 
our team." 
"Ryan hasn't met a stranger, I will say that," Wells says. "When it's time to poke fun and have fun, he is 
one of the first guys to dish it out. But, he hasn't been teased too much about being from New York." 
Thomas has adjusted so well to the slower-paced way of life that he has an interest in remaining in this 
part of the country following his graduation in May. Life in Bowling Green has been so good that he's torn 
between finding a job in the Southeast or returning to New York to be close to his family. The only thing 
that he is sure of is that he would like to work in a field that involves competition. 
"Once I got injured, it was a wake-up call. All of your time revolves around school and football," he 
says, " I thought, 'What am I going to do when I'm finished with football? ' I'm a competitive person, I need 
to do something along the line of sales management." 
That time will have to wait for Thomas, though, as 
the Hilltoppers enter tonight's game against Illinois 
State in second place in the Gateway Football Con-
ference standings with a chance to advance to the 
NCAA playoffs for the fifth consecutive year. 
Whether it's on the field or in the community, Tho-
mas has proven that he has the ability to adapt to 
any situation. 
The Thomas Ale 
Full name: Ryan Michael Thomas 
Born: 
Nov. 6, 1980, in New Fane, N.Y 
Hometown: Orchard Park, N.Y. .... 
High School: Orchard Park 
High School Letters: 
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Hllltopper Punter Isn't A Chip Off 111e Stereotypical Block 
T~t.,1 
Now, as W7stern's special teams captain, Claybourn works dosely'~ittWrishfu~'niklcf~iJ~-ii~;jmi_es,:(', 
and Tanner S1ewart. He has mentored the duo as part of the Hillfoppeis'' Bii:lfrcitD~t;('progran:,,•and·;',,•. 
helps run drills that the kickers take part in while practice is going on. · . ,, ·}~f,:,:1.};?'J{A,r\~"t('..;·'.;;.. 
The stereotype in football is that kickers are in their own world, both on the field and in their minds. 
They are generally ribt regarded as ath letes, and a lot of times they are forced to practice on their own 
while the offensive and defensive units prepare for the upcoming game against scout teams. 
Brian Claybourn is not your stereotypical kicker. 
After all, how many kickers have earned all-state honors as a high school basketball player? 
Claybourn, a native of Evansville, Ind., grew up playing basketball as well as soccer before putting his 
talents to use on the football field. In fact, it wasn't until he was voted all-conference as a punter following 
his junior season that he first had serious thoughts about competing collegiately as a kicker. 
The calls from coaches at Big Ten schools didn't hurt in that decision either. 
"My whole high school career up to the middle of my junior season was focused on basketball. 
Football was something on the side that I could do just because I had a good leg and always played 
soccer," he says. " It was at that point that people started looking at me and I started to get phone calls. 
It puts it in perspective when you're getting interest from lower Division I schools in basketball and 
people from the Big Ten are calling about football." 
Fortunately for the program at Western Kentucky University, those offers would eventually fall through. 
The coaching staff was aware of Claybourn 's abilities thanks to former Hilltopper Bill Hape, a letterwinner 
from 1967-70 whose son Andy also played four years at WKU. 
"Bi ll was a good friend of (former) coach (Jack) Harbaugh and a friend of the program," says current 
Topper head coach David Elson. "He had recommended kids from Evansville over the years. We were 
looking fo r a punter, and Bill had called coach to suggest Brian. 
"Once we got that tip and began the process, we found out what an athlete he was, That was 
something that I have learned from coach Harbaugh - you like to see guys who play multiple sports at 
any position. It tells you he's a competitor and that he's been in pressure situations. We liked that Brian 
was an athlete and not just a kicker." 
Claybourn is the first to admit that the coaching staff was correct in seeing that competitive side to his 
personal ity. As the younger of two boys - J.P. is two years older - he grew up competing with his 
brother in every sport they participated in. To the point where Claybourn didn't care much for his 
One of the top punters in NCAA Division /. 
M football, senior Brian Claybourn will 
leave the Hill with his name etched in the 
Western record books. (photo by Dr. James 
Robinson) 
2004 Hllltopper Kickoff 
sibling until he went away to college. 
"My brother and I really didn't like each other in high 
school. A lot of times we were competing for the same 
spot," says Claybourn. "When he went away to college, 
we both realized that it was stupid to act that way and that 
we needed each other. 
" I definitely consider myself a competitive person. Now 
it's more about competing against myself since there isn't 
a head-to-head battle like a cornerback against a w ide 
recei ve r." 
It was trust in another former Western player from Evans-
ville, defensive lineman Mike Volkman, that helped con-
vince Claybourn to come to the Hill. 
"Mike was a factor in coming down here, he was al-
ready on campus and is one of my brother's best friends. 
Having someone to talk to about the program that I knew 
definitely helped," Claybourn says. "When I came on my 
visit, hanging out with Mike, Alan Ogletree, Brock Baker 
and Brad Davis gave me a different fee ling than going to 
some of those Big Ten schools. You could see that the 
people at Western were more like a family, they cared 
more than just about winning and losing." 
It didn' t take long for the roles to reverse, Claybourn 
has served as a host and mentor since arriving on the Hill. 
One year after coming to WKU, he was instrumental in 
convincing Bill Hewig - a former teammate at Reitz High 
School - to join the program. 
Hew ig has ended up serving as a long snapper for 
Claybourn, and this season has started the last five games 
at left guard on the offensive line. 
"When he came on his visit and stayed with me, it was 
the same relationship that I had with Mike," he says. "You 
have somebody that you know is not going to lie to you or 
feed you a line, you' ll get an honest answer." 
D... 
"Being voted a captain shows the respect Brian's teammates have for him because·;Heih
0
(3.s·! prdd1.1ced . ' 
at his position," says Elson. "More importantly, off the field, the consistency of his work,einio,oyer the·· 
last four-plus years and his attitude - he has such an even keel, he never gets too high or to·o·Jow...:. shows 
Brian's teammates his maturity leve l. He's someone the guys have gone to, like I have, for input to try 
and help in any way." · 
Claybourn arrived on the Hill unsure of what his role wou ld be. He had served as both Reitz' punter 
and kicker, and although most of his high school honors came in the fo rmer role, Western was looking 
for a placekicker following the departure of All-American Jeff Poisel (Ogletree had served as the 
Toppers' punter the previous two seasons). The most difficult time for Claybourn was his first year - he 
sat out as a redshirt after Peter Martinez won the kicking job in the preseason. " It was definitely hard 
on me when I first figured out I was going to redshirt, especially because I had come in thinking I might 
handle both jobs. Since I was a little kid I had always done something all the time. 
" It ended up working out all right because Peter had a good year and we got by with Alan punting and 
playing wide receiver. It was a good year for me to sit back, watch and learn." 
Since then, the 6-foot-1 , 185-pound senior has filled another role fo r the Hilltoppers - as one of the 
best punters in the Gateway Football Conference. Claybourn has been selected to the all-league team 
in each of his three seasons, including picking up first-team accolades following last year, and was a 
member of the conference's All-Newcomer Team in 2001. He led all NCAA Division I-AA freshmen 
punters in average that season, while this fall he ranks among the top 1 0 in the country with an average 
of 43.36 yards per Kick entering today's contest w ith Indiana State. 
In fact, Claybourn is on pace to set both the season and career records on the Hill for punting average. 
And it turns out that he was correct in his beliefs whe·n he arrived on campus. For the last two years, 
Claybourn has also taken care of the Hilltoppers' kickoff duties. 
"We're fortunate to have both Craig Aukerman and Stuart Holt workin~ with special teams, as well 
as the mentoring of Butch Gilbert - Brian has had some good eyes and some good coaching over the 
years," say Elson. "But I think the most significant thing has been his work at Ray Guy's camps over the 
summer. I think he has learned a lot about what he needed to improve by doing that. And anytime you 
teach something, you understand it better - the best way to learn something is to teach it." 
Claybourn 's improvement in his time on the Hill has led to the possibility of continuing hi s career in 
the professional ranks next fall. Although it is something that he thinks about from time to time, there 
aren't any special drills he can do to improve his chances of catching on with a team. 
"Right now my number one goal is to help us win games, but it is always in the back of your mind" he 
says. "But there's nothing I can do different to prepare for it, the key is to just con tinue to be consistent. 
That's what the scouts are looking at." 
"The feedback from scouts has been positive," adds Elson. "The NFL isn't any different than college 
- everyone wants to try and get a kicker for as little as they possibly can. Typically kickers are signed as 
free agents. One of the scouts said to me, which I thought tells you how tough it is, 'There are on ly 32 
punters in the NFL' 
" I think he has a chance. Brian has all the tools and the athleticism, it's just about the timing and finding 
the right fit - being in the right place at the right time." 
Whenever the day comes that his kicking career ends, athletics w ill likely not exit the picture. A 
marketing major who is expected to graduate in December, Claybourn l;ias worked wi th Western 's 
athletic marketing and promotions department in the past and is interested in either workin g with sports 
marketing or sales. 
He's intelligent enough to hold his own off the field, too. Last year he was selected to Gateway 
Conference's All-Academic second team. 
Often times kickers are lost in their own world, 
however, the Hilltoppers have been fortunate the 
last four years to have the services of the levelheaded 
Claybourn. 
"Brian's a normal guy who could fit in at any posi-
tion," Elson says. "Sometimes kickers are just kick-
ers and that's all that they do, but Brian was able to 
average 20 points a game in high school basketball. 
"He's just one of the guys who's able to joke with 
the best of them and can hold his own if there's any 
type of competition." 
/'\ 
The Claybourn FIie 
Full name: Brian Kent Claybourn 
Born: 
Oct. 21, 1981, in Evansville, Ind. 
Hometown: Evansville, Ind. 
High School: Reitz 
High School Letters: 
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Scott's quesnon J~aas ro s~a~ 
. . . . •. . . . . ., , . .,., ·,., .. , ...... ·· ,, .. , ·.,,. . -, ,. ' . ,.. .· .. ,f, . ~-re;~~~ , .· 
All Western Kentucky's Aaron Scott was 
looking for was an answer. . . . , . , 
: • The sophomore wi& ieceiver thought he 
performed well enough dwing spring drills 
and fall cainp to earn: a starting rolec B_ut 
when Sq>tt · . saw. other .re<;eivers ··getting 
more playing time in the Hilltoppers' S!'a" 
son opener, he got the nerve to ask .WKU 
offensive coordinator TJ. Weist why he 
wasn.'t a fust-string player. .· . . .. 
71 was a .little bit discouraged,'.' Seo.It 
said "I thought I'd get ray chance as fong 
as I kepi wodcing. hard, but I thought I was 
being overlooked" . , · . 
Little did Scott know· that a question 
abouf playing time was what Weist wanted 
to hear. . , 
. · "It showed me it meant a lot to Jlimt 
Weist said "He wanted to be a starter. I 
think you challenge players in ~ lot of dif• 
ferent ways and see how important it is to 
them. Oni:, of the ways is tQ see how com-
pctitive they are when you move·: \hem 
around in the depth chart and you see how 
they react and .how much it means to them.''. 
· Ever since Scott didn't grab a rereptio11 
in the. Hill toppers' 0pener at Kansas $ta.~ 
·he's progressed' as an offensive weapon for 
Western. He caught three passes for .. 32 
•yards against Eastern Kentucky last mooth 
and 1opped thi\1 · against . Southern Illinois 
last weekend, when he caught a ieam0high 
five catches for 68· yards. 
He's also ·started the last two .contests 
alongside . leading receiver Maunc::e 
Pedcins . 
. 'T ve been trying to impress coaches," 
Scott said. '1 was final1 y given a chance and . 
I wanted 10· make sure I made it count 
Things started off slow this year, but · it's 
definitely'picked up." · 
Odds Weren't in Scott's.favor in getting a 
starting role.He arrived at Western in 2002 
as . a lightly recruited walk-on 'from 
Nashville's Hillsboro High School. After 
redshirting a season, Scott· was only a 
scout-team player and still a walk-on last 
season . 
Western had recdver spOts open this year 
when its 1-2 receiver punch of Casey 
Rooney and Shannon Hayes wrapped up 
their careers last season· The two combined 
for more than 1,500,yards last year. 
But WKU had a number of candidates 
for its top two spots and Scott may have had 
one strike against him. 
"I didn't come .out with a chip on my 
shoulder, but I think I was overlooked 
because I was· a walk-on and had to do 
everything lo beat the scholarship guys 
out," Scott said. 
Weist could relate to how Scott felt, but 
wasn't going ~ogive Scott or any w~-on 
~,Y. ~Ym1w1Jr.J.I~r~ ~f}'f\, .\V,;i~t . "',"$ a 
walk-on:-wtde recetver at Alabama dunng 
his couege career. 
"I don't favor walk-ons. I actually expect 
more of them because I went through it," 
Weist said. "More is expected of a walk-on 
if they want to produce. [f we have a schol-
arship guy. we're going to invest more in 
him because we've got (scholarship) 
money and time invested in him. They have 
to do everything better than everyone else." 
According to Weist, players like Scott 
are rare. Weist said he was one of a group 
of 65 walk-0ns that began their Alabama 
. i~e (mei/Daify 
Western Kentucky sophomore wide receiver Aaron Scott looks in a pass Tuesday 
ing practice .at LT. Smith Stadium. 
career in 1984. In a four-year Span, Weist 
was the only walk-on still with the Crimson 
Tide. 
Weist estimated no more than IO percent 
of walk-ons at Western or any other Divi-
sion I school stick with the program. · 
"Most walk-ons don't understand What it 
takes," Weist said. 'They don't.understand 
what it takes•to beat out a scholarship play-
et I want a walk .,<in that wants lo give his 
heart and soul to this program, not one that 
thinks we owe him something. I see so 
many come through and think we owe him 
S9(µ~tltjng." ··. . - ·--
Because a scholarship player· will natu-
rally gel more notice than a walk-on, it tOok 
Scott some tim,; to gain attention. 
While he may not have felt like ·he was 
being looked at last year, Western head 
coach David Elson knew about Scott last 
season. 
" He was on the scout team and I used to 
joke that all he does is catch passes on our 
No. 1 defense," Elson said. "Aaron is a guy 
that's shown passion and persistence. It's 
definitely paid off too." 
Scott has also won the confidence of 
Weist 
"He knows what he's dQing and 
.the biggest thing . with me," Weist sai 
can trust him to do the right thing: I c 
he's. more dependable at making plays 
catches the football, makes the plays 
he has to, blocks and plays with toug 
It doesn't mean Scott has a lock 
starting spot He has the second most · 
<,S. of any WKU receiver, but other 
alongside Scott are gunning for st 
roles. True freshmen Curtis Hamilton 
Cory Clemons have both shown promi 
Hamilton already has 116 yards on 
s.ix catches and Oemons had 78 yards 
three catches against Youngstown 
before suffering a groin injury. 
Western has also shown that no s 
the position is safe. Four different 
have started in Scott's spot over the 
games this year. 
'There's always somebody working· 
as hard as trie trying to move up," 
said. "Coaches teU us every day that 
position is not locked. You've got to 
working hard because everyb.ody is fig 
for it aU the time." 
\;:f~f/ ' . > • • 
erkms has made the 
~)(tended playing time, 
i'ds per catch ori 20 
-
, By Mici134!1. tmmt 
nigrant@courier-:ioumal.cotn 
_ The .Courier-~al 
---~~ >' .•• , .. ;;. 
- M.:aunce;,Perkhis. ~Ji~v~ · 
was a Divisfon I -footoall pl£ 
even when no ~me· else did. 
has gon,e fi,:oin • ~ 'Indianapo 
__ high schooler,,~t ~o,11rogr. 




A guy who 'didn't dltch'.ip 
, lasty(!aris.tied for,the,:Ga( ·:· 
I;, , Conference lead jn receivi · 
[ - -- yard$ (4()1). The -jhnior:.will 
b . tci\lrelp the Jduri:h-ranl<ed. . 
!, .. toppefs· (4-1, ·2,-0) to'. ,their 'ff 
;:;- straight victory,toµight at to' 
ir: --rariked Southern Illinois ·_ (5:-:, r - - - . - - -
f 2-Q). , . . ' 
~: . Western might hive to,p: . 
rc:-. more with starting tailback 1£ f ronMoore out with a hams . --
1h injury, __ - - -_ . 
rt~ -In ·last -weekend's 17--10 :vi 
t,i: . tory -at Northern_ Iowa. -_Per . _ 
\'; set career ,highs with seve 
r~ catches· for 141 _yai-ds._ ~s fath 
t :w:atched this unfold from th 
t• - stands at the UNI;,Dottie. 
·Alvin. Perkins said ' his so' 
didn't take an easy path to su · f ces_s. _ .. _ 
~-:.'.,····•::_ .• ·_ _ ''It was a.f~~-tic-mow.~n (' he ~a. "It's gfutifyiritf tlui.t _ 
fl stumbled onto a sch'.ool lik 
D''' We,stem K¢ntucky: He fits right 
~.~_:_·.~_::.·.- ; ., in. If brought tear;s to my eyes 
"._ seei,ng himplaying thi$· lev~l o _ 
college football. , It's ,been over-
whelming." · , · _ 
The new Big Man o ' 
the Bowlitig Green cam~ 
pus stands 5 feet 9 · anq 
170 pounds. Perkins i~ 
· soft-spoken and hum ' 
ble - for good reaso 
_ It was only two year . 
• ago wJ].en he came to 
i WKU as an unknown, f from Divisi~n II St. Jo- · 1 
f seph's (Ind) Just asking·/; 
, fqr ~ c~ce .. ,, _ -: _, 'J: 
,; Perkins ~as' so far . off?, 
'the radar screen that neither '\ 
/ he nor WKU coach David El- -? 
son realized that they shared the '.;, 
same high school :alma mater 
\nitil Elson saw him wearing an 
,Indianapolis Cathedral T-shirt. 
' "It's been great," Perkins said 
"It feels good knowing that the -
coach has faith in you." 
Perkins had the kind of high 
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in his direction;,he'.s .personilly.insµlted .. · 
. Tucimasd0€:Sn't und~n.tan<lwl(y~ qii;lr~ ,:,-
tei;b~wotild ~e tliro~ towii!:d liini But 
whei)t J1a,s)iappeijed tlµs year. Thomas .. ·. 
offeii: takes '. offense. w~th.· a drive~itdihg ·.·· 
· -in~~:fts~ ~tny face,'' Th~~ :~d: 
'They'.:fest·my P.ride every timetheypµt> 
t!J:elb;itl }ktne'·aii:mf wa'/ Aiid 1anyiiilicF' 
tlfey"do'tliat, Dtii'going to. go gedC' ' ·' ' ' ': 
•·To five games this season, Thomas has-.. 
made opposing.quarterbacks pay forcthose ·· · 
perc~ived -sinatks;: to the , -:faceL The . 
Louisville native already has five inte~c :. 
tio'~~ - ... . . . . . .·~~:·', 
·To9mas-is'ciwrently third in-tlie coui:itcy 
with an. interception- per · gl!llle '.and fie'~ 
. picked offa pass in his last fout gal\i~. •· 
-ThPmas' i.qferceptipns .. tµve ~o;C<?m-e 
at criti~ tinJes, He;s, already iq~r~pted , 
two .passes µi 9ie end · zone, in9lµding last ·· 
weekend at Nortlienr Iowa, that nave . 
endid al,rqost c¢rtain soorip.g driye_s: _ . · 
':_!l(iosfi; ·:he's '.been, . solid.'' WKU ~h. 
Diivid Eison said;'''He 's !Jeen tliere; when . 
we ii'eeded lurii. and -it seems· like he'sJqst . 
always be¢n in ~sition.''. . . . . . 
. After the Hilltop~rs' 17 c 10 i Wili;:' at 
Nortlieni Iowa; Ellsori : said . Thomas had 
been p(.tyuig:atjoufas welhs a.!IY c.;o~er0 
back he had.seen at:WKU; ~ strong state,. · 
ment sirice,.:forriler WK{f corilerb;icks··. ~;;:~;~::: 
. woul<J allow'him to be iii the s:une compa-
ny with WKU's best'cornerbacks. Sippio 
~~ni~::tt~ tfas~B.llfrflgl~~~~ . 
a«odiplished that in 2000 over a 12sgame . 
~eason. · . . · . . . . ' . -
Tho~ is already halfway home. to 
tying' the . record heading into tli,e No . . 4 . 
Hilltoppers' .battle at No: 1 Southern Illi-
nois on Saturday and WKU still has more 
than half of its regular season remaining 
plus possible playoff games. 
· "My teammates have talked _about it and 
I just laugh and giggle," Thomas ~d. 
'They know all .about it and 1·know about 
it too. l want (the record), but l'm not 
goin~ to. force anything and just play my 
role. , . 
Thomas . would need some help in· 
breaking the record. He'll need some more 
accommodating quarterbacks to insult 
him. Ironically, several of his interceptions 
have been on the same pass_ route from 
opponents - a fade route directed into the 
comer of tlie end zone. 
So far it hasn't worked. Thomas picked 
off one Eric Sanders pass on that pattern 
last weekend. a:rtd ·nearly had a· second, 
"It's funny," Thomas said. 'They've got 
to watch the same film we watch. They try 
the same fade route, but I doti 't think I' II 
be seeing any more fade routes in the red 
- · . ·. • .· · · · · Trevor Frey/Daily News:':- . 
Western Keniucky cornerback Antonio Thomas ~ssists on a tackle during the Hilltop- I;. 
pers' win over Youngstown State earlierthi.s season. · . ·. · · li! 
zone. But if tliey keep tlirowing it, ooh I'm After starting the first nine games last~ 
going to try my best to go get it" . year, Thomas lost his starting spot arid did~J ( 
Part of Thomas' ability to intercept pass- n 't start three of the last four gl!llles last 'f 
es is credited to'· his size. At 6-foot-2, 200 season. · 
pounds, Thomas is larger than mosfwide . The de°:otion becl!llle a motiv~tioti 'for'Ji 
receivers he_ goes agamst and bigger tlian Thomas. this year and also k~ps him hum- , 
Westem's most recent starting comer- ble even as .he's on 'pace .for a record- ,.!; 
backs. Along with being bigger, Thomas breaking year. . x" 
also has the athletic ability to match 'That lit a huge fice under me," Thomas ·) 
receivers. said. "I wanted to play but coaches went ·> 
'Three years ago we had the big comers with the one that was producing the most, .·· · 
(with Sippio and Jefferson), but have had so I couldn't complain. But it makes you ;· 
smaller guys (Jeremy Chandler and Carl real humble. You don't have chumps (in 
Birts) the last two years," Elson said. second-string roles) behind you, so you ,, 
"Antonio brings a combination. He can, always have to play a complete game." · 
run as weU as any of those guys, but still But now that Thomas is playing comer-
has that size and range." back instead of safety, he feels at home. 
Thomas started most of last sea,on, but " It's a lot better position for me," 
.didn't start at comerback. Because Chan- Thomas said. 'There's less thinking and 
<lier and Birts were mainstays at comer- more _reacting going on. And tliere's a lot .· 
back for the Hilltoppers, Thomas played at of banging going on at safety. Tackling and 
both safety positions. I all that wasn't my strength. I'm better with 
It didn't go as well as he had wanted. the ball in the air." 
- - - ·,A. ~.A,~ 
Healthy Smith now proOucing 
. . . . . ' . .. . . . . . . . . ./_,- . ' :. 
G~tewi 
Teafu' / 
~re{~~ST . . 
Westeril Kentucky linebacker Deonte 
. Smith might not be superstitious, but it 
wouldn't'htnt to ~ a piece of wood to_ 
knock on at all times. 
Since Sinith ·began his college career at · 
fudiana, injuries have hampered the prod-
uct ofLouisville's St Xavier High School. 
He :wliS expecte<l to. start his sophomore 
season at IU; but those hopes ended when a 
lymph nodes • infec~on required him to 
hav:e neck surgery Just before the season 
started. 
· After tra.nsfening to Western following 
·!Jis \ophomore season, hamstring .injuries 
plami.ed him during the · past two . spring 
· canips and )ast season, when. he started 
only five game~. . .· . 
. Now . iri his senior season, Smith has 
. stayed healthy through the frrst fow: games, 
and has made an immediate impact as a 
statting inside linebacker, '. . ' 
"I never felt bad • about my situation," 
'Smith said. "I've tried, riot to even think 
about. it It's a blessing to even play this · 
game and there's a lot of people that have it 
worse than me." · . . 
Now that he's healthy, Smith has been 
able to showcase his talents, especially 
against ,Y()ungstown State. Smith was 
mim~. the. Gateway Conference's Defen-
sive ·Player of the Week after returning an· 
interceptiw1 for a touchdown, recovering a . 
fumble and added 12 tackles. · 
Smith's effort also led to national hon-
ors. He .was named the Defensive Player of 
the Week by both I~AA.org and Hansen's 
Football Gazette: 
It also won Smith some claim to fame 
within the program. Western us~ a points · 
system on defense, ·rewarding . players a 
certain number cif points for defensive sta-
tistics~ soff of the Hilltoppers' version of 
Fantasy Football; 
Smith racked up 65 points, a new WKU 
record. 
"He's just thrived this year," WKU 
coach David Elson said. "No question, he's 
been one of our most consistent and 
improved players." . 
Smith has Western feeling good about 
the inside linebacker position now, but 
Elson admits he had some questions before 
fall camp began. · 
Smith spent most of his time at outside 
linebacker this year and was pegged to 
replace All-American Erik Dandy this sea-
son. Smith was supposed to get acclimated 
to the position this spring, but instead 
~ssed most of spring bill with a hamstring 
tnJury, 
~t ~orced him to lea.en playing the 
position ma cram session during fill camp. 
'.'We went into camp asking, ' Is Deonte 
gomg to be able to do it?"' Elson said. "We 
'th<?ught he'd be a good replacement for 
~. but it was frustrating because we just 
dtdn t get to see much of him in the 
spring:" 
The position change didn't bother 
Smith. 
"I liked it a lot better," Smith said. 'Tm 
not the biggest guy out there and playing 
Trevor Frey /Daily Ne..;, 
Deonte Smith returns an interception for a touchdown in the Hilltoppers' 44-19 win . 
over Youngstown State at LT. Smith Stadium last Saturday. . 
outside linebacker (in WKU's 3-4) defense immediately after his football . seasoQ was 
is almost like being a stand-up defensive over. It also happened to be tlie week West-
lineman. I didn't like wrestling with those em was preparing for its I-AA national 
tight ends. At this position I'm more free." championship game against McNeese 
The position change is a closer rep.un State in 2002. 
home for Smith. During his first two sea- "He played running back in high school 
sons at Indiana, Smith played at middle and we just k:Iiew he was a heck of an ath-
linebacker. lete," Elson said. " He came down during 
But his situation at ru began to deterio- the playoffs and I'm sure tliat didn't hurt in 
rate when ru coach Cam Cameron was getting him here." 
fired after his freshman season. Also helping was . current WKU offen-
Smitli played one season under current sive coordinator T.J. Weist, who was at 
coach Gerry DiNardo, but wanted to leave Indiana during Smith's freshman season. 
the program after his sophomore year. "I kept in contact with him and just felt 
- South~rn illin~i 
·sMs .· L . · . .. 
Indiana State 
-:. WestetnK~ntuc 
iilinois S~te ' 
Western' Illint>is 
Youngstown Su 
, North~rn fo~a . 
Last week; 
·w~stern Kentuc 
SMS_ 36, Wester 
Southern IllinQi: 
Indiana State 41 




SMS at Illinois : 
Southern Illinoil 
Tearr 
· · Total offense . ·, 
l),Southem Illin 
2) Westeni Illinc 
3) Illin6is State 
4) SMS 
5) Western -Kent 
Rushing off ens( 
l) Southern Illin 
2) Westerrt Illino 
3) Western Kenti 
4) SMS 
5) Youngstown ~ 
Passing offense 
l) Illinois State _ 
2) Southern Illin, 
· 3) Indiana State 
4) Western Illino 
8) Western Kentl 
Total defense 
··· l) Southern Illin< 
2) Northern low~ 
3) Western Kenn 
4) Illinois State 
5) Youngstown S 
Rushing defense 
l) Southern lllinc 
2) Illinois State 
3) Northern Iowa 
4) Western Kentu 
5) lndiana State 
Passing defense 
I) Western Illinoi 
2) Northern Iowa 
3) Youngstown Si 
4) Southern lllino 
5) Western Kentu 
" I figured ['d give it a shot with him, but Western was the place for me," Smith said. Turnover margii 
tlien I felt it wasn't the best place for me," 'Toe national championship got me real [}'Western Kentu 
Smith said. excited about coming here and [ knew I 2) [ndiana State _ 
Smith began looking at new schools wanted to be here.'.' -., _; -~_,Jf SM~-· ':St··?l~ 
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cav1tt Finally Finds A Home On The HIii 
For a long time, it looked like baseball would be Getty Cavitt's ticket to success. After all, he was a 
starter on the varsity at Owensboro Senior High School as an eighth grader and he did earn two more 
letters in the sport than he did on the gridiron. 
But, he also excelled in football after becoming a starter for the Red Devils as a sophomore. Cavitt -
who now stands 6-foot-1 and weighs 240 pounds - was twice named the Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer 
Defensive Player of the Year and was a two-time all-state selection. 
" I had a very good senior year in football, " he said. "More coaches were ca lling me and talking to me 
about continuing to play." 
Cavitt knew that playing both sports wou ld be a difficult challenge, especially si nce the long baseball 
season was slowing his development on the football field. 
"Playing both sports hurt more than it helped. I always played summer baseball- our American Legion 
team played 70 games a year," said Cavitt. " I would end 
up two weeks late to football camp because of baseball 
tournaments. 
" I miss it (baseball ), but I know it's real hard to play two 
sports in college. If I had it to do over again, I wish I would 
have at least tried out." 
So Cavitt headed to the Hill in the fall of 2000. After 
sitting out his first year, a new journey began - one to find 
a home on the field. 
Cavitt began his WKU career as a fullback, and he actu-
ally started his collegiate debut as the Hilltoppers defeated 
Kentucky State. In that game, he rushed for 61 yards and a 
touchdown on nine carries. He would finish the season 
w ith 102 yard s, startin g three of the four contests he ap-
peared in. 
The fo llow ing fall, Cavitt reappeared on the other side of 
the ball playing inside linebacker. Stuck behind the likes of 
senior Hayes Thomas, future All-Americans Erik Dandy and 
Karl Maslowski, and one of the stars of this year's defense, 
Charles Thompson, Cavitt managed to make 1 7 stops in 
14 games playi ng mostly on special teams. 
"For a while, I didn't think I was going to play at all," he 
G C 
. h I d. 'd l' said. " I just kept showing up every day trying to get better, 
etty av,tt as sett e mas an outs, e me- . . . . 
b k h
. ft l , h h th1nk1ng that the time might come that I would get a break." 
ac er t ,s season a er p aymg t ree ot er . . • • • h" fl h h H.
11 
In 2002, he moved up and became a defensive lineman. 
pos,t,ons m ,s 1rst t ree years on t e , . . . . . 
1 
h b F, L h) And had the best year of h,s career 111 h,s first season as a 
1P oto Y aye as starter. 
In his first start on defense at right end, Cavitt recorded a career-high eight tackles - with two behind 
the line of scr immage - and a blocked kick as the Toppers defeated Union (Ky,). He matched that tackle 
total in a 9-6 win over Southwest Missouri State as well as in the NCAA playoffs at Wofford, as he posted 
nine games w ith five or more stops. 
According to Hilltopper defensive line coach Mike Fanoga, it's Cavitt's work ethic that helped him 
make the trans ition and have a successfu l 2003 campaign. "Getty plays and practices hard - he never 
slows down," he said. "He shows up to wo rk and get better each and every day. Getty always gets after 
it." 
With a career-best 61 total tackles, including nine for loss, Cavitt appeared to have settled into a posi-
tion heading into his final campaign. 
Until fall camp in August. 
Cavitt continued to take snaps w ith the first-team defense on the line, but at the same time started 
work ing wi th outside linebackers as well. When WKU opened the season at Kansas State Sept. 4, lo and 
behold, Cavitt was playing his fourth position in as many years. 
"The great thing about Getty is that he's always had the attitude, 'Put me wherever I have the best 
chance to play.' Any move that wo uld put him closer to being on the field he took in stride and worked 
at it," head coach David Elson said. "For whatever reason it didn't work out at those other positions, but 




. ~ ' 
~ 
.fa' 
his attitude has been great throughout. I know he had been anxious to find a home and to contribute, 
because he just wants to be in a position to make plays and help the team." 
But again, the results have been positive. He recorded 13 tackles and the first interception of his career 
in the first two games before putting on his best-ever performance in the "Battle of the Bluegrass." Against 
rival Eastern Kentucky, Cavitt finished with a career-best 13 stops and an interception as the Hilltoppers 
defeated the Colonels for the third straight time, 21-8. 
As WKU opens Gateway Football Conference play this evening against Youngstown State, he enters 
the game ranked second on the team in tackles, stops for loss and interceptions. 
"The change this year has been great," said Cavitt. "Now I get to take on a tight end instead of facing 
a tackle. It' s been a lot easier moving than I thought it would be. 
"After serving as a reserve the first two years, it was exciting to finally get a chance to play. There were 
a lot of big shoes to fill with all the great players that have been in the program." 
Outside linebackers coach Mike Chism, who is in his first season on the coaching staff, has been 
pleased with the way Cavitt has handled the most recent move. 
"Getty has a lot of experience playing a lot of positions. He has a pretty good understanding of all the 
components that go into our defensive scheme," he said. "The adjustment wasn't real difficult for him 
since he knows what the defensive end is doing in front of him. 
"We want to get our best 11 guys on the field, and moving him to outside linebacker allowed us to do 
that and give us a better defense." 
While Cavitt is as happy as he's been at WKU, at least one person misses him. 
" I miss the leadership he provided to the defensive line," said Fanoga. "But we have to put the best 
players on the field . He's doing a great job outside this year, making a lot of plays. I don't want to hold 
Getty back. • 
"We preach the team concept to the players, that's what we're trying to teach the younger guys." 
Elson, who was the recruiting coordinator when Cavitt arrived on the Hill, was unsure of the impact that 
he would make. "I never had a real good feel for Getty coming out of high school. I remember watching 
him in the state championship game and thinking what a talent he was. He really stuck out to me playing 
fullback. 
"Once he got here, Getty couldn't find the right position even though you saw flashes of his ability. He 
couldn't find a home, but we thought defensive line was a good fit for him. 
"I've always known that he has had the talent and ability, it was just finding the right spot for him to play 
within our system.'' 
Looking back at the journey, Cavitt was happy to be on the field as a freshman but doesn't have any 
regrets about switching sides of the ball. 
"I don't miss playing fullback at all. I went in after that first season and talked to (former) coach (Jack) 
Harbaugh and he asked, 'What do you think we should do?' I told him I wanted to play defense, and he 
thought that was the best thing for me." 
It might not be surprising that Cavitt took so long to find a home on the field considering he had a 
relatively late start in football. Growing up, he played soccer until he was 12 years old even though he 
was around football as a youngster. 
"I always went to the high school's practices and stayed around the team a lot. I even served as a water 
boy. But I was always playing baseball because my dad played in college and was drafted." 
Not only has he found a home on the field, Cavitt has also found one with his teammates as well. Quiet 
by nature in public and in interviews, he is one of the more popular Hilltoppers in the locker room. 
"He's a pretty popular guy on the team, very social," Elson said. "He's more outgoing when he's around 
his teammates and his friends. Getty probably shies 
away from the spotlight, but when you go through 
our locker room and mention his name it will put a 
smile on the face of a lot of guys because he has a 
very humorous side to him. 
" Getty is a lot more outgoing than what he seems 
to the public." 
Chism agrees. "He's good for a one-liner. You ask 
him a question and Getty will come up with a comi-
cal answer." 
Which probably shouldn't surprise anyone now that 
Cavitt has finally found a home on the Hill. 
~~ 
The cav1n FIie 
Full name: Gary Glenn Cavitt, Jr. 
Bom: Jan. 19, 1981, in Owensboro, 
Ky. 
Hometown: Owensboro, Ky. 
High School: 
Owensboro Senior 
High School t'elters: 
football, baseball 
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~hleykeeps • progressing 
By R()J3 HE:RBST 
fhe Oai/y News 
Western Kentucky offensive lineman 
Buster Ashley kneWhis time"had come. 
_ During his first three seasons with West-
ein, Ashley played with offensive linemen 
who had ·. more experience: Ashley,. who 
was an AllcAmerican in 2()()2 and 2003, 
tnay have been the most talerited lineman, · 
buttherewere othefolder teammates who .· 
could lead. · 
· But Western's offense has a veteran void .. 
tpis season. With the exception of Ashley, · 
there's•onJy one other returning senior on 
the startip.g offense. That autonilitically 
t}iiust Asftley into a leadership role. ·. , 
· / 'Tve,kind of been . the quiet guy oil .the 
field and now I have to speak Up a little 
more than • I ·.usually have;" Ashley said: 
''And J; became more serious instead of 
0:yit).g a joker: all the time. Nothing. ever 
·· bothered mebefore and I was always a kid~ 
der, instead o(tak:ing things seriously at the 
· riglit time anq -~ the right moment'' 
Ashley . alr¢ady had some mediation 
skills. Ashley saidwhen teammates confid-
ed any problems, he'd talk to coaches to · 
help rectify the situation. 
Yet.once last season ended with a 344 7 
kiss to Wofford in the quarterfinals oftheI-
AA playoffs; coaches told Ashley they 
needed more. 
., "Right when last season was over, we 
told.him he really had to step up in a lead-
ership role," WKU c6ach David Elson 
~aid. "It was just natural. A lot of times the 
guys that are the bestplayers get looked up 
to because they've perfonned. Bu.ster had 
!o develop info understanding .that rote:" · 
· ·• And how has Ashley responded? · 
· ·. "He's responded to it as well as you 
gpuld imagirie," Elson said. "Our offensive 
staff has . told me numerous times that 
13uster is a presence on the field in practice, 
When they come to . the sidelines · and · in 
between series." 
· ' Ashley took · steps in . preparing for his 
new role. He and some other veterans spent 
a few days this summer taking classes on 
leadership taught by the ROTC. 
'They talked about different leadership 
rp.ethods and different kinds of things that 
~elp pe?ple out," Ashley said. "It was real 
mterestrng going in there, seeing what they 
had to S_!lY about leadership and tryirig to 
take that to heart." 
The Owensboro native took another 
ma~g. step this summer. Ashley got 
mamed to his longtime girlfriend Tiffany~a 
teacher at Rockfield Elementary, in June. 
The two had been dating since their high 
school days. 
Fellow Owensboro High School and 
\\(KU linebacker Getty Cavitt was Ash-
ley's best man and several coaches and 
teammates were in attendance for the cere-
mony. 
Ashley said marriage hasn't changed 
Western Kentucky offensive lineman Buster Ashley blocks Con~~dd;~~::~t~~';; 
Terrance Lee during their matchup on Sept. 11 at LT. Smith Stadium. 
him, . 
every game . since transferring from. 
'The on! Y thing that is different now that Louisville in time . for the 200 l. season. 
school and football are going on, we don't Ashley was also named the Gateway Con~ 
see each other that · much," Ashley said. ference's Offensive Lineman of the Week 
"You have to manage both." earlier this year. 
Since the Ashleys had been dating for Entering this season, Toe Sports Net-
several fears, the Hilltoppers don't see a work ~bbed Ashley as the best returning 
difference with him. tackle m I-AA football this year. 
"A lot of his teammates would say, "He's been Mr. Consistency over the last 
'Yeah, it's been like that way for a long four years," Elson said. "It's been fun to 
time and now it's just official,"' Elson watch as h,e's really matured both on and 
joked. "He has to take a little ribbing now off the field. I definitely think he has a 
and then about being the married man, but future (after Western). A lot depends on 
other than that, he's stayed the same."• how he plays this year, but scouts see the 
Ashley could go through one more ability and a lot have a lot of high praise for 
change after his fmal season at Western is him." 
complete. NFL scouts have routinely been Ashley notices the scouts who attend 
at Western practices taking a look at Ashley practice, but makes every attempt not to 
and a few other Hilltoppers. think about his long-term future. 
Ashley has been one of the most stable "When- you see them during practice, it 
performers Western has ever had. With the makes you think a little bit," Ashley said. 
exception of missing two starts in 2002 "But you have to focus on what you're doing. 
because of injury, Ashley has started in I don't think about what could happen." 
Sports on the Hill 
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;'.llumph a quick learller fOr Tops 
' . By ROB HERBST 
Th~ Daily News 
. i Any Western Kentucky football player 
· would need some heightened intelligence 
in order to start during his freshnian sea- . 
son. . . • . 
. There's an entire playbook to master at a 
breakneck · pace; au ·· while trying to get 
· acclimated to college life. There ll!e also 
~rtain nuances of college footpall that< 
need to be etnbedded into a· player before 
tie'.J.l be capable on ganie day. 
But WKU coach David Elson knew 
• freshman free . safety Marion Rumph had 
the inteilect to join the Hilltoppers' defense. 
·. "He's so football-smart and savvy," 
i Elson said. ''He's doing .things typical 
:freshmen don't do." ·· . 
: Rumph has started w Western's first 
· threecontests and won the position during 
a training camp battle in August. Rumph 
already has two· interceptions and is sev-
.. erith on the Hill toppers in tackling. -
And he's not a typical freshman. 
. Rumph is only 17 and won't tum 18 
until Nov. 21, when Western's rffigular sea-
, .son is. complete. According to WKU histo-
. ry books, he's the first player under the age 
of 18 tp inake a significant contribution 
since 1984; when Rob Weinle played as an 
offensive lineman. 
· ·• · During one year of grade school, Rumph 
C9lll[>leted both ·· second and third grades; 
.eventually allowing him to be a true young-
ster on Western's defense. , · 
•···•. ·~enlmoved up a grade, they told me 
this .would 'happen,'' Rumph said. 'They • 
said I'd always be the young guy, so I've 
been preparing for this. . 
''.But.things have gone ..yell so far. I've fit 
,in and guys treat me like I'm a football 
· pl<1yer." , . . ·• . , , .. . · 
· · · f(~t 'only did Rumph have the brains to 
speed through two grades, but he also fin-
ished with a 4.0 grade~point average at 
M,matee High School in Bradenton;. ·l!'la; 
.ap.d never iniss.ed a day of school smce 
eti(ering grade school. . . 
·Elson became aware of this when he 
made a recruiting trip to Rumph's home. 
'''I kept that in my mind and that made 
me thiM, he'd be a special kid," Elson said. 
"It says a lot about his character and 
upbringing, and when I heard that he had 
never missed a day, it makes you want him 
even more because that carries onto the 
field and into everything in his life." · 
That doesn't mean Rumph didn't have 
any close calls. 
'There were days when I was sick and I 
went half a day just so it counted that I was 
at school," Rumph joked. 'There were days 
when I was at the doctor but came back. 
But my mom (Shirley) said if she could go 
to work, I could go to school. 
"She never missed work and I never 
missed school." 
' Because Rlimph's family lives in Flori0 
da, they haven't seen him play a college 
football game yet. That will change this 
weekend when the Hilltoppers travel to 
Miami and face Florida International, 
about 2½ hours away from Rumph's home-
Clinton Lewis/Daily Ne;.,,s 
Western Kentucky's Marion Rumph (10) watches a teammate make a tackle during the 
Hilltoppers' home opener against Concord. 
town. 
Rumph hasn't put any added interest on 
playing FIU, even though he is returning 
close to his roots. 
"I know (my parents) are excited, but I 
thirik they just want me to approach it like 
any other game," Rumph said. 'They don't 
want me to focus on them and I'm going lo 
approach it Like any other game - I want the 
win. It doesn't matter if I have people in the 
stands or not." 
Rumph's trek to becoming arrimmediate 
starter began when he arrived at Western in 
July. 
In order to do so, Rumph passed a crash 
course on Westem's defensive playbook. 
He also won the acclaim of his more expe-
rienced teammates. 
"He's like my little brother out there, so 
['m proud of the way he's stepped up and 
have been real impressed," WKU junior 
strong safety Dennis Mitchell said. "If 
you' re a freshman, 1t could take you a 
whole year to learn." 
· Rumph helped anchor a secondary that 
had .six of Westem's seven interceptions 
against rival Eastern Kentucky last week-
end. The seven interceptions tied a WKU 
school record and Rumph had a pair of the 
interceptions. 
Western has had a recent history of suc-
cess in the secondary. Former WKU safety 
Dennis Mitchell, plus comerbacks Bobby 
Sippio and Joseph Jefferson, are all with 
NFL teams; and defensive backs Jeremy 
Chandler and Antonio Veals have been Ali-
Gateway Conference selections over the 
past two years. 
But Elson thinks Rumph can turn into 
one of Western's most elite defensive 
backs. 
'The sky is the limit for him," Elson 
said. "It is going to be fun to watch him 
develop because with the sense and matun-
ty he has at such a young age, he could be 
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· RICHMOND -:- · Western, Kentucky's sec'· 
ondary may have been the question mark of.i 
defense, but the entire unit contributed largely . 
its 21°8 win over Eastern Kentucky on Saturday 
night. . ·· ,, 
All four members of the starting secondary = '. 
cornerbacks Antonio Thoµias andAf\is Neal; plusc~'f 
safeties Dennis Mitchell and Marion Rumph :... all ;:\it! 
had interceptions againstEKU quarterback Josh;~ 
Greco. -' . · · ; · .. · Jit 
Thomas and Ru_mph each had twp and lirie~J{t 
backer Getty C~vitt added one as wel).. Westem's !f; 
· secondary helped Greco earn a dubious spot in Ci% 
the record books. . · . ..·· Ji? 
His. seven interceptions tied him for most inter~ /~X 
: ceptions by a quarterback in a 1-M game. '. · ff 
· . 'They say we're young; but w.e . don't play ''}; 
yoUng,,,Mitchell said. "We've got a great buiJ.ch ji\",; 
of athletes back there. Tonight we proved we can }£1 
play with any receivers a team puts out there." Zip' 
Before Saturday's game, WKU linebacker Jt 
Charles Thompson admitted his secondary hadn't {ff, 
been tested by a passing offense. After Saturclay'.s {~"$ 
game, Thompson was -giving out high grades. . \!'J 
"I think they passed with an A-plus,,, he said._''I ~;'. 
' just loved seeing that tonight." . · ·. t;, 
· He and fellow linebacker Getty Cavitt would ',r 
' have also earned J>:s -Thompson finished with a · t 
· career-high 18 tackles and Cavitt had 13 tackles [~ 
and an interception. -·~-
1 "Like I said this week, this game was personal ) . 
i to me as well as a couple either guys on the team," \ 
' Thompson said. "We did what we had to do." __; 
Moore returns 
WKU running back Lerron Moore returned 
from a hamstring injury that forced him to sit out 
last weekend's game against Concord. 
He once again became the HiUtoppers' work- · 
horse, rushing 26 times for 113 yards and 
career-high three touchdowns. 
All three scores came in the second half. 
"It took me a couple plays, or a couple hits to 
get a feel for things," Moore said. "But it felt 
good to be out there ,again." 
Moore did play in Western's season opener at 
I-A Kansas State when he aggravated his ham~ 
string injury. But after Saturday's performance, 
Moore proclaimed himself 100 percent. 
"When [ look back on it, (sitting out last week) 
was probably the right thing to do," Moore said. 
. . - _ _ :, 
1
'"'' , ... ':Ashley's college. career b5~~S' 
11 · gan. at the Univ:ets_ity of ~UJS--t 
£5; ville. He was ~ed his first, -. 
i> · season· afterbeing ,recruib!d byt, · 
1:li · coach John L. Smith, out of}: 
i'•:· .r,,.~e· ns·.·oo· .· .. ·ro· . ·. ·. ,_·u;. _i'd.'. '. Sch.·· ·. · .00.· . 1. . . ·•·.· ..... • . .. • rt( VWButhe;}J;werthe firstyeai-§I 
l\k becat.cie·of:wbat he described as\ ;, 
i.[,-.. · •... '.·_';.· · .· hotnesiclmess for small towxij j 
t .life IWt~~rredJo Western,~~ 
y;; · ... where, a\ foriner. high schoolf cl 
r =:~~i>=~lc~r Gett~~~ r Since bis amval;'Asbley ~ f I 
\ started at.left taclde !l1lfmrr sea~;•·_ 
\. · sons; -lbi$.past~ei,- :tie mar"';>; 
) • .. ried:his bigt;J school sweetheart.[; ' 
Tlffanyi ~o is.a teacher. . ) • 
, "I .don't regret . anyth1~g, ;~ 
- Ashley said. "1 didn't r~ rlght4 
(atU)of L):c{ :•thought ·if I~ 
stayed.Iwquldbaveregtettedit.!t 
Itwas'tiJne,to move on. ~ep~: 
gram w.is great l thinlut was? 
I more the town.:I waslft usedtOj 
' . a big city. The big city kind o~ 
1 got to me." .·. . · , - . -:r~ 
Eastern coa~ Daµny Ho~~-
was •·a ·1To(L.· assi.stantwhe°:if 
· Ashley was there.;Hop_e; wh?~~ 
had ;ajached offensive linemeJ:\; 
i -20·· . .,....·..., ' has high ~ic:J>.• foi{I 1or .y--....., · ,rA--,., .,<· 
Ashley. ·. . ' . • .j; 
-~'He's an outstanding.player,?%• 
he said ''I tbirik•he'.sanNFLcall:1: 
her lineID.lIL Theywouldfovetq~ 
· have . him at Louisville. . I laio~J · 
that" .\ti 
. . :· hl · · ·d that his f~ al¾'. As ey5al · ; w 
ways ,has ·been more on b1~;,'. 
-· teaching career than a possiblE;: 
NFL career. , . . , . :J, 
~I hope.to go to the ~FL an5l> 
be able to take care of my faID1':;c 
ly," he said "But you alsobav:e tq; 
look at the fact that not CVerf;i? 
body makes it. That's why yo~ 
go to school and.get your de:-
gree. That's my qieiltality. Foot.a: 
ball is here; but you~ have to. : 
get your education." . . 
Eastern officials are ant1c1-: 
pating a sellout crowd at Kidd ·. 
Stadium for tomorrow's game,: 
Somewhere in the stands will be ' 
the Ashley family, including Ni-
ki and Cody. 
They always are in his 
~ thoughts and have shaped his · 
future. He gladly will play p~ 
football if the . opportunity ~ •. 
there. With or without football, 
though, he intends to teach. 
"I always knew what I want-,-








:p .. ,,.;;,., .. ;;.,"'"'ei, .. ,oo, ,•· >BIG "RRJ>. ONUS- --
Th~ s~e_d;ai_;;tT~n~e/ 0/ £, , all Gateway' Cont . ' . ' . _ i:' t'J:-"'. , -•· 'f~am 
.... ,.. ... • , .. -, .· · ··' · ,:.. ,.·,••,., ,_., , ,. ,,. ,. SMS' . 
B,Y'RO_B ~~ST, .· W¢stem Illinois 
The.~1/vNews · ·.··.. . , .. / · Westeni Ken(µcky 
Wh_e11, Western Kent41:ky's Dennis , Illinois.State 
Mitchell became a favorite .of.his elemen- ,, · .. Southeinlllinois · 
taty.:sc~!><il·teachers, he. re/di.zed hehaq, :a :: Youpgst9wn State 
gift. , .. . .: • .. ,-. \. ·.< .:.,('; <s Northerrdowa -
"We haj a field day in sch(iOl •and all the ,. Indiana State 
Conference 









teachers asked me: if I couid be on their . Last ·we.ek 
relay te1ur1/',¼ ,tche.U: $aiQ, 't ~d o(:fig~ Western Kentu~19' 58 Concord (\ 
ured.qµtthenlwasfasC' ,: .· ',r ,· ." :/.·) ':'l\ii/mes'&/v37.;,Illiifois1:state 2'1 '- .. 
. ,Mitch.ell ~ri~tjµsVas\. , . ", : . , .. , ; . t/ · Indiana State 35, Eastern Illinois : 
He'.s qajcj(er ,than:,a :Ill!lgi~!llll'.S ha,Iids. ,, Nd!1herp Iowa 40,Minnesota Stat 
. And Mjtq~,1;1µ_: ,can;.}r;1ake tii,e Iegitinia,te . Northern Il~ciis 23; Southern Illi, 
dainr he's• the Jast.e&t footqall player in SM'S 33; Sam Houston-State 30 · 
Divisi9Q I. · , , , . · > .· ,, .· Western Illinois 98, Cheyney 7 
, TliejuQiorsfro(lg ~e'tyfrcini,Indianapo- ._, Florida International 22,· Youngsto 
lis also rims ,for the WKU track team andsi · This 1eek 
ran aJO.i9)riJlie, l,Op.:izieii- _dash :µiJ;hct ! .Sat11r ay, Sept. IS 
NCAAregionals .. Mitchell's,tipew~nµith ' , :::~:~ ITu~~~~ ~a~;~~~ f;~: 
overall in tlieff;lgi,qnal andwnue thei'f;l,ite ~: ·, Murray State at Indiana State, 1 p. 
slew o'fiootball:play!;!i's in Divisi?n lwpi:>, Stephen E Austin at Northern low 
run track. nobody had a better time than . . William Penn at Sou them Illinois, 
Mitchell. .' . : '. Ul).ion (Ky.) College at SM'S, 6 p.1 
· ''.W,e've, hi!d &o,111eJ~t ,.Q~!?S, he~~ ;4l--e,. Eastern Illinois at Illinois State, 6: 
(cuzyent NFL plaY:c;r&} ~<.><I _Sin.art 3nd,Mel :; Youngstown State at McNeese Sta 
Mi~hell,t ·~ coa9h, Darj4 Elson said . . -., 
"But. 10,i9 ., .. :you .<l91(t .hear abo11\ that , 
very_qf.ten!'\ , .• · .. · ,, < . . ·.· ., .· .... 
De'I¥iis Mi~~ell)s c:>ni: .of al9,ng line '.of. 
WKl/ ,foot!>lll! play~i:s _l(j ,parµcipµte in 
· ,track and fiyl<;l, ,, N,cing _,witli, ,Sm'/llt -ancj ,' 
Mitchell, fonn.c;( ,l:WlWppersJo~eph Jeffer-. . 
SOJi; ,II\d · .. Sl,)erro<!;, :c~~ . p;u'ticipateit ip. •. ' 
. tnfok and '.fieli!. Je.ffeisori-is ,curi:en•h< wiiii1;, 
the Nfi,'s ,Jn<iianapolis ¢olis while~~tis.\ 
sptint last season .with the Cleveland 
Brgw.ns;~., .· .. } '.\:: .-. ~.\~,.-;_;._ .:<):.:.-·.: ::~-~,-;;~: L :: 
. Track season does corifli,ct. avµm~s v4t-lt,,; 
springfoottiall, _but Elson see.s the berii;fits , 
of,}1aving_ so111e . of his : players compete in . 
both-sports. · , · 
''It tells you s9metliing about an athlete 
when·he.play$.<lifferent _sports and wants .to 
do different s~rts," Elson sai4. "!t tells you 
he's a competitor and we like that aspe(;t of 
it. ' . 
''And, it can help certaill' guys' speed. 
Nobody. knows how to train better . for 
_sp¢c:d than .~u, ~~ -a!\4Jield c;~aeh) ... • 
Curtiss Long. As. fonfas it isn't a distrac-
tion, we're all for it" , 
Mitchell's ,speedJias inade h\m one of I . . . ' - ;, Clint;,n Lewis/ Ooi/y News 
themainstaysontheWK!]defell$e,despite. Western Kentuc;:ky's Derinjs Mitchell returns .a punt -during Saturday's home opener 
having s~ only 'six ,ganies; 'dating baclc , !igainst C~ncord '. , · · · ' · . ,, 
.to l<!St year, ·· . ' _,. . . .. liasn't,ret\!flled a kick for a touchdown yet, breaths and,just play. I didn't know what I 
.· _ ln·. orily ,four. st,arts _last .ye~, Mitchell but set a lofty goal for.the season. was gettingfato. I wanted to play real bad, 
picked .off three passes, recorded , thr1;1e "My .goal was ,to break Virgil Livers'. b'!t ljust didn't want to make any mistakes. 
sacks and forced two fumbles.. . punt return records," Mitchell said. "But I l didn't want guys to say, 'Don't play him 
_Outside of lineba<;kers, Mitchell is the , .haven.'tfelt close in returning one yet." anymore.: " . 
Statisti 
. T4,am leaders 
Total -offense 
I) Southern Illinois 
2) Illinois_-State 
3) SMS -
4) Western Illinois 
· 5) Western Kentucky 
,;.,.Jl9shing .,of(ensl! ,, 
. . I) Western Illinois . 
2) Southern Illinois 
3)Western Kentucky 
4) Northern Iowa 
. 5)SMS 
Passing offense 
I) Illinois State 
. 2) SMS 
J) Indiana State 
4) Southern Illinois 
7) Western Kentucky 
Total defense 
1) Northern Iowa 
2) Southern Illinois 
2) Illin9is' State 




2) Northern Iowa 
3) Illinois State 
4) Southern Illinois 










· 166.5 Yf 
303.5 Yf 
288,5 Yf 













Hi_lltoppers•· le_acling tackler this year. Livers · played:' for the Chicago Bears . Western coaches had plenty · of confi-
Mitch1;1ll~s speed has made. him an erase~ from 1975-81 andholdsWKU's record for · dente ·in Mitchell. Not only did they insert 
. for WKlJ - if he makes a mistake on the , .. p,unt return yard~ iii a ga,tue ( l 45)'and a S¥" liim 'mtg the starting lineup, but they did so 
field; ~e canpon:1:9t it beca~se ,ofhis ~pee4- ;pson (545),\i!ihii;,¢.'.,i,:l\ls,.0 ·holds Westerri's · in a cruciaL,game. Had WKU not beaten 
~ai~~~~~~te[~[t~:'!°~~~:~~ -~ ~:o~tt~:ec:1~rnt returns in a seas ~:!12~~~rr1!'1i!~,~~i~~lt ri~t~;·•·-nll5&~tt:ro~~ 
have to catch, up t? a receiver. Or I'll make Mitchell may be the fastest Hilltopper, I-AA playoffs. . 2) Western , Illinois . 
a bad read and c&tch up.",· , . , ,but his athltitic , ability , d~sn't -,equate.<to,,.,, But WKU beat Northern Iowa 24-3, then 3) Western Kentucky 
135.5 yp 
154.0 yp 
168. 5 yp 
196.0 yp 
201.0 yp 
_But Elson' s1'-id Mitchell. doesn't make added confide,nce. Mitchell earnedhjs first beat Young,stown ~tate 37-13 in the final 4) So_uth_ern Illinois 
nustajces'often; : .. .:. ,,< . . ·' careyr ,start)'n-,t!i!!1Hillto_ppers' tegulat~sea' game of the regular season to earn a post- 5) Illinois State 
·:He's,6ne:of tlfose !ha.t',yo . · sor(MJI1e 'fur#.¢•~k'a¼stNort1wm-Io-iya _ season bid . ..yter Mitchell's second start, he 
?~ ~o,;(~ . . . . ¥(i;!~. f:ir~:9$.; : When .Mitcnell _took, the field on that was the Gateway Conference's Defensive 
I~;l9f.~; , ... W~ ·y..:1tl,itf,\~ November Sat\)t<ll1.y_ last s~orr, he needed Player of _the Week after he r~orded i:me 
bl.lI'St of faP16.si t·Bufrlit .. suppor-t . from~then-senior cprnerback Jere- tack!es ,l and an mty'rcepuon agamst 
really does play with good teclµrique sq.he . my Chandler, who Mitchell knew because Youngstown State. 
doesn'tlfave t6'dci that very often:" , :. :t · !hey -competed against each other in high "He's just got a sense of where' the foot-
Because of hi,s .speed, Mitchelh Qas' ;5chool iiack,inliidii!lli!p,olis. · . .. , ball,i~;'. ' Els9n said. "He's got those things 
becoJ:Ue a mainst;ty . O!} West~rri's spiici_al .... i'.fwas ou~,~ert;-i;cared,"Mitchell admit- you just cap coach. The track speed ~d 
,teams, returning kickoffs and puqts.' He ted, ,"Jeremy told me to take 10 deep explos1ven~s really (;arI)' onto the field. 
~ -S.~o-:;ts, onl,:_iri~e:::.::H· · -,~11 -··,,.-:ff;,, ·.- ;-. : ·.' - .f· 
~ i'~ r-". - I'' J!'.~, I I · § 
.. r _l: _ .J __ , _ _ t, ,,, _ _a. __ ., __ ._. . .. 1 .... 11_:,. __ __ !&.. -&LI-.: .. ~ 
Turnover margin 
l) Western Kentucky 
2) Western Illinois 
3) SMS 
3) Youngstown State 
5) Southern Illinois 
Third-down conversions 
l ) SMS 
2) Northern Iowa 
3) Western Kentucky 










.· ::Perkins comes out· of 11.0Where . 
. Team 
'.-B_y ROB HERBST 
; The Daily News 
. _ Western Kentucky wide, 
· . receiver Maurice Perkins had 
:-been like a struggling actor 
·:desperately · trying to .get 
: ·noticed, y~t relegated to wait-
, ing tables in order to make a 
' living. · . , 
But in his on-screen debut 
,Jast Saturday, Perkins was a 
·'star. " 
·, . The Indianapolis junior 
, earned his first career start and 
'. racked .up a game-high 126 
·_yards: on five catches against [-
: '.A . Kansas State. Perkins' 
~yardage was the highest among 
, all Gateway Conference wide-
. · outs last w~kend, and was the 
.· second-highest yardage total 
for a WKU .receiver. since 
;·-1998. . . . . . 
. "It was the game I've been 
·· '. ·waiting for my whole life,'' 
· :- Perkins said. "I wanted to play 
· ~in front of 50,000 people and 
. ~show what I could do:" 
Before Perkins could show 
; : thousands of fans what he 
: · could do, he needed to gain the 
'. attention of · WKU coaches. 
; After transferring from NCAA 
,:Division II St. Joseph's, 
: Perkins redshirted in 2002 and 
. :'. was at the bottom of Westerni s · 
' depth chart last,year. ' 
'. Perkins spent his time as a 
:.sc9ut-team player, obliged to 
:- simulate Western's opponent 
,· during a week of practice in 
~: order to prepare first- and sec-
::ond-teamers for their weekly 
:.contesL 
Being ·a scout-team·player is 
;. when Perkins earned his first 
·' notice. 
' " I just remembered this catch 
he made and it was one of the 
most athletic catches I've ever 
seen," WKU coach David 
Elson said. "He went up so high 
for it, his body was twisted and 
turned. It was incredible and 
that was the one that made me 
'. say 'Wow, look at this guy.' " 
The acrobatic catch didn't 
get Perkins much playing time, 
. since he only played in two 
·, games and didn't make a catch 
•. last year. But Perkins received 
• his first break after being a rel-
_- ative unknown. 
Perkins left St. Joseph's after 
• starting in his freshman season 
in 200 l. There were no promis-
. . Joe Imel/Daily New, 
with the real big boys, I'd mo\'.e . Illfuois State 
to receiver and let those guys · Southern Illln:c 
try and stop me." > , YoungstoWll S1 
· Perkins; size qoesri't_; make SMS ;, , ·• 
him a large . target for · WKU ,Western Illinof 
sophomore quarterback lustin · Western KentQ , 
Haddii, . but Elson has been Indiana State • 
jmpressed with Perkins' other Nonhei:n fowa 
traits. · ·. · Last week 
''He:'.s: deceptively fastand · KimsasState 2 
smooth," Elson . said . . "SoI11e- Nebraska .56, \ 
times.1t doesn't l6ok like he's fowa State 23, 
going alUhat hard, but he's SMS 31, Draic, 
. th d ~-'-' Sout\lein Illino very smoo an a · guvu route. .1llin. •. 0. 1.s ·s ·ta"' 4. runner." .. · , u:, 
Although Perldns didn't see :.}~~!~~n S.
1 
much game actio~ .last season, .. Saturday, Sep 
Perkins knew this year would Concord (WV, 
be his opportunity for playing Illinois State ai ' 
time. · · · Indiana State a 
. W~steni's top, · two wfde · Mifui.esota' Stal , 
receivers from last year, ·Casey southern [llittc 
. Rooney._ and Shannon Hayes, Sam Houston~ 
are goQe after.racking up more Cheyney .at w, 
. than 1,500 receiving yards. Florida Interna 
An open competition for 
starting . receiver positions 
ensued during preseason camp 
.and Perkins Was ·iri the . mix, 
although others had more expe-
rience. · . 
"Every receiver was so worn 
out after every single practice," 
Perkins. said. "We were fighting 
for those spots so h;µd and I · 
was hungry for iL I saw every, 
body . hungry last year when I 
was standing on the sideline 
and I wasn' t going•to hold back 
anything. You stilJ have to have 
that .hunger because other 
receivers want to play." 
Tea1 
Total offe.nse 
l) Southern Ill , 
2) SMS 
3) Illinois Stat, 
4) Youngstowr 
.5) Western ,Ke1 
Rushing offen 
· l) Southern Ill 
2) SMS 
3) Illinois Stat< 
4) Youngstown 
5) Western Ke1 
Western Kentucky wide receiver Maurice Per1<ins prepares to 
receive a pass Tuesday as coach David E;lson watches during 
Perkins got a slow start 
because of a shoulder · injlzjr, 
. which lingered last · Saturday. Passing offens 
l) SMS practice. · · • But Perkins eventually won 
really· recruit him," Elson said . . one of the starting positions 
'~He just kind of showed up against Kansas State and will 
down here." once again start in the Hilltop-
es Perkins would play at West-
ern, but he was given the 
opportunity to walk on when he 
arrived for school. 
"I had a few friends .down 
here and I just didn't like St. 
Joseph's because it was too 
small,'' Perkins said. "I don't 
think coach Elson knew me. I 
think he had heard of me, but in 
order to get noticed, you've got 
to make plays and do some-
thing dramatic." · 
Elson didn't have much 
knowledge of Perkins, 
although they shared one com-
mon pond. Both are alumni of 
Cathedral High School in Indi-
anapolis. 
"We didn ' t really know 
much about him and didn't 
Along with getting a.cclirnat- pers' season opener against 
ed to a new, system at a new Divisio,11JrConcord (W.Va.) at 
_school, Perkins had to adjust to 7 p.m. 91fSaturday after having 
a position change. · what most receivers would 
Perkins was a starting cor- consider a career. game in his 
nerback at ·. SL Joseph's, but debuL 
learned quickly ·cornerback "I don't think (offensive 
wouldn't be the right place.for . coordinator) T.J. Weist or any 
him at a school like Western. of us were surprised," Elson · 
"When I lined up for rriy first said. "But when you ' ve only 
game at comerback, the receiv- played in two games then 
er was 6-foot-6, 230 pounds," . catch five (passes) for 126 
said the 5-9, l 70-pound (yards), I would definitely 
Perkins. "I w~nt tojam him and think that would classify as a 
he gave me a forearm to the surprise. He's shown ·flashes 
middle ·of the · face. It knocked and sparks here and there, but 
me off balance, so I knew when he put it all together on Satur-
I came down here and played day." 
l) Illinois Stat< 
3) Southern lib 
4) Western Illi1 
6) Western Ke1 ' 
Total defense 
i) Illinois Stilt< 
2) Southern Ill 
3) SMS 
4) Youngstown 
7) Western Ke1 
Rushing defen 
l) Illinois Stat< 
2) Southern Illi 
3)SMS 
4) Indiana Stat, ' 
7) Western Ke1 
Passing d~fem 
l) Youngstown 
2) Northern Io· 
3) Southern Illi 
· Jll!!'I Sports on the Hill 
· ~ Schedule of Western Kentucky Univer~ifY. .. ~tll.l~~i~~······ · ... ................ .. ................................ .......... , ....... ....................... ... ................. .. 
4) [l[inois Stat< 
4) Western Ke1 
6 n.m. - WKU at Memohis 
:·1\:iday;·sci£fo ...................... ..... Si:inday; .. sepi°'i°i..... . em Kentucky vs. Stanford FOOTBALL 
: VOLLEYBALL WOMEN'S SOCCER 7 p.m. - Northwestern Touma- 6:30 11,.m. - Western Kentucky 
. 7 p.m. _ WKU Tournament at I p.m. _ Western Kentucky at ment in Evanston, Ill.: West- at Ilastern Kentucky 
, E.A. Diddle Arena: Western Kentucky em Kentucky vs. North~est- Su!!d~y, ~ept. 19 . 
Kentucky vs. Illinois State MEN'S SOCCER em MEN -S SOC(:E~ :.,,, 
· MEN'S SOCCER 7 pm - Kentucky Wesleyan MEN'S SOCCER 2:3,9 p.m, -.UA,BJf.0❖'¼_. •·· · · · B. ·n ham Ala::". e 
at Western Kentucky 5 p.m. - UAB Toum~ent in ~~ 1ffi;1 g . , ; •" • ... •••, · ,~: 
' ~ ~~ ,: ' < 
i' ~ • , .. 
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Western' s Ashley takes a back 





Western Kentucky University plays its "payday game" tonight when 
it steps up in class to challenge NCAA Division I Kansas State 
University at Manhattan, Kan. 
The I-AA Hilltoppers aren't expected to win, or even make it a 
competitive contest, but they will be well-paid for their role as the 
Wildcats' fodder. Make no mistake, financial compensation is the 
reason WKU schedules one game like this per year. 
As good as Western is -- a Top 15 team in I-AA-- the Hilltoppers 
will be outmanned by K-State at virtually every position, save one --
at left offensive tackle, WKU's Buster Ashley can hold his own with 
most any lineman in America. 
Ashley is a former Owensboro High School star who came to 
Western as a transfer from the University of Louisville, where he 
was highly touted but never comfortable. As a Hilltopper, Ashley 
has flourished. 
No contests at this time He earned various All-American plaudits as a sophomore in 2002, 
helping lead Western to a 34-14 upset ofMcNeese State in the I-AA 
national championship game at Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Last year, Ashley was a first-team consensus All-American as the 
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Now, he is a well-respected veteran, a senior co-captain in his final 
collegiate season. Western is predicted to do well again this season 
in the tough Gateway Conference. Ashley is likely to do even better. 
A unanimous preseason All-American, Ashley is expected to 
pancake the opposition into submission throughout the year and 
become a high-round NFL draft selection in 2005. There is little 
reason to believe that he won't deliver oil both counts. 
At 6-foot-4 and 300 pounds, Ashley has the frame, girth and 
strength to compete at the highest level. 
Ashley is a big man who can run, and his innate athleticism has 
always made him a unique talent; a step ahead of the pack. Besides 
that, his blocking technique is considered superb. 
Then, there is the combination of his natural toughness, poise under 
pressure and understated competitive fire. Few possess the will to 
compete and win as d(i)es Ashley. He brings it every play, every day. 
There is an efficient relentlessness about this guy's MO that simply 
can't be ignored. 
In short, Ashley is one of the guys the NFL gurus are referring to 
when they intone the well-worn phrase "total package." 
We'll soon be watching Ashley play for pay on Sundays, along with 
a growing number of former Toppers in the NFL -- Mel Mitchell 
(Saints), Joseph Jefferson (Colts), Jeremi Johnson (Bengals), 
Sherrod Coates (Browns), Bobby Sippio (Dolphins) and Rod "He 
Hate Me" Smart (Panthers). 
He begins his final collegiate season for WKU tonight. Even against 
a superior opponent such as Kansas State, Buster Ashley will take a 
back seat to no one. 
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Ladson filling role at WKU 
By GEORGE ROBINSON 
grobinson@kentuckynewera.com 
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. -- You can't fault Blake 
Ladson for wanting to play. 
The junior backup quarterback at Western 
Kentucky University joined the team last year after 
sitting out the 2002 national championship season 
as a transfer from West Virginia. 
Last season, the former Hoptown quarterback 
found himself on the playing field five times 
finishing the season as the team's sixth leading 
rusher with 173 yards and scoring twice. 
But for Ladson, those minutes seemed more to 
tantalize than satisfy. 
"Honestly, I've been begging to play," Ladson said 
during Westem's football media day last week at 
Smith Stadium. "I've been literally begging. I just 
want to contribute as much as I can. But maybe 
they're a little leary about it. As of right now they 
just want me in the backup spot." 
You can't fault that, either. 
With Ladson representing Justin Haddix's only 
experienced backup, head coach David Elon feels 
completely secure in the knowledge that Ladson is 
capable of leading one of the Gateway 
Conference's most productive offenses. 
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Ladson's backup role has become as sacred as the 
2002 championship rings worn by the 
upperclassmen. 
"It's just in case," Ladson said. ''They don't want to 
take any chances." 
Ladson's first reaction to not getting the chance to 
play in different positions was to sulk, but he 
quickly realized his importance as a role player, 
instead of trying to become the star. 
"As practice went on, it made more sense to me," 
he said. "I've seen other guys go down and 
sometimes nobody is there to fill in the way it 
should be. So it makes sense to always have a good 
backup plan." 
Ladson will see playing time this year. That's a 
given. How much willbe determined not only by 
the health of Haddix but also the margin of the 
Hilltoppers' leads in any given game. 
Elon has already stressed the need for his team to 
find competitiveness on the practice field. 
"We have competition at almost every position this 
year," Elon said. "And I think the younger guys 
have gotten the attention of the older guys." 
At the center of that competitive spirit is Ladson 
and Haddix. 
Both quarterbacks have been pushing each other 
during summer practice, keeping a running tally of 
every possible statistic for a QB. 
"Right now, I'm on top," Ladson said. "And I want 
to keep it that way. But we're great friends on and 
off the field and that's important." 
George Robinson can be reached by telephone at 
887-3261 or by e-mail at 
grobinson@kentuckynewera.com. 
Copyright © 2000, Kentucky New Era, All Rights Reserved. 
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